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Info at risk 


The rights of disabled people to copy material into accessible forms could be 


under threat from Europe, campaigners claim, unless the Council of 


Ministers steps in to amend a new directive. 


The threat comes from the 
proposed EU Directive on 
Copyright and Related Rights 
in the Information Society (see 
DN, January), which received 
its first reading in the European 
Parliament in February. 

While the Parliament has 
voted to allow blind, deaf and 
learning disabled people to 
make private copies, it would 
be up to member states to 
implement such clauses. 

In any case these rights could 
be over-ridden by new technol- 
ogy aimed at stopping copying. 

Rodolfo Cattani, chairman of 
the European Blind Union’s 
European Affairs Commission, 
said: “MEPs have agreed that 
rightholders can unilaterally 
block all legitimate uses of a 
work. For blind people, making 
a copy into a Braille format 
must be a fundamental right. 
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Anew Nursing bed that is 
stylish, comfortable and 


@ Optional accessory mounting points. 


301 Os Nursing Bed 
3 A Special Bed for 
; Sy Needs 


functional. Yet, it isa desirable piece of furniture that deceptively 
hides the features so necessary for Care in the Home. 


@ Stylish Home-like appearance. @ Comfortable-multi-positions at the touch of a button. 
@ Special compensating device to reduce compression of stomach on sitting up. 

@ Height adjustable to help occupant and carer. @ Hygienic. @ Reliable. @ Stable. 
@ Strong. @ Easy to move. @ Discreet integrated safety side rails. 


Telescopic legs provide a stable platform, 
especially when rising to its treatment 
height. When in its lowest position, the 7m 
wheels to emerge for movement only 

when required. The two part safety rails 
were designed with independence in mind 
allowing the user to exit the bed without help. 


Bakare 


01752 34 22 22 


BaKare Beds Ltd, Unit I7, Bell Park, Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4JH 


CREDIT AVAILABL 


But this law would mean they 
won't be able to exercise this 
right in the digital age.” 

And Gail Stewardson, 
Mencap’s European officer, 
said the right of learning dis- 
abled people to translate mater- 
ial into an easy to understand 
form or into symbols, and to 
watch a recorded video repeat- 
edly to help understanding, 
could also be under threat. 

She added: “While disabled 
people are given exemptions 
these exemptions are made 
meaningless because the rights 
holders would be able to use 
technology to make private 
copying impossible.” 

Michael Hart, legal advisor to 
the European Fair Practices in 
Copyright Campaign’s UK 
branch, feared disabled people 
might have to pay more or sim- 
ply not get accessible material 


Written Quotations 
on Request 


if copying was prevented. 
Organisations too might be 
prevented from making copies 
for disabled people, or they 
might face extra costs, he said. 

The directive now has to go to 
the Council of Ministers and 
would not become law before 
2001. Campaigners are bidding 
to have it amended. 

“We need to influence mem- 
ber state governments, 
Ms Stewardson. 

But Jens Bammel, chief execu- 
tive of the Publishers’ Licensing 
Society, claimed that in the 
future the problems blind peo- 
ple now face could be over- 
come, as Braille would be just 
another font available for use 
ona BG, 

“We will find solutions,” he 
said. “Publishers have no inter- 
est in excluding anybody. We 
want the biggest market.” 


Sell your 
: és 

new idea 
Have you a new product for 
disabled people which you 
would like to promote? 

If so, you will be interested 
n the “New. Products 
Showcase” DN is sponsoring 
at the Naidex exhibition in 
May. See page 34 for details. 


aesaid 


A policeman’s lot is a happy one: Pc Steve McKee, who lost his leg 
in a scuffle six years ago, is thrilled to be driving a high-speed 
response car again. No policeman with such injuries is thought to 
have achieved this. “Although I have no right foot,” he said, “I get 
all the sensation through my knee. I can drive as well as I used to.” 
Having a carbon fibre leg has its advantages too: when he first 
returned to work, Pc McKee handled dangerous dogs, and once 
had a pit bull terrier sink its teeth into his (false) leg. “Other times I 
might be scuffling with a drunk and they’ll be kicking at my leg,” 


he said. “It hurts them more than it hurts me.” 


JK PRESS 


Two exits jolt activists 


A leading disability umbrella 
organisation is in disarray fol- 
lowing the resignation of its 
chairperson, Anne Rae, last 
month, and her vice-chair, 
Anne Pridmore, in December. 
Ms Rae said she decided to 
leave the British Council of 
Disabled People (BCODP) after 
being asked to edit a book on 
inclusive education. She also 
talked about BCODP reorgan- 
ising internally and needing “a 
new perspective at the helm”. 
However, DN has learned that 
Anne Rae sent a four-page let- 
ter to national council mem- 


bers expressing frustration at 
the direction BCODP was 
going in, and claiming manage- 
ment was becoming less 
accountable to its members. 
One source said Ms Rae had 
misunderstood the role of 
chairperson and was too 


Rae: leaving “to edit a book” 


involved with management. 
Others have suggested that, 
with a Disability Rights 
Commission on the horizon, 
disability organisations may 
have to look for a new purpose. 

BCODP chief executive 
Richard Wood denied this. 
“BCODP is more relevant than 
it ever has been,” he said. “The 
issues affecting disabled people 
are getting more complex.” 

But he did admit to a differ- 
ence of opinion within BCODP. 

Bob Findlay and Jon Luxton 
are acting chair and vice-chair 
until new elections in October. 


Options speak 


louder than words. 


TOYOTA STARLET S 
3 DOOR AUTOMATIC 


NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


1.3 litre, 16V engine 
Driver’s airbag 

Engine immobiliser 
Side impact beams 
Rear wiper 

Tinted glass 

60:40 split/fold rear seat 
Power steering 


Available in 3 or 
5 door manual 


TOYOTA STARLET GLS 
5 DOOR AUTOMATIC 


NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


1.3 litre, 16V engine 
Driver’s airbag 


: Engine immobiliser 


Side impact beams 
Rear wiper 

Tinted glass 

60:40 split/fold rear seat 
Power steering 


Available in 3 or 
5 door manual 


Electric front windows 
Height adjustable driver’s seat 


S/UYotability 


For more information call 0800 777555 www.toyota.co.uk 


THE CAR IN FRONT ISA @ TOYOTA 


PLEASE COMPLETE COUPON AND SEND TO: TOYOTA (GB) LIMITED, INFORMATION SERVICE, 12 FENTON WAY, BASILDON SS1I5 6SL. 
PLEASE SEND INFORMATION ON: | HATCHBACKS a PEOPLE CARRIERS hea SALOONS L] VAN CONVERSIONS 


NAME.... Spa SS < +3) das Ce AOI R ESS POSTCODE 
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News 3 


stroke Cuts to hit hard 


caring 
shame 


People who have had strokes 
face the risk of misdiagnosis 
and not being fed or taken to 
the toilet under the NHS. 

These are the findings of 
research carried out by the 
College of Health for the Royal 
College of Physicians. Each 
year 100,000 people in the UK 
have a first stroke. 

The research, based on focus 
groups of people with strokes 
and their carers, found there 
were also delays in receiving 
treatment. Many who had 
| strokes had become depressed 

and attempted suicide. 

The research was carried out 
‘to help write national guide- 
i\lines for stroke rehabilitation, 
‘which are due out later this 
year. These will cover the need 
for better training and more 
information for carers and peo- 
ple who have had strokes. 

Marcia Kelson, senior 
research fellow at the College 
of Health, said: “While there 
are some centres of excellence, 
there are a lot of people who 
receive poor quality care.” 


DisabilityNOW 
http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Published by Scope 


Editor Mary Wilkinson 
Assistant Editor 

Peter Baber 

Reporters Rod Hermeston 
Lisa Hitchen 
Editorial/Administrative 
Assistant Dan Batten 
Production Editor 
Damien Vessey 

Scope, 6 Market Road 
London N7 9PW 

Editorial: 0171-619 7323 

Fax: 0171-619 7331 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 
E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


ADVERTISING 


Advertising Manager 
Richard Gresham 

Tel: 0171-619 7336 

Fax: 0171-619 7331 


CIRCULATION 


Circulation/Marketing 
Manager Saira Khan 
Marketing Executive 
Vacant 

Circulation Officer Patrick 
Durham-Matthews 

Tel: 0171-619 7317 


TYPESETTING/PRINTING 


Voluntary Sector Services, 
Centurion Press Limited, 
Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, 
Tel: (01923) 891000 


DISTRIBUTION 


MMC, Octagon House, White 
Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, 
Surrey GU23 6HR 

ISSN 0958-4676 


The views expressed in 
Disability Now are 

not necessarily 

those of Scope. 


Copyright © 1999 Scope 


BUSINESS PRESS 


Benefit cuts in the welfare 
reform bill and compulsory 
interviews will hit disabled peo- 
ple hard, campaigners claim. 

Social Security Secretary 
Alastair Darling said the bill, 
published last month, repre- 
sented an end to “uncondition- 
al rights to benefits”. 

But the Disability Benefits 
Consortium (DBC), which rep- 
resents 500 groups, fears the 
interviews could hit those who 
have left work due to disability. 

Lorna Reith, director of the 
Disability Alliance, said the 
cuts were just as serious. “The 
Government want compulsory 


Trust 


A disabled man has become so 
exasperated at his local hospi- 
tal’s attitude to giving him 
hydrotherapy that he has 
invoiced it for suitable treat- 
ment he has found elsewhere. 

Peter Budgen, 45, who con- 
tracted polio when he was two 
and became a wheelchair user 
in 1990, had two sessions of 
hydrotherapy at Maidstone 
Hospital at the end of last year. 

But, like many respondents to 
DN’s physiotherapy survey 
(DN, February), he was then 
told to “incorporate the exer- 
cises into your lifestyle”. 

Mid Kent NHS Trust, which 
runs the hospital, has dismissed 


Thompson: wants extensions 


interviews to succeed so they 
will work on access to job cen- 
tres,” she said. “But what con- 
cerns us is the cuts. The end of 
severe disablement allowance 
(SDA) for the over-20s will have 


‘shoul 


his invoice for £35 a month, 
saying he no longer has any 
clinicial need for hydrotherapy. 

Mr Budgen disputes this, 
claiming his consultant has said 
he does still have a need. 

In any case he believes his use 
of a heated pool at a local gym 
is more cost-effective, as it only 
costs £4.50 a session. 

“I refuse to believe that the 
hospital’s hydrotherapy would 
be less expensive,” he told DN. 

He thinks the hospital may 
have incurred unnecessary 
expense by insisting on having 
a safety rail for its pool. 

He was the only person using 
the pool, and did not think the 


WHEN SOMEONE FALLS AT WORK 
Staff or Customer 
DOES YOUR LIFTING POLICY 


Meet E U regulations? 


The ANSWER is the 
An SER GENCE 


For fallen but 
uninjured people 
Portable & Safe 
Easy to use 
Proven & Reliable 
Effortless 

Lifts 50 stones! 


Convenient & Compact 


FOR A FREE DEMO 


.. If Not 


Mangar ELK 
Lifting Cushion 


Contact: The Sales Dept. 


Mangar International 


Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF 


f} 01544 267674 
Fax: 01544 260287 


rail 


a harsh impact on disabled 
women whose partners work.” 
Disablement Income Group 
director Pauline Thompson 
said: “We argued for enhanced 
incapacity benefit to be extend- 
ed to those aged 20 to 25, to be 
consistent with the New Deal.” 
Many groups feel their 
responses to October’s consul- 
tation paper have been ignored, 
as the bill sounds identical to it. 
But a Government spokes- 
woman said the bill would be 
“scrutinised” as it goes through 
Parliament to ensure “all views, 
including those of disable peo- 
ple, are taken into account”. 


pay 


was needed, as he could 
move himself up the steps. 

“I don’t really mind where I 
get the treatment as long as it 
doesn’t cost me money,” he 
said. “But it’s crazy that it’s 
cheaper for me to go and 
receive treatment at a luxury 
health spa than for it to be pro- 
vided by my health authority.” 

A spokesman for the NHS 
Trust, which runs the hospital, 
said the safety rail was essential 
to prevent injury, not just to Mr 
Budgen, but to staff helping 
him as well. 

“We are completely hide- 
bound by health and safety reg- 
” he said. 


ulations, 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
compared our prices” 


You could end up saving 


hundreds of pounds. on 
Scooters, Powerchairs, 
Bathlifts, Riser Armchairs, 


Adjustable Beds, Stairlifts and 
Wheelchairs with this Brand 
New Pricewatch PriceGuide 
from Mobility Matters, a 
group of independent 
showroom based distributors. 


Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 


now on 0990 134130 
or write to 

Mobility Matters, 

Dept DN 3/99 Freepost 


AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES 
HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES. 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY 
FAR TOO MUCH FOR A 
MOBILITY PRODUCT ? 


Call the 24 hour request line 


NHO170, Kettering NN14 6BR. 


Breakdown of the bill 

The 75-clause bill would: 

e Change entitlement to 

attendance allowance (AA) 

and end life awards both for 

it and disability living 

allowance (DLA) 

e Extend the higher rate 

mobility component of 

DLA to three-year-olds. 
Other measures, already 

outlined in DN, include: 

e Stakeholder pensions 


e A single gateway to 
benefits for everyone of 
working age 

e Abolishing severe disable- 
ment allowance for new 


claimants over 20 

e Reducing incapacity bene- 
fit by 5Op for every £1 over 
£50 claimants receive in 
pensions each week. 


Advising 
extended 


Phe Government has 
announced the second wave of 
personal advisor schemes to 
help disabled people find work. 

The six schemes, part of the 
£195m New Deal for disabled 
people, will help people on 
incapacity benefit, but taking 
part is voluntary. They will 
offer jobs and training advice. 

The successful bidders are 
Shaw Trust in Tyneside, City of 
York Council, Sema Group in 
the East Midlands, Outset 
Limited in Bedfordshire, Shaw 


Trust in east London, and 


Westcountry Training and 
Consultancy Services in Devon. 


where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 
paying £100’s more _ for 
exactly the same product. 
Don’t make the mistake of 
paying way over the odds 
unnecessarily. The new 
PriceGuide explains what to 
look out for and provides you 
with realistic price ranges so 
you are less likely to get 
caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. You will be sent a 
copy from your closest 
distributor along with our 
popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and powerchairs 
which gives you the important 
questions to ask before 
committing yourself. Before 
you choose, read and learn. 
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4 News review 


Calls for fair play 


Mencap was amongst the many 
voices last month calling for 
“fair play not a kick in the 
teeth” for disabled people from 
leading public figures. The 
charity’s public affairs director 
David Congdon made the 
remarks after former England 
football manager, Glenn 
Hoddle was quoted as saying 
that people born with disabili- 
ties were paying for sins 
committed in a previous life. 
Scope seized the opportunitity 
to find out whether the public 
felt the same. In a MORI poll 
carried out for the charity, over 


1,000 repondents were asked: 
“To what extent do you agree 
that people in senior positions 
in society should have a positive 
attitude to disabled people?” 
The survey found that 86 per 
cent agreed (see page 18). 


Rationing 


The licensing of a drug for peo- 
ple in the later stages of 
multiple sclerosis (ms) has 
prompted fears over more 
rationing by health authorities. 

The European Commission 
has licensed the drug, beta 


Playing for time: Royal Welsh Fusilier, Major Keith Jarvis, and chil- 
dren from the Institute for Special Education for Children in 
Sarajevo rehearse songs for an album to raise money for the chil- 
dren’s playgroup. Keith, 54, said: “I wanted to do more to make 
people aware of these kids and raise some more cash for them.” 


BHTA Wheelchair 
Distributors 


We worry about standards so 
you don’t have to. 


BHTA is a trade association 
which includes a wheelchair 
distributors section. Our 
nationwide membership 
network has over 100 local 
outlets selling and repairing 
powerchairs and scooters. 


They do it well and they do it 


interferon, made by Schering 
Health Care, for use by people 
with secondary progressive ms. 

Beta interferon has already 
been the subject of funding 
rows since it was licensed for 
relapsing-remitting ms in 1995. 
Its use for secondary 
progressive ms could cost the 
NHS around £280m a year, 
putting a further strain on 
health authority budgets. 

The MS Society has called on 
the Government to provide 
health authorities with guid- 
ance on funding and 
prescribing beta interferon for 
treating people with secondary 
progressive ms. 

But a spokeswoman for the 
Department of Health (DoH) 
said the Government had no 
plans to direct health authori- 
ties. She said: “We expect 
health authorities to take into 
account both clinical need and 
cost effectiveness of the drug in 
determining priority.” 

The DoH also told DN it 
would refer the issue of beta 
interferon to the National 
Institute of Clinical Excellence 
which begins work next month. 


BIP ends 


This month also sees positive 
progress on benefits with the 
end to the unpopular Benefits 
Integrity Project (BIP). 

From April, the Department 
of Social Security (DSS) says it 
will be introducing a new sys- 


Photo fit: Minister for Disabled People, Margaret Hodge, meets 
international disabled photographer, Monica René after choosing 
to display two of Ms René’s pictures on her office walls at the 
Department for Education and Employment. Ms Hodge said: “The 
photographs will give me such pleasure as I work.” 


tem where Disability Living 
Allowance awards of all rates 
will be periodically reviewed. 

The DSS has promised to con- 
tinue to consult with disability 
groups and ensure that all staff 
are fully trained before being 
let loose on reviews. 

DN will be watching. 


Bill move 


In Parliament, the campaign to 
establish equality through legis- 
lation creaked forward as the 
Disability Rights Commission 


DO YOU REQUIRE LEGAL ADVICE 
OR ASSISTANCE? 


We are a leading firm of Solicitors specialising in providing 
legal assistance to disabled people, children and students in 


the following areas: 


¢ Education Law (including Special Educational Needs) 


¢ Community Care Law 


¢ Disability Discrimination Act Claims 


e Local Government/Public Law 


¢ Personal Injury/Medical Negligence Claims 


e Health Law 


We also Specialise in other areas of law including: 


¢ Family 

¢ Conveyancing 

© Criminal 

¢ Wills and Probate 
e Welfare Benefits 
¢ Employment 


Legal Aid 


me. | cthically. 
They have high standards. 
The Association makes sure. 


The first step to trouble free 
independence is to contact us 
for a list of our members. 


HEA 
a Ly, 
Y wo. 


01732 458868 


If it hasn’t got the mark behind it, you won’t have 


BHTA, 1 Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI3 ILZ 


Our experienced team of Lawyers include David Ruebain and 
Joanna Owen who are themselves disabled and involved 
in the Disability Rights Movement and Douglas Silas, a 
fluent British Sign Language user who works with the Deaf 
community. 


We are located in Wood Green in North London but also have 
offices in Camden and Birmingham. We undertake Legal Aid 
work as well as private cases. 


For free initial and confidential advice contact us at: Ashley 
House, 235-239 High Road, Wood Green, London N22 4HF. 
Telephone: 0181-881 7777, 

Fax: 0181-889 6395, 

Minicom: 0181-881 6764, 

E-mail: davidlevene.co.uk 


RICHARD H SMITH 


(DRC) Bill reached the House 
of Lords committee stage. 

The All Party Disablement 
Group has welcomed the 
Government’s draft of the Bill 
but its members will be push- 
ing for amendments to increase 
the DRC’s powers and funding. 

Meanwhile, the Government 
has agreed to pay compensa- 
tion to thousands of pensioners 
and benefits recipients who 
have been underpaid benefit 
because of computer problems 
with the National Insurance 
Recording System. 

Social Security Secretary, 
Alistair Darling, said that all 
those that have experienced 
unreasonable delays will receive 
a one-off payment of £10 even 
if they didn’t qualify for com- 
pensation under existing rules. 

However the DSS could not 
tell DN what an “unreasonable 
delay” was and has warned it 
could take months for 
payments to be made. 


Sex help 


Plans by the Family Planning 
Association (FPA) to publish a 
mail order catalogue of sexual 
aids for disabled people met 
with opposition from some 
Tory MPs who say Government 
money should not be spent on 
such devices. 

The charity said it had had 
many requests for sex aids but 
would not be spending DoH 
money on the catalogue. It is 
consulting with disability and 
psycho-sexual health groups 
and hopes to publish the cata- 
logue in June. 

Meanwhile DN still has 
copies of its advice tape on sex 
aids. For your own copy, tel: 
0171-619 7323. 


carn cnc cnn nnn reer 
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Boroughs still 
to cut services 


Two London councils are 
oreparing to cut cheap taxi 
-ravel for disabled people 
despite evidence that limited 
services are forcing disabled 
Londoners to stay at home. 

Lewisham Council plans to 
scrap its Taxicard scheme from 
1 April, although it will set up 
a single booking centre for 
many of its other accessible 
transport services. Enfield 
Council wants to cut trips to 
three a month. 

But research by DaRT (the 
Association of Dial-a-Ride and 
Taxicard users), shows 38 per 
cent of people who cannot get a 
booking by Dial-a-ride or Taxi- 


Cut off by 
lotto gym 


A new multi-million pound 
gym built with £4.3m of lottery 
money is inaccessible to dis- 
abled people, a disabled sports- 
man is claiming. 

Patrick Horan says that while 
the rest of Southwark Council’s 
£11.3m Peckham Pulse centre is 
accessible, the gym itself is “an 
obstacle course”. Ten doors 
separate the lift from the 
entrance to the gym. “The gym 
was built last May and I under- 
stand the council consulted 
with disability groups,” he 
said, “but their recommenda- 
tions were ignored.” 

Southwark Council claims the 
Royal Association of Disability 
and Rehabilitation is to run an 
audit of the building. 


Calling Scots film buffs 
What is claimed to be the first 
major guide to access in cine- 
mas outside London has been 
produced by the Lothian 
Council of Disabled People. 
The Reel Guide — Scotland, 
covers “99 per cent” of the 
country’s cinemas, and is avail- 
able free (send two first class 
stamps) from the Council at 
Norton Park, 57 Albion Road, 
Edinburgh EH7 SQY. 


Correction 

MCIS is only the broker of the 
Scope Select insurance scheme, 
initiated by Scope, and not 
underwriters (DN, February, 
page 6). Also the Disabled 
Living Foundation’s Footwear 
leaflet is not free (page 25). It 
costs £25. Its Flying High 
booklet costs £2.50. 


card stay at home. DaRT hopes 
the new mayor of London will 
produce an annual accessible 
transport policy. Campaigns 
officer Daniel Sartin said: “We 
want a levelling up of services, 
not a levelling down.” 


Deaf people’s lives could be at 
risk because GPs do not know 
how to communicate with 
them, a report has found. 

One in six deaf and hard of 
hearing people avoid going to 
the doctors, the report said, 
while 23 per cent have left a 
surgery unsure of what is 
wrong with them. 

The report, Breaking the 
Sound Barrier* published by 
the Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People (RNID) last 
month, found that 52 per cent 


News 5 


Lock-up threat 


Mental health groups fear new 
plans to. lock up people with 
severe personality disorders 
could drive away service users 
and lead to more problems. 

The plans, announced last 
month by Home Secretary Jack 
Straw, will give police and 
social services powers to apply 
to the courts to have someone 
assessed if there are reasonable 
grounds to believe they might 
be a threat to the public. If the 
courts agree, they can then be 
detained in a detention centre, 
even if they have not committed 
a violent offence. 

Mr Straw said: “There is a 
group of dangerous individuals 
from whom the public are not 
properly protected.We will 
ensure the system of ordering 


of GPs questioned had no facil- 
ities to aid communication. 
James Strachan, RNID chief 
executive, said: “I am shocked 
by the extent of the problem. 
Only a small amount of effort 
makes a world of difference.” 
Professor Mike Pringle, chair- 
man of the Royal College of 
General Practitioners, said: 
“We will continue to investigate 
the education and training 
needs of GPs in all areas.” 


*Free, tel: 0870-605 0123. 


BREAK THROUGH IN KITCHEN PRICES 


Are you about to 
pay too much for 
your new 
kitchen? 


If you are 
elderly, a 
wheelchair user 
or a person with 
special needs — 
you most 
certainly are. 


PAS 


We can now supply custom-built kitchen units at 


high street flat pack prices. 


Why pay over 100% more than you need to have 
standard units adapted or specially made to meet 


your special needs? 


To save yourself thousands of pounds, write for 


further details to: 


RDK (Independence) Kitchens, 35 Blackburn 
Street, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 1NR, or 
telephone 0161-724 8767 or fax: 0161-725 9905. 


It’s probably the wisest commercial decision 


you will ever make. 


RDK (Independence) Kitchens 


O 


‘The people who care’ 


detention is robust and covers 
legal and clinical issues.” 

But his words have not satis- 
fied civil liberties groups who 
feel ministers are reacting to 
high profile media stories such 
as the case of the convicted 
murderer, Michael Stone. He 
asked to be taken into care, but 
was refused by doctors. 

Fran Russell, assistant director 
of the Howard League for Penal 
Reform, said: “We are con- 
cerned that public safety is 
maintained, but we must be 
careful not to use that as an 
excuse to introduce draconian 
laws. It would seem these pro- 
posals are coming out of sensa- 
tional reporting.” 

Terry Simpson, co-ordinator 
of the UK Advocacy Network, 


which provides information 
and training for mental health 
workers, said: “If we are not 
careful we will drive people 
away from mental health ser- 
vices. If the system is seen as 
punitive then people will sim- 
ply vanish, and that is not in 
anyone’s interests.” 

The Home Office is produc- 
ing a consultation document on 
its plans later this spring. 


What do you think of this 
and other issues covered in 
DN this month? 

Why not put your com- 
ments on the guestbook on 


our website? 

Yous will? fiird:.s far 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk. 
Please leave contact details. 


“It’s for any hard of hearing patients. They write down 
what the problem is, and | write down my diagnosis!” 


“Find out why Stannah 
is the world’s most 
Chosen. Stairlift.” ennorsrces 


NEW MODELS 
OUT NOW 


FREEPHONE 


Please send me details. For my household . 


Name Sis == 


Address 


For a relative 


ca has built world- 


class Stairlifts for over a 
quarter of a century. More 
people choose a Stannah 
Stairlift than any other. 
Why settle for anything less? 


| OFree stair survey 


O Fast, mess-free installation 


© Built for your stairs - 
straight or curved 


O New smoother, 
quieter ride 


O 24-hour call out, 
365 days a year 


Postcode ___ i Tel. _ 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 7204 , FREEPOST SA344. 


Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


The world's most chosen stairlift 
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6 News 


Care plan a ‘burden’ 


The Government’s multi-mil- 
lion pound package for carers 
could put a huge burden on 
health and social services, med- 
ical organisations are warning. 

The National Carers’ Strategy 
(NCS), launched last month, 
sets aside £140m over three 
years to pay for care breaks and 
help for young carers. 

The NCS outlines plans for 
new laws to make councils 
address carers’ needs, and for 
extending the New Deal to help 
carers return to work. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair 
said the strategy “offers practi- 


A disabled girl and her parents 
had a catalogue of access prob- 
lems on holiday despite telling 
their travel agents about their 
needs in advance. 

Leanna Horne, 11, who has 
cerebral palsy, and her parents 
Julie and Les phoned the First 
Choice Holidays special needs 
helpline before their trip to 
Tenerife last summer. They 
were told the hotel, Princesa 
Dacil in Los Christianos, 
would be suitable for Leanna. 

On arrival they found their 
room was on the sixth floor. “It 
took us half an hour to get 
down for breakfast,” said Mrs 
Horne. “The ramp to the lift 
was so steep you had to take a 
run at it. Once inside we had to 


Magbili 


7om 


cal help in ways which are 
needed, and which will work”. 

But the NHS Confederation, 
an association of NHS trusts, 
thought the NCS would bring 
extra pressures for community 
health services. Chief executive 
Stephen Thornton said: “We 
look to the Government to set 
clear priorities.” 

Carers groups are pleased but 
also have reservations. David 
Butler, chief executive of the 
Princess Royal Trust for Carers, 
said: “The real test will be 
whether the strategy is imple- 
mented at local level.” 


ane times: Leanna with Les 


turn Leanna’s wheelchair to 
shut the doors.” 

They tried to meet their rep 
three times to complain but she 
failed to keep appointments. 

Mrs Horne said: “I now don’t 
trust what these helplines say. 
They gave us incomplete infor- 


HIRE SERVICE AVAILABLE 


FREEDOM AT Prices You CAN AFFORD FROM 
Our RANGE OF QUALITY MOBILITY SCOOTERS 
AND POWER WHEELCHAIRS. 


Our freephone will put you in touch with a care 
advisor who will help and assist with any information 
you require. 


* Free 12 months 
insurance on all 
models. 

* Low deposit 
finance. Hire and 
rental service 
* Freephone 


0800-389 8062 


Part exchanges welcome! 


mation. Now I will have to go 
and check out the place first.” 

First Choice apologised to the 
family and offered £50 in com- 
pensation, which they refused. 

A First Choice spokeswoman 
told DN: “It is not our policy 
to recommend hotels for people 
with disabilities as everyone has 
different needs. It is our policy 
to give as much information on 
that hotel as possible”. 

A spokesman for the Holiday 
Care Service, which helps dis- 
abled people to find suitable 
holidays, said the solution to 
such problems was to have 
independent inspectors. “If 
tour operators approached us 
we could do inspections abroad 


on their behalf,” he said. 


Two views: Ann Hobbs (right) 
cares for husband Roy, who 
had a stroke. Ann, 66, is scepti- 
cal about the new money. “I 
don’t know how it will help,” 
she said. “It depends how 
social services distribute it.” 
Alison Butler (/eft), 16, cares 
for her dad, John, who has 
multiple sclerosis. She was opti- 
mistic. “My caring has not 
interfered too much with 
school,” she said, “although if I 
go out I always worry. These 
changes will benefit me and 
others who do more than me.” 
JENNY MATTHEWS/PRINCESS ROYAL TRUST 


Not my first choice |Water supplier 
ie agrees rethink 


A water company has agreed to 
rethink its position on 
installing a meter at the home 
of a disabled boy after his par- 
ents complained about the pos- 
sibility of sky high bills. 
Francesca and Colin Jones 
and their son Adam, 12, who 
has multiple disabilities, moved 
into their new home in 
Hawkhurst, Surrey, in January. 
The previous owners did not 
tell them that their road was to 
have meters fitted by Mid Kent 


- Water, who installed one at 


their home last month. Water 
meters measure the volume of 


& GE MI 4 


COACHWORK 
Specialist Conversions 


Introducing the new Mercedes Benz Vito wheelchair 
accessible people carrier. High quality with easy access and 


excellent visibility. 


Passenger layout options include: 


e 5 seats + one wheelchair e 4 seats + two wheelchairs 


Features include: 
e access via automatic side 
underfloor lift or rear ramp 


e unleaded petrol or diesel engine 


e automatic or manual 
transmission 

e electric mirrors and windows 

e power steering 

e central locking 

e air Suspension 


SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair accessible conversions based on most 
popular makes. Conversions on new or good quality used base 
vehicles. Also a stock of used, refurbished van conversions & mini 
buses. Conversions for 1 to 4 wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering suspension. 


For advice and information on conversion and motability, contact 


David Vooght, G&M Coachwork, Teign Valley, Trusham, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 
Tel: 01626 853050 


water used so that customers. 
pay for what they consume, not | 
just a set amount. | 

Mrs Jones said the family use 
a lot of water because of | 
Adam’s disabilities. “Adam | 
vomits and dribbles a lot,” she | 
said. “We are both on income | 
support. I’m frightened that we | 
are going to get massive bills.” 

Mid Kent Water has put the 
Jones account on hold and says_ 
it is waiting to receive written 
confirmation of the Jones’ cir- 
cumstances. A spokesman said: 
“ If we have to, we may get rid 
of their water meter.” 


So where 
is all the 
money? 


Claims that over 40 per cent of 
people looking after money for 
mentally incapacitated people 
fail to say how they use it has 
raised fears of assets at risk. 

The findings come from a 
report* by the National Audit 
Office into the performance in 
the 1996-7 financial year of the 
Public Trust Office (PTO), 
which reviews the accounts. It 
says the PTO should chase_ 
accounts more vigorously. 

It also said the PTO itself is 
failing to meet targets for the 
£1.45bn it manages for people. 

A Mencap spokesperson said: 
“The PTO has not lived up to 
its own targets. Improvements 
are needed in this and in check- 
ing up how money is spent.” 


*£13.10 from tel: 0171-873 
9090. ISBN: 0102575991. 
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Only 6,000 disabled people 
will benefit from the disabled 
person’s tax credit, a Liberal 


' Democrat MP claims. 


Steve Webb, the party’s 
spokesman on tax credits, last 
month forced Treasury 
Minister Barbara Roche to 
admit that the Government 


|expects the new scheme to 
) help just 6,000 people a year. 


The disabled person’s tax 


| credit will replace the disabili- 
ty working allowance (DWA) 
) when it is introduced into peo- 


ple’s pay packets in April 2000. 


DWA currently goes to 16,000 
| disabled people. 


Mr Webb told DN: “The 
Government should stop talk- 


} ing up the tax credit. It should 


be looking at the real barriers 
to work for disabled people 
like transport.” 

But Pauline Thompson, 
director of the Disablement 
Income Group, said she 


) thought the figure was an 
) under-estimation. 


“You cannot compare current 
working patterns with what 
will happen in the future,” she 
said. “The tax credit will be 
| different to DWA which was 
not an aid to job retention.” 


Okay for MK 

The Abbey National 
Charitable Trust has donated 
£50,000 to the Milton Keynes 
Theatre and Art Gallery. The 
donation will be used to make 
backstage facilities at the 1,390- 
seat theatre, due to be finished 
this autumn, totally accessible 
to disabled people. 


Lots more heroes 

Travel agent Lunn Poly has 
joined up with the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation (RADAR) to 
sponsor the 40th annual People 
of the Year awards. These 
awards honour “heroic and 
extraordinary” people in the 
UK. Previous recipients have 
included DN’s own telephone 
counsellor Lin Berwick, former 
Beirut hostage Terry Waite, 


and cricketer Brian Lara. 


If you want to nominate some- 
one write by 1 July to RADAR, 


12 City Forum, 250 City Road, 


London EC1V SAE 


Disabled people in Lambeth, 
south London, were occupying 
a local centre for independent 
living (CIL) as DN went to 
press, because the local council 
wants to close it. 

Lambeth Council claimed it 
decided to stop funding 
Lambeth CIL after a report 
found it was not being man- 
aged properly. 

The report said the CIL had 
failed to deal properly with a 
user complaint, or even with 
claims of workplace bullying. 

Julie Newman, chair of the 
CIL’s management committee, 
admitted that the group had 
faced problems. She said it had 


been unsure how to deal with 
the complaint and a discipli- 
nary procedure, and had asked 
the council for support. 

But the council voted to stop 
funds just days after a new 
committee was elected to sort 
matters out, she said. 

“We have been judged, found 
guilty and damned without a 
proper trial,” she claimed. 

Lambeth social services com- 
mittee chair Judith Brodie said 
the CIL had acknowledged the 
report’s accuracy. 

“To maintain services and 
make sure they were good qual- 
ity we needed to transfer them 
to other providers,” she said. 


News 7 


Not so | $it-in at axed centre 
good a 


credit 


BRENT MOORE 


Wheelchair makers 
upset after closure 


Disabled workers at an electric 
wheelchair factory run by the 
charity Scope are angry that the 
factory is to be closed down. 

The charity claimed Newton 
Products had lost millions of 
pounds over the last decade. 

The business employs 68 peo- 
ple, 35 of them disabled. 

The charity said efforts to 
find a buyer had failed. 

Scope’s executive director of 
contract services John Adams 
said: “We have a responsibility 
to the people who use, pur- 
chase and support our services 


Travel in safety and comfort. Choice of entry by ramp, 


to carry out work cost-effec- 
tively. We can no longer justify 
sustaining a business that has 
had substantial losses.” 

Scope said it had found its 
supported placement scheme, 
which gets disabled people 
work elsewhere, more effective. 
Staff will be offered this. 

But John Butler a disabled 
member of the factory’s works 
forum, said: “They must be 
seen to be doing something and 
have brought in all these people 
to help us but I am more con- 
cerned about the long-term.” 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


if someone in your family has a 


LEARNING DISABILITY 


If someone in your family has a learning disability (‘mental 
handicap’), he or she needs security — not just now, but in the 
future when you’re no longer here. Mencap, the UK’s leading 
charity for people with learning disabilities, is offering a FREE 
booklet called Leaving money by will to people with learning 
disabilities. The booklet explains how you can secure your 
dependant’s future and how to avoid pitfalls such as 
unintentionally reducing their entitlement to benefits. 


To receive your FREE copy, just write to: 


Marion Young, Mencap, Room 118 
FREEPOST, 123 Golden Lane, London EC1B 1AA. 


Or phone FREE, quoting reference: 118 


0500 243444 


Mencap (The Royal Society for Mentally Handicapped Children and Adults). A registered charity No. 222377 


PRICES FROM 
ONLY £12,495+var 


hydraulic lift or lowering suspension. Specialists in 
Renault, Peugeot, Citroen, Fiat and Mercedes easy 


access and wheelchair accessible transport. 


For advice and quotations call Joe Cordina or Jim Grieve 


01705 756265 


Atlas 


Conversions 
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own hall theft Oxon fights 
end to care 


Over half the local councils in 
England and Wales could be 
breaking the law by making 
people with learning disabili- 
ties pay for non-residential ser- 
vices, even when they only 
receive income support (IS), a 
survey by Mencap is claiming. 

For the survey, Fully 
Charged*, the charity sent 
questionnaires to or inter- 
viewed every director of social 
services in England and Wales. 
It found 95 per cent of councils 
charge for non-residential ser- 
vices, often without consulting 
clients or their families. 

Fred Heddell, chief executive 
of Mencap said: “This report 


Heddell: fees levied at random 


makes shocking reading with 
charging policies being devel- 
oped randomly with no regard 
to ability to pay.” 

Mike Davies and his son, 
Peter, 30, who is blind and has 
learning disabilities, have been 
hit hard by charges. Peter gets 


IS and uses half his Disability 
Living Allowance (DLA) to get 
care through the Independent 
Living Fund. 

His local authority, Torfaen 
County Borough Council, was 
taking his DLA into account 
when charging for the day cen- 
tre he visits. Mencap claims 
this breaches the Social 
Security and Benefits Act 1993. 

Mr Davies said: “I appealed, 
but the council said it could 
not make us a special case.” 

The council said it is now 
going to reduce its charges for 
people like Mr Davies. 


*Pree, tel: 0171-696 5303. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Tenerife, Lanzarote 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 
Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Please send a Brochure to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 
6, The Hillock, Astley, Lancs, 
M29 7GW. Tel: 01942 888844. 


@ CHARTWELL @ 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established Over 30 Years 


Competitive rates for motor and 
household insurance. Cover also 
arranged for powerchairs, 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
Accidental damage, fire, theft, 
public liability and mechanical 
breakdown cover for £100. 


For a no obligation quote contact us on: 


0181 - 958 0900 


Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, 
Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP 


Apology 
for scare 
on grant 


The Government has apolo- 
gised for threatening grants for 
older disabled students. 

Plans before Parliament would 
mean that from the autumn 
disabled people over 55 would 
not be entitled to the Disabled 
Students Allowances (DSAs), 
which help students meet the 
extra costs of disability. 

The plans, which outline what 
students in general will be enti- 
tled to, have ruled out much 
help for students over 55. 

The — (Départment” For 
Education and Employment 
said it was trying to sort things 
out as DN went to press. “The 
DSA seems to have just slipped 
through,” a spokesperson said. 

But Skill, the national bureau 
for disabled students, fears the 
Government’s solution might 
complicate the funding process. 


Liz Brown and Luke: his newly-won respite care is now threatened 


Parents of disabled children in 
Oxfordshire are campaigning 
against plans to close local 
respite centres. 

About 80 parents held a rally 
in Henley last month. One of 
them, Liz Brown, said they 
collected 700 signatures for a 
petition to stop the closures. 

Oxfordshire Social Services 
has proposals to close three of 
its four respite centres, each 
providing respite to around 50 
children, as part of plans to 
cut £10m from its social ser- 
vices budget over the next 
three years. 

Ms Brown is concerned that 


the closures will mean she will 


lose additional respite care she 


recently started receiving for 
her autistic son Luke, seven. 

“It will affect us a lot,” she 
said. “You get a bit of life and 
it is taken away. My husband 
and I have only been out for 
the night once in seven years.” 

She feared some families 
might not cope. 

Mary Robertson, director of 
Oxfordshire Social Services, 
said: “I understand how dis- 
traught families are. The prob- 
lem is the grant allocation 
from the Government.” 

She insisted Oxfordshire’s 
provision was better than 
most, and said the council is 
proposing alternative commu- 
nity-based services. 


he severed his spinal cord at C6/7. 


‘and prepared him for life in the outside world. 


eve 


| CYCLONE. FREEPOST NWW 3068, ae Port, South Wirral L66 1BR G34 493 


in July 1985 Stuart pons, ihe en Director and Founder of Cyclone, was 
tushed to the Midlands Centre for Spinal injuries following a serious RTA in which 


The skill and dedication of staff at Oswestry saw him through the next 6 months 


Cyclone Mobility and Fitness are fow one ot the country’ § leading er nt a’ 


Mobility and Fitness Ltd 


Fill in this form ot 


| am interested in information on 
4 


Everyday Chairs 
Hand Cycles 

All Terrain Vehicles 
Hand Controls 
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Curtains up north 


An arts service for disabled abled users and volunteers who to meet with Rochdale 


people in Greater Manchester __ provide transport. Metropolitan Borough council 
will have to close at the end of Manager Hazel Roy told DN: chief executive Frances Done to 

the month unless money canbe “180 people use this service reg- _—_ discuss funding the scheme. 
found to save it. ularly. If every Manchester AAM director Alex Saint said: 
The Arts About Manchester council gave us £5,000 each, we “The funding was limited to 
(AAM) Ticket and Escort could keep running.” three years. Now the funders’ 

Service has been running for One local group is already _ priorities have changed.” 

, over three years. It provides _ putting the pressure on. The AAM has tried and failed to 
ss as cheaper theatre tickets to dis- | Rochdale MS Society is hoping find money from other sources. 


Helping hands: Peter Nurse ARTHURKAY 
(front) and Professor Roland 
Burns, two academics from the 
‘University of Plymouth, have 
won £45,000 of Government “ 

funding to run a feasibility N di . b ili 
study Oi developing a new s—/ Candainavian Mo 1 ity 
generation of highly sophisti- 
cated prosthetic hands. The 


pair have already succeeded in D 


i 


defining for the first time the ..ressure Area Care oe /\ daptability 
sane : 

smyoelectric impulses which ESS UE mili a 
govern muscle movement. >. a Pawar 


St t 
W n S RoHo dry floatation technology or es . mee =n Children's power chairs specially 
extensive range of cushions and designed to grow with the child, fully 


} 5 * 
| mattresses offering optimum pressure eae adjustable, with easy to use controls 
| distribution together with positioning Cee 2 
and postural benefit: 
Pages Rugged construction & chunky tyres cope 
n a mM e S easily with uneven ground; anti-tip wheels t 7 
] if ndependence and articulated suspension give stability V alue for Money 
| : 
Disabled people who want to Rea Comfort 
work in the media are wanted Beoval foal 
_by Channel Four. 
} 


The tv station is putting 
together a database of talented 
disabled actors, presenters and 
production crew. It also wants 
}people who would like occa- 
sional work to contact them. 
| The information will be avail- User tilt and recline together with 
_able via the Channel Four web- padded seat and back give comfort 
site but tv bosses will need a and support for the more active 
‘password before they can 
, access details about individuals. 


rear wheel drive for great 
manoeuvrability 


os 


Te icality \ omfort 


Details, tel: 0171-306 8125. =~ sHelix HO Profiling Bed & 


scrutiny ce 
on study 


A new book aimed at improv- 
ing the lot of visually impaired 
Carers multi-adjustable tilt and 


students is targeting people 
canting aaa ste. rae recline chair with wide range of 


working in universities. y a Tae ae Ge ORG beacons f 
. . vt. { } Uor x éy ff a F options. nique snape ackrest for 
Breaking Down Barriers* sug- st s peas Reta a 2 ; ae te Boke “ P 


gests ways of removing prob- 
lems faced by such students. 
Author Jane Owen said: “As 


Please send details of: Manual Chairs 0 Mattresses 0 R 
far as we know there was no ae A ay a en <i ey 
single volume for staff. Their Pe. , oa vas re ae Pou : = : é ve SCANDINAVIAN M@BILITY 


Assist Manual 
Chair 


Lightweight manual chair with Modern profiling beds give support when 
smart painted frame needed, and offer high levels of comfort 


training needs to be supported 


by this type of textbook.” ‘Ac ees es ay om > abs ‘ 4 Scandinavian Mobility UK Limited 
EducatiopjandhiEmployment A DPR AS EG ead, oe ; Unit C Tyson Courtyard 

Secretary David Blunkett said: ce " Tae wink, An sete ET, 2 ala se Weldon South Industrial Estate 

“This book can help turn the PARE vigiecteniated VN" th a 7 Re Racowiroesse Corby Northants NN18 8AZ 


~ . ™ dg is f “htt ate eee oe 7 . 1 bal 
pore ypeeteanalinycot oppoten., | tad a ee on 2 eee a Tel 01536 272200 Fax 01536 272201 


“nity into practice.” 


£20, ISBN: 0-7487-3344-2. 
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Sounds a good idea 


A hearing impaired man has 
become the first in the UK to 
have his hearing aid fitted using 
a new technique which can pre- 
vent feedback. 

Henry Love, a freelance man- 
agement consultant working 
for the hearing aid manufactur- 
er Starkey, has benefited from 
the new technique developed by 
the company. 

It involves taking an impres- 
sion of the ear canal with a 
newly developed material, and 
with the jaw open, to ensure a 
tighter fitting hearing aid. 

Mr Love said: “If there is feed- 
back it dents your confidence. 
Having the thing fitting so well, 
there is no feedback.” 

Meanwhile, a Nottingham 
expert is demanding that chil- 


Balls 


People with Parkinson’s disease 
or spinal injuries may be helped 
by cells from pigs testicles. 

A team led by professor Paul 
Sanberg of the University of 
South Florida has found that 
cells from the testicles can pro- 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
FOR HIRE 


Lovely jubbly: Henry Love’s hearing aid is now a snug fit MEN 


dren who need cochlear 
implants do not face delays. 
The implants can give a sensa- 


tect neurones transplanted into 
brain damaged rats and also 
encourage damaged parts of 
their brains to regrow. 

The testicle cells, known as 
sertoli, protect growing sperm 
from the body’s immune sys- 


tion of hearing to some pro- 
foundly deaf children and 
adults through an implanted 


tem and also encourage the 
sperm to grow. 

The goal is to protect trans- 
planted cells or help existing 
cells to regrow in humans. 

The sertoli cells would come 
from either pigs or rats, and the 


Plus Latest generation all 
featherlight two section fold 
down ramp that provides 
effortless use, slimline storage 
with maximum safety. 


Tel: 


Fax: 


receiver and a microphone 
worn outside. 

Now Professor Gerard 
O’Donoghue of Queens 
Medical Centre has sum- 
marised existing research which 
shows that the technique works 
well, but works best when it is 
done early in children. 

He said: “Delay can compro- 

mise outcome. There is a win- 
dow of opportunity in young 
children and funding decisions 
should not be delayed.” 
e The National Deaf Children’s 
Society (NDCS) has announced 
a national advice service for 
parents and professionals want- 
ing to know more about 
cochlear implants. 


NDCS, tel: 0171-250 0123. 


best when porkers 


team hopes to carry out human 
trials within two years. 

“The plan is to put them into 
some humans with Parkinson’s 
Disease or some other disorder 
where brain cells die,” said 
Professor Sanberg. 


Inside | 
job for 
atoms 


American scientists have built a_ 
moving molecule which could 
eventually lead to robots tiny 


enough to be injected into the 
body to do repairs. 


The team, led by Nadrian 


Seeman, has created the mole- 
cule from DNA. The molecule 
measures about a millionth of 
a millimetre across and moves 
like a hinge. 

Professor Seeman, a professor 
of chemistry at New York 
University, told DN that it was 
too early to know what condi- 
tions it could help. 

“This is the first baby step in 
that direction,” he said. “But 
arterial clean-up is one of the 
classically envisioned jobs of 
the robots in future.” 

Scientists also believe the tiny 
robots could do repairs to com- 
bat ageing. 

Professor Seeman said body 
repairs might not be possible 
for 20 years or more. 


heya Versa family range of vehicles 
are the benchmark of quality. The trims 
and fabrics used in these vehicles are of 


the highest standard as well as being 
colour co-ordinated with soft headlinings 
and recess discrete lighting. With many comfort, convenience, 
safety and security features, the list is endless. 
For further information or to arrange a demonstration please 


contact Phil Beecham or Mike Jones 


VERSA RANGE PRICE LIST 
Renault Trafic 1.9 diesel 
Nissan Vanette 2.3 diesel 
VW 800 Special 1.9 turbo diesel 
Mercedes Benz Vito 2.0L petrol 
Renault Master 2.5 diesel 
Mercedes Benz Vito 2.3 diesel 
ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 
PLUS a range of used Versa vehicles are available. 


£12,995 
£13,750 
£13,895 
£15,795 
£16,495 
£16,295 


on the road 
on the road 
on the road 
on the road 
on the road 
on the road 


Prices start from £6495 


Unique to 


/IDNES 


CARIGENTRE 


VERSA SALES DEPARTMENT 
Widnes Car Centre Limited, 
_ Moor Lane, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 7AL. 
0151 420 2000 
0151 495 1382 


Phone Phil Hawkins at Versa Sales for an appointment or details of current stock. 


CALL NOW’! for a full information pack. 


All Versa’s are capable of carrying 2 wheelchairs. 
Suitable for families and organisatiohs. 
All models available on ‘MOTABILITY’ lease. 


S/Motability 


*This is a trademark of Motability: 
registered charity number 299745 


Certificate Number FS 33479 
Monday - Friday 
9.00am - 5.30pm 
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complained of discrimination. 


' reins with no additional aids. 


tated and replaced by a pros- 
thetic arm in order to comply. 
David Holmes, chief executive 
of British Dressage, said: 
“People who couldn’t meet the 


= = 


“Rule 77” says riders must 
always keep both hands on the 


Debbie Criddle, a talented 
competitor, considered having 
her disabled right arm ampu- 


Best hand forwards: enthusiasts show off their vehicles at the 
launch of a new sports association for handcycling last month. The 
Handcycling Association of the United Kingdom was launched by 
the British Wheelchair Sports Federation to provide disabled people 
with opportunities to take up this new sport. The association aims 


down for UK 


|The governing body of British 
}dressage hastily amended a 
recently introduced rule last 
month after a disabled rider 


rules could apply for dispensa- 
tion. But the sticking point was 
that the certificate prevented 
riders from competing.” 

A dispensation committee has 
now been set up so that riders 
with disabilities can compete. 

David McCrae, the UK Sports 
Council’s disability project co- 
ordinator, said: “This was a 
safety rule which would have 
been addressed eventually, but 
the publicity surrounding 
Debbie Criddle led to an emer- 
gency meeting which agreed 
immediate changes.” 


to promote it as a fun way to keep fit. Details, tel: (01296) 395995. 


DN man 
starts In 
middle 


DN’s sponsored rally driver 
Paul Hannam (see DN, 
February), managed a middle 
ranking in his first race. 

In an event in early February 
at Pemray in West Wales, Paul 
finished fifth in his own class 
and in 36th place overall from a 
field of 64. 

Paul said: “The problem was 
that the ground was wet and 
slippery, and the back brakes 
were locking. It was better in 
the dry because we were 50 sec- 
onds faster than on the wet.” 

Brake disks and a hand-brake 
have now been installed in the 
Vauxhall Nova, which Paul says 
makes braking “phenomenal”. 
The engine has been upgraded 
from 1600cc to 2000cc. 

The next race is on 7th 
March, also at Pemray. Paul 
said: “We hope to finish in the 
top 20 at least.” 


A new generation of power chairs, new standards 


Archers 
shot past 
the mark 


Two British disabled archers set 
new world records in the pre- 
liminary rounds of the Indoor 
European Championhsips in 
Belgium last month, although 
the heat of the competition 
meant gold medals eluded both 
of them in the final rankings. 

Paul from 
Nottinghamshire, and Jane 
Moore, from the Isle of Man, 
set new world records at 18m 
with respective scores of 562 
and 538 out of as possible 600. 

But in the final shoot outs, 
when the number of arrows 
available drops from 120 to 18, 
Mr Hawthorne only managed 
a bronze, and Ms Moore failed 
to get on the rostrum. 

British disabled archery co- 

ordinator Bernard Chapman 
said the reason for the disap- 
pointing finish was similar to 
sprint athletics: Linford 
Christie might set a world 
record in the heats, he said, but 
then “bomb out” in the final. 
e Four silver medal perfor- 
mances helped Britain to fourth 
place overall in the Cross 
Country World Championships 
in Portugal last month. 

Visually impaired athlete 
Noel Thatcher won silver, as 
did Mark Brown, an amputee, 
blind runner Bob Matthews, 
and John Nethercolt, who has 
cerebral palsy. 


Hawthorne, 


in ride comfort, drive quality and styling. 


The Viva power chair offers:- 


B A range of modular seating systems. 


@ Four wheel adjustable suspension giving 


performance with comfort. 


@ Onboard charger. 


@ Up to 35 miles on a single charge. 


@ Speeds up to 6.5 mph. 


@ Excellent kerb and hill climbing ability. 


H Programmable joystick control. 


@ Transportable - dismantles into 
five parts. 


H Models available for people up to 32 stones (450Ibs). 


Team talk 


Tanni Grey 


stranger 
days with 
strangers 


I’ve always known my life as an 
athlete is bizarre. Now I’m con- 
vinced I should give up trying 
to stop it being so. 

My “season” has just started 
which means never really 
unpacking, losing various arti- 
cles from my wardrobe (I’m 
really useless at packing when I 
leave), sleeping in airports, get- 
ting addicted to my Gameboy 
again (it kills loads of time), 
and hopefully somewhere along 
the way competing. 

Last week someone stopped 
me in the street (while I was 
training) and, after a brief chat, 
announced the number of days 
left until “Sydney”. 

At least you know when 
someone calls it “Sydney” that 
they’re a total sports nut and 
you’re relatively safe. 

As soon as a city is awarded 
paralympic status it seems to 
lose its ability to be known for 
anything else. You only need to 
mention Barcelona, Atlanta or 
Sydney and, if they understand 
you, you can be friends for life. 

What I should have found 
scarier is that someone would 
count the number of days, and 


Electric Mobility has been designing and manufacturing vehicles for the mobility 
market for over 20 years, and this experience is reflected in the innovative design 
and superb engineering of its new Viva power chair. For further information please 
contact Electric Mobility using the freephone number or the freepost address. 


ELECTRIC 
MOBILITY 


EURO 


Electric Mobility Euro Ltd. FREEPOST (BA1449), Yeovil Somerset BA22 8YZ 


Freephone 0800 252614 or visit our Web Site - http://www.emobility.com 


American Society 
on Aging 


DN2/99 


} Supply your name, address and telephone number to qualify for £100 off 
the purchase price of a Viva power chair. Valid until March 1999. 


for what reason? Back at home 
I decided I didn’t want to know 
the number of days. Just saying 
“18 months” gives me more 
time to panic. 

Just after that I was stopped 
again. This time by a woman 
who had seen me on TV. 

I must admit, even my mum 
admitted I looked tidy when I 
was interviewed. 

She boosted my ego by saying 
that, but I should have known 
it wouldn’t last. 

She pointed out that “didn’t 
the BBC have good make-up 
artists”, “good hairdressers” 
and how good they were at 
“picking clothes to suit me”. 

It was the look she put on that 
did it. You know, the one that 
said: “It’s a shame you don’t 
have them now.” 

Then the final, overarching 
comment came. “Of course,” 
she pronounced, “you look a 
lot younger on TV.” 

That was it. Back to the old 
saying of: “If you don’t laugh 
you cry.” At least I could laugh. 

I think I preferred knowing 
how many days are left until 
Sydney: 426, and counting. 
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Reforms ‘encourage dependency” 


I welcome some of the changes 
envisaged in the Government’s 
new Welfare Reform and 
Pensions Bill. Introducing a sin- 
gle gateway to benefit for 
claimants and making benefit 
for most claimants conditional 
on attending interviews to dis- 
cuss their work prospects are 
positive moves in creating a 
pro-active welfare state. 

I also welcome plans to 
reform the All Work Test — 
though with some reservations. 
Making the assessment test 
more flexible could be the 
beginning of an important 
reform, but the Bill is silent on 
how, let alone when, this ought 
to be achieved. 

Other parts of the Bill cause 
me serious disquiet. 

In its original consultation 
paper, A New Contract for 
Welfare, the Government put 
forward the idea that the 
welfare state should be rebuilt 
as a contract between Govern- 
ment and citizen, based on 
trust, so that “people can have 
greater confidence that they 
will get proper protection in 
return for the contributions 
they make”. 

Rather than strengthening this 
contract, key proposals in the 
Bill would undermine it. 

The Government estimates 
that 30,000 people who would 
have claimed Incapacity Benefit 
(IB) will be unable to do so in 


The DynaVox A 


augmentative 
communication 
aid has helped to 
build a better life 
for thousands of 
users of all ages 
across the world. 


Frank Field MP lost his job as Minister for 
Welfare Reform last year. Here, he points 
out how the latest welfare plans fall short. 


the first year of the new rules, 
rising to 170,000 long term. 
Many will rightly expect cover 
from the National Insurance 
(NI) scheme. Some will now be 
too old, or lack the resources, 
to take out private insurance. 
How can this be squared with 
the promise of a contract? 


My “thinking the unthinkable” 
project accepted that welfare 
entitlements affect behaviour 
and the Government should 
aim for welfare provision that 
affects behaviour positively. 
That will not result from the 
proposed changes to the 
qualifying rules for IB. 


powerful and sophisticated device, the DynaVox with its exclusive 
system software helps those with speech difficulties to develop their 
own sense of self expression and independence. 

The DynaVox 3100 features a dynamic display providing hundreds of ready 
to use communication pages and vocabulary sets. Its processing speed and 
a comprehensive concept tagged word prediction facility make personal 
page creation fast, and enable the user to communicate quickly and 
confidently. 
The even smaller lightweight DynaMyte 3100 is a portable device with the 
same advanced communication capabilities, offering greater freedom to 
the more active speech aid user. 


For full information on DynaVox 3100, or DynaMyte 3100, and for a 
demonstration call FREEPHONE 0800 243006 or write to: 


= 


SUNRISE 


Sunrise Medical Limited (Dept DN3) 


Sunrise Business Park, High Street, Wollaston, West Midlands DY8 4PS England 


Fax 01384 44 67 99 


The Government says some 
unemployed people are 
wrongly claiming IB which 
“has become an alternative 
support in unemployment”. Its 
solution is to make the contrib- 
ution conditions stricter by 
bringing them into line with 
the conditions for Job Seeker’s 
Allowance (JSA). 

The advantage of the present 
system is that IB acts asa 
genuine safety net, allowing 
someone with a disabling 
illness to move in and out of 
work several times knowing 
that their attempts to remain 
economically active will not 
disqualify them from IB. 

Under the new system, 
someone who pays inadequate 
NI during a period of 
intermittent illness and work is 
likely to become ineligible for 
IB. So there will be an incentive 
to move on to IB sooner, 
probably at the onset of ill- 
health. Once on benefit, there 
is no time limit after which 
payments end. Likewise, 
coming off IB by trying to work 
again will risk losing the right 
to benefit if the period in work 
does not last very long. 

The one exception to the rule 
is if claimants move from IB or 
Severe Disablement Allowance 
(SDA) to Disability Working 
Allowance (DWA). They can 
take advantage of a two-year 
linking rule which allows them 
to return to benefit directly 
without losing insurance rights. 

But there is no evidence so far 
that the Government will be 
able to make this linking rule 
effective. Only around 3,600 
people were on DWA in 1998 
having previously claimed IB or 
SDA. Yet the Government aims 
to deny benefit to 170,000 
claimants. 

If the linking rule is kept with 
the new Disabled Persons Tax 
Credit (DPTC), far higher take- 
up will need to be ensured. Yet, 
most worryingly, the Govern- 
ment admits it cannot estimate 
the increased take-up of DPTC. 


The proposed reform is like 
erecting a higher fence around 
a field. It will be harder to get 
in, but once you’re in, it will be 
harder to get out. It will 
increase welfare dependency 
unnecessarily and, worse still, 
encourage people to claim 
benefit earlier so the Govern- 
ment will not save money. 

What should the reforms be? 
¢ Re-align IB to JSA, say for the 
first two years of benefit. This 
would remove the incentive to 
migrate from the JSA to IB. 

e Make a fundamental change 
in the All Work Test so as to 
appraise what people are capa- 
ble of achieving, not what they 
cannot do. 

e Spend more money on retain- 
ing disabled people in jobs. 
£30m is modest compared to 
the £3.5bn being spent on the 
Welfare to Work programme 
for able-bodied people, where 
there are no across-the-board 
cuts in benefits. How does the 
Government justify treating a 
larger group of sick and disabled 
claimants more harshly, while 
spending less than 1 per cent of 
£3.5bn on active welfare reform? 

What is crucially important is 
the direction in which the 
Government is moving. 
Changing the contribution 
rules to IB is likely to make 
more people dependent on 
means-tested benefits; 
narrowing entitlement to SDA 
will throw more people on to 
means-tested Income Support 
(IS); the new Disability Income 
Guarantee is, in fact, only a 
more generous IS. 

Each of these measures is a 
step backward, towards a wel- 
fare state that caters only for 
the poorest — and was originally 
rejected by the Government. 

Not only will this version of 
the welfare state encourage 
dependency and lack of effort, 
but by remaining simply a 
handout for the poorest, it will 
continue to lack the broad 
legitimacy needed to protect it 
from complete distruction. 


IS GETTING INTO AND OUT OF 
YOUR CAR DIFFICULT? 


Enjoy stress free access to your vehicle with an 
Elap Rotating Car Seat 


Seats designed for most 
makes and models of 
both two and four 

door vehicles 


for further details please contact 
ELAP Engineering Ltd, 
Dept. DN, Fort St, 
Accrington BB5 1QG 
Tel: 01254 871599 

Fax: 01254 389992 
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Long-term care is 
fe. current hot 
potato, says Rod 
Hermeston, but 
what does it mean 
for young people? 


After much talk and specula- 
tion and a dramatic leak, the 
body set up by the Government 
to look into the provision of 
long-term care for elderly peo- 
ple was due to publish its find- 
ings as DN went to press. 
Wich has been made of the 
spiralling cost of care for an 
ageing population. But disabili- 
ty groups are also concerned at 
what the Royal Commission on 
the Funding of Long Term 
Care for the Elderly will say 
about younger disabled people. 
_ Their future and current 
care needs are part of its 
remit, although a Commission 
spokesman says they are “not 
absolutely central” to it. 
Needless to say, the dis- 
ability lobby is worried. Neil 
Betteridge, head of campaigns 
at the Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR), says that while 
RADAR took part in one refer- 
ence group meeting, and 
offered to coordinate more 
input from disability groups, 
the offer was not taken up. 


“That reinforced our fears 


that they were not interested in 
the issues affecting younger dis- 
abled people,” he says. 

But disability groups do dis- 
agree on what the Commission 
should say at this point. 

The Voluntary Organisations 
Disability Group (VODG), an 
umbrella organisation includ- 
mos ,scope and) Leonard 
Cheshire, fears there is not 


Daniel Cooper, 13, has severe 
learning disabilities and chal- 
lenging behaviour. He needs 
constant supervision. Attending 
Scope’s Beech Tree School in 
Preston has helped him to 
make progress. But his mother 
Vivien does not know if he can 
stay in education beyond 19. 

“I do not want him to reach 
19 and it to be said he cannot 
develop further,” she says. “I 
don’t want him put away some- 
where. He is a sociable child 
but in order for him to partici- 
pate he will need support.” 


enough information about the 
number of young disabled peo- 
ple needing care, and what 
their needs and desires are. 

John Knight, secretary of 
VODG, says: “We are hoping 
that the Commission will sim- 
ply recommend that the 
Department of Health picks 
this up as a standing issue and 
starts research on it. Anything 
else it suggests would be based 
on inadequate information.” 

But Mr Betteridge says that 
could lead to delays in people 
getting the support in the short 
term. Frances Hasler, co-direc- 
tor of the National Centre for 
Independent Living, agrees. 
“People want flexible, afford- 
able, reliable, dignified support 
which they have choice about 
and control over,” she says. 
“Study after study says that. 
We don’t need to waste money 
asking people again.” 

Whatever the case may be, the 
needs of younger disabled peo- 
ple do need to be met. And 
their needs do vary. 

The VODG claims there is a 
need for 25,000 supported resi- 
dential places over the next five 
years. Mr Knight insists this 
does not just mean places in 
institutions. But he claims local 
authorities are increasingly 
falling back on this as a cheap- 
er option. “This is bad and the 
Royal Commission should be 
aware of this,” he says. 

Funding should also be made 
available to maximise indepen- 
dence and level the playing field 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 
for people with disabilities, says 
the VODG. 

It has recommended to the 
Commission that there must be 
support allowing those who 
can work to do so. This ties in 
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Young ways forward 


with the need for a more flexi- 
ble benefits system, it claims. 

Mr Betteridge agrees. But he 
worries it could all be under- 
mined if the Commission sug- 
gests scrapping the distinction 
between health and social care, 
when at the moment health still 
dominates funding. 

“Our fear is that support ser- 
vices could be more med- 
icalised,” he says. “The support 
services people need to live 
with dignity are not always 
health services.” 

But some comfort was drawn 
from a leak in January that 
suggested the Commission 
would call for free health and 
social care for elderly people, 
whether they are in residential 
homes or in the community. 

Mr Knight certainly hopes the 
leak is accurate. He says this 
change means young disabled 
people who never earn money 
would still get provision later. 

But Mr Betteridge has doubts 
about the kind of accommoda- 
tion which might be state fund- 
ed. “The only way you are 
going to get people to put 
money aside is through fear 
that the basic state provision 
will be so inadequate,” he says. 
“People who are not working 
are going to be the people who 
get inadequate provision.” 

The Commission meanwhile 
is standing its ground. A 


Sophie Partridge, 30, has brittle 
bones. She manages her own 
support and works unpaid. 

“Tf I could work part-time and 
know that I would not be 
penalised then I would work,” 
she says. “But at the moment it 
would mess up my benefits and 
it might affect my care money. 
In the future I always want to 
have a say in who cares for me 
and for it to be in my home.” 


spokesman insists that consul- 
tation has been extensive. “We 
consulted every group we pos- 
sibly could consult,” he says. 
“Issues about flexibility and 
giving people freedom to make 
their own choices are pretty 
much at the heart of what the 
Commission is about.” 

Whether that applies to free- 
dom for young people — the 
future long-term disabled — 
remains to be seen. 


Are You Looking For 
a Quality Wheelchair 
Accessible Vehicle, 
Designed for YOUR Needs? 


Carchair adds 
a touch of 


Then 
look no 
further. 


panache in a 
range of 
quality People » 
Carriers & 
including the 
Peugeot 806, d 
Mercedes V-Class 


and Chrysler Voyager. 


Constables have a range 
of affordable solutions 
which will give you the 
freedom you’re seeking. 


For more details and 
a FREE No Obligation 
demonstration 
at your home 
Contact: 


4 


" 
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: 


Cons fens 


Dept. DN/1098/D/M, 
FREEPOST (BR1032), Westham, 
Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR 


The Carchair system puts you 
into the front seat position of a 
range of 3 door cars without 
having to transfer from the 
specially designed wheelchair 


Tel: 01323-767574 Fax: 01323-767603 . 


Selected 
Vehicles are 
Available 
Through 
Motability 


Constables offer a range of 
wheelchair accessible vehicles, 
representing outstanding value for 
money. 
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14 Just the job 


Fine roles 
to master 


Launching a new series on career choices, 


Rod Hermeston takes a look at teaching 


Nobody forgets a good 
teacher, the advert says. But 
how many of us can remember 
having a disabled one? 

Probably not many. Only 0.1 
per cent of teachers are 
disabled according to Skill, the 
national bureau for students 
with disabilities. 

But that is no reason to avoid 
the profession. As a disabled 


Two ways fo train 

e A Bachelor of Education 
(BEd) degree is mainly 
aimed at primary teaching. 
The course will take up to 
four years to complete. 
eThe Postgraduate 


Certificate in Education, 
usually a full-time one-year 
course, is the common 
route for secondary teach- 
ing, although postgraduates 
can get into primary 
schools with it as well. 


person, you can shape children 


into more open-minded adults. 


You might not know at the 
outset that teaching is for you. 
But there are a lot of sources 


EasyLiner PX and EasySleeve 


of advice. For instance, Skill 
has recently published a new 
booklet Into Teaching, which 
outlines the way in, the 
problems and solutions, and 
relates the experience of 
disabled teachers. 
Organisations such as the 
National Union of Teachers 
(NUT) can provide advice too. 
It all sounds simple. But 
problems exist from the start. 
Sophie Corlett, assistant 
director of Skill, says some 
training institutions are more 
open than others. Applicants 
also have to undergo a medical 
fitness test. In England, at 
least, this is a big hurdle, says 
Ms Corlett. Scottish 
regulations are less restrictive. 
Getting work experience can 
provide proof of ability and 
medical fitness to teach, says 
Skill. But Ms Corlett, says: 
“You may need more work 
experience than anyone else.” 
If you do get onto a course 
you should ensure you get the 
support you need while you 
are on it. “The best thing to do 
is talk to the disability co- 


Blind lecturer Ron Winstanley teaching a student at The Royal National College for the Blind RNC 


ordinator and tutors,” says Ms 
Corlett. “You should also 
make sure in advance that your 
placements will be accessible if 
you have mobility problems.” 
Karen Williamson is deaf and 
teaches information 
technology at a further 
education college in Bristol. 
She faced difficulties with the 
medical test. “I didn’t find out 
if I had passed the test until 
nearly the end of the course,” 
she says. “It was worrying.” 
During her teaching practice 
there were problems too. “The 
teachers were not very 
accepting at all,” she says. “I 
got other teachers of the deaf 
to come in and talk to them.” 
So it is not all plain sailing. 
And having got through your 
course and started looking for 
a job, you may still need to 


explain about your disability. 
Ms Corlett says: “Have the 
answers about how you are 
going to do the job. Don’t be 
resentful about giving them.” 

There is, of course, help 
available when you apply, such 
as the Access to Work scheme. 

The Government says it 
recognises that getting into 
teaching has its difficulties. 
While the Teacher Training 
Agency is addressing teacher 
training providers’ recruitment 
policies, the Government also 
wants to raise local authority 
awareness about barriers to 
recruitment. 

So teaching is an option, and 
you should have a go. But be 
prepared for obstacles. 


Skill, tel: 0171-978 9890. 
NUT, tel: 0171-388 6191. 


Exceptionally soft, stretchy, strong and durable, these gel liners and suspension 
sleeves provide the ultimate in comfort and reliability for lower limb amputees 


Illustrated: EasyLiner PX 


EasyLiner 


gentle on skin 
Easy donning 


® Wrinkle-free material is e 


EasySleeve 


EasyLiner 


© Sleeve suspension 


Ideal accompaniment for 


Dry fit - just a little talc on 
the outer surface 

© Material softness reduces 
popliteal pressure 

© Stretchability allows 
comfort for a wide range 
of residual limb shapes 

© Uses similar cast 
modification to a urethane 
liner 


provides air lock and helps 
maintain prosthesis in 
position 

® Cleaned using soap and 
water 

® Stretchability eases 
positioning on prosthesis 


Refer to your prosthetist 


Now available with distal lock 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 
Lister Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG22 4AH 
Telephone: 01256 465771 Facsimile: 01256 479705 


THE PRINCE OF WALES: 
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Chalking 
up small 
victories 


Lisa Pioli, who is dyslexic, 
teaches at a primary school in 
east London. She doesn’t view 
her disability as a disadvantage. 

“T find easier and more fun 
ways for children to do what 
they need to do,” she says. “I 
know how to break it down for 
them because I had to do that.” 

She also says her disability 
helps her understand the 
problems some children face. 
One child in her class has 
trouble with hundreds, tens 
and units, so she has a system 
to make him understand this 
visually, with sardines (units) 
going into tins (tens), which 
then go into boxes (hundreds). 

However, while she has told 
the school about her disability, 
she has not told parents. 

She says: “Dyslexia has this 
label that you are stupid and 
cannot read and write. While it 
is not true, you won’t get that 
across to an angry parent.” 

She thinks they will be more 
supportive once she has been at 
the school longer. 

Nicky Matthews has been 
blind since birth, and has 
taught modern languages at a 
secondary school in east 
Yorkshire for ten years. 

But she faced problems when 
she tried to get accepted on to 
courses. “One university | 
applied to said they couldn’t 
see how they would place me 
on teaching practice, or how I 
could get a job,” she says. 

She does believe in being open 
about her disability, “I find that 
you have to give pupils and 
parents the opportunity to ask 
you questions,” she says. 

She has a support worker to 
act as her eyes. 
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Life with four young sons is 
anything but peaceful. 
Competition for my attention, 
the bathroom or even an extra 
chip on a plate can be fierce, 
but it delights me to say that, in 
‘the thick of this daily 
‘emotional maelstrom, my 
disabled son, Dominic, ten, 
has learned to stand his 
ground fearlessly. 

He wasn’t always so brave. 
Like many down’s syndrome 
infants, he was fragile, slow to 
acquire even basic motor or 
communication skills and 
seemingly doomed to exist on 
the periphery of family life. 

But at around four years of 
age a transformation took 
place. The “real” Dominic 
started to emerge. Once this 
had began, he rapidly soaked 
sup skills and knowledge that 
shad eluded him since birth. 
| Thrilled as we were with the 
rapport Dominic now shares 
with his brothers, there remain 
some differences between them 
which do not always sit 
comfortably together. 

Much of Dominic’s behaviour 
is idiosyncratic and obsessive. 
He can spend hours rocking, 
droning or simply banging 
objects together. Lights have to 

be switched on (and off and on 
again) every time he enters a 
room, while cushions and 
covers are instantly flung to the 
floor. Conversation with him 
consists mainly of lengthy 
recitals of lists and phrases. 

~ When Dominic is at home my 
workload doubles. I have to be 
aware of where he is and what 
he is doing 24 hours a day. 

As an “older mum” I find 
keeping track of a human 
hurricane one of the most 
tiring aspects of caring. 

_ My other sons are extremely 
tolerant although naturally get 


* All single rooms 


* Views of open countryside 


* Competitive rates 


Need a break for yourself or your carer? 
if so 


Helen Ley House 


providing respite care for people with multiple sclerosis 
offers you 


* First class personal attention 
* Qualified nursing staff at all times 


* Varied choice of menu including special diets 


* Daily outings and other leisure activities 

* Physiotherapy, Aromatherapy and Reflexology 
* Hairdressing service available on site 

* Transport service from Midlands possible 


Still interested? 


Then write or telephone: The Helen Ley Home, 
Bericote Road, Blackdown, Leamington Spa 
CV32 6QP. Tel: (01926) 313550, Fax: (01926) 888972 
E-mail: mngt@helenley.org.uk 
Reg. Charity No. 288362 
A warm welcome awaits all our guests old and new 


frustrated when he interrupts 
their games and homework or 
“wees” on their duvets. 

Things came to a head five 
years ago when I suddenly fell 
seriously ill. 

Don, my husband, was away 
on business and although I was 
able to off-load my other three 
sons onto friends, I knew of 
nobody with the time and 
experience to look after 
Dominic on a one-to-one basis. 

Through fever and sickness I 
somehow managed to cope. 
When I recovered I decided it 
must be a priority to ensure 
that emergency respite care was 
in place for the future. 

Having discovered that 
Dominic did in fact have a 
(very dormant) case manager, 
my initial request to social 
services was for six hours of 
respite care each month. 

Ten weeks later, a family link 
co-ordinator paid a visit, 
promising to find a voluntary 
carer for Dominic. 

Being somewhat naive at that 
stage and not wanting to rock 
the boat, I waited patiently for 
the wheels of social services to 
grind into motion. 

Instead they ground to a halt. 
After a year of waiting, social 
services had delivered nothing. 
Eventually, a new case manager 
was appointed and, finally, in 
May 1995, my needs as a carer 
were assessed. 

This assessment confirmed 
that we are a “high need” case. 
It claimed that we would be 
provided with six hours of 
respite care every Saturday. 
Over the following year we 
were given plenty of excuses 
but still not one hour of respite. 

In desperation, I lodged a 
complaint with the local 
government ombudsman. So 
began an 18-month 


Rooting for respite care breaks: Dominic and Antoinette Tricker 


investigation during which we 
received no respite care. 

At long last, in October 1997 
(some three and a half years 
since I had first requested 
respite care), Surrey social 
services was found guilty of 
maladministration for failing to 


@ 

- Need to find 
solutions to 
independence 
e@ 

Want to compare and 
test before you buy 
e 
Want to see all the 
market leading 
products 
@ 

Want a great 
day out 


Dont miss this great 
event, with free 
seminars and lots 
to see and do. 


| en «=x =) 
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‘Regular breaks are a must 


A carer's assessment helped Antoinette Tricker fight to get some regular respite care for her son Dominic 


ridden with guilt at leaving 
Dominic with strangers, but 
following an integration 
programme I could see he was 
settling in well and so we took 
the “next big step”. Booking 
him in for a fortnight, we took 
the other boys on holiday to 
Cyprus, where we enjoyed, for 
the first time ever, “normal” 
family life. We returned 
relaxed, revitalised and, of 
course, dying to see Dominic 
again. 

The experience taught us that, 
despite our deep love for 
Dominic, his behaviour had 
built up incredible stress levels 
within the family and that in 
future we would view regular 
breaks from him as a must. 

I recognise that not all 
families will feel the same, but 
for those who can relate to our 
feelings, I would urge action 
sooner rather than later. 

As | learned all too painfully, 
the existence of an assessment 
does not guarantee results. Yet, 
without one, a carer has few 
means of forcing social services 
to deliver its promises of 
respite care. 


implement what had been their 
own assessment. 

Social services then came up 
with a new care plan within 
three months, granting 20 days 
respite care each year for 
Dominic in a residential 
children’s home. At first I was 


Carers National Association 
has launched an Ask for an 
Assessment Campaign this 
month. For details, contact the 
CarersLine, tel: 0345-573 369. 


Independent 
Living Show 


Dates 


asgow & 


oo" as 
* Power Fold Trg r err 

* Adjustable Seq 

Tay 4 

»Ex Stock 

Bs 5776 (19% 

+969 Minute In 


BRISTOL 
March 24th-25th Whitchurch Sports Centre 


GLASGOW 
April 28th-29th SECC 


LONDON 
September 15th-16th Wembley 


Wicket Coupon 


tickets: 


mde perdemt Livwimg. FPreepost svwvB 112. 
re]. Box S13. Bristol Bs772 2Er 


or call the ticket Notline 
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Address 
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David Griffiths tries 
out the new HiAce 
PowerVan conversion 


Never slow to cotton on to a 
new idea, the Lewis Reed 
Group has just turned out a 
potentially winning package 
based on the renowned HiAce 
from Toyota. 

Using the GX version of the 
latest HiAce PowerVan, the 
Toyota Cruiser offers a roomy 
interior with just over 55in of 
headroom, comfortable all- 
round independent suspension 
and ample room for four adults 
plus a wheelchair. This 
extremely smart package costs 
just under £15,000 if diesel 
powered, £400 less for petrol. 

Externally it all looks very 
nice — quality metallic paint 
work with trendy graphics gave 
the demonstrator immediate 
appeal — whilst inside there was 
an air of spaciousness compli- 
mented by neat, tidy trimming 
and functional lighting. 

Out on the road the quality 
feel was very apparent. 
Everything felt solid and safe'as 
we ploughed along uneven 
country lanes well greased with 
good country mud. The ride 
was a little firm, perhaps, 
especially on pot holes, and 
may well benefit from some 
suspension modification, but 


More Capacity 


‘Winning package 


The Toyota HiAce PowerVan with long wheelbase is ‘a quality conversion at an affordable price’ 


the absence of bounce and roll 
could well be worth it, for 
rarely have I felt more secure in 
any rear entry vehicle than I did 
in this Toyota. 

Noise levels were average and 
conversation between driver 
and passenger was possible 
even at higher speeds. For the 
wheelchair passenger, there is 
excellent all round vision 
through big, clear windows. 

Ventilation is good and many 
people will find that they can 
open and close a side window 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 


Telescopic side steps 


Choice of wheelchair ramps 


Choice of wheelchair securing 


Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value for Money 
Fully adapted from 


without having to call for help. 

The driver fares well with 
comfortable seating, a tilt- 
adjustable steering wheel, 
powered steering and windows, 
and electronic door mirrors. 
Unusually, the driver’s seat 
reclines fully. 

Access on the test model was 
via a folding Rolac ramp 
system. Rolac makes some of 
the safest and best ramps 
around. But with a floor height 
of 20in the gradient was steep, 
so the powered winch was 


gives you 


MORE 


essential to safety and success. 
The HiAce a is a solid, well 
designed vehicle quite capable 
of handling a tail-lift, so 
prospective purchasers would 
be wise to consider this 
solution rather than a ramp. 
The HiAce marque has been 
around for 30 years. Toyotas 
are renowned for long life 
(200,000 trouble-free miles 
from an engine is fairly 
common) and there are quite a 
few 20-year-old specimens 
happily going about their daily 


business in my home town, so 
this is a chariot for those who 
prefer to avoid unnecessary 
change, or who intend to cover 
longer distances. 

Once again Lewis Reed has 
achieved a quality conversion at : 
an affordable price. It looks | 
good, feels good, and should 
appeal to many who cannot 
afford a VW Caravelle yet wish 
to avoid the “Pope mobile” : 
image of small conversions. | 

All too often it’s the little 
things that matter but which 
often get overlooked. The 
PowerVan has a top-hung rear 
door to keep you protected 
from the inevitable British 
weather and two smart, little 
spotlights to provide clear 
illumination of access areas. 

No fumbling around on a dark, 
wet night for those wise enough 
to have a Toyota. 

The HiAce PowerVan comes 
with a three year warranty and 
is available in long or short 
wheel-base versions with a 2.7 
litre petrol or 2.4 litre diesel 
engine. My advice is go for the 
diesel. A pity there isn’t one 
with automatic transmission. 


Lewis Reed, tel: 0151-650 2334 


More Original Features 
Volkswagen seating 


Volkswagen seatbelts 

Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 

Volkswagen interior roof lining 


Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence 


eae! “ey 


free no obligation home trial 
and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


1B 


DisabilityNow March 1999 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 
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Bringing a new dimension 
to the wheelchair passenger 
and family 
converted 
vehicles 


Brotherwoods quality conversion 
of the Volkswagen Sharan is the 
only adapted vehicle in the U.K. 

with V.C.A. Type Approval 
No. LC326/A/027. 


All restraints including those for 
the wheelchair passenger, 
have been tested and 
approved to the 

highest European 

M1 standard. 


Volkswagen Sharan 
from £24,774 


Exclusive to The Brotherwood 
converted VW Sharan, - 
‘S’ models :- ABS brakes, factory fitted alarm system, electric 
operated/heated mirrors, heated windscreen. 


Citroén Berlingo Compact 


The most successful new car conversion of 1998 Ge hibition of the yea" 
Look at the all inclusive specification to see why:- ~~ First exnl 


Va 
Power steering, air conditioning, tinted glass, stereo cassette, electric front windows, fi March 24th "4 25th t 
remote central locking, electric passenger door mirror, immobiliser, one piece i t Living South Wes 
up & over tailgate, heated rear window with wash & wipe. Independent | 
Whitchurch Sports Centre - 


Petrol injection 1.8 engine/5 speed £16 y S46 BRISTOL 
Diesel 1.9 engine/5 speed £ 17%, of5 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP 
Telephone: 01935 872603 °¢ Fax: 01935 872853 
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Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 Fax: 0171-619 7331 


E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
Website: http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Holidays: good times ... 


Your article about cruising 
(DN, January) highlighted the 
disadvantages of this type of 
holiday for people with disabil- 
ities. I hope this will redress the 
balance. 

Through a Thomson’s 
advertisement for holiday 
cruises, we booked one of the 
two wheelchair accessible 
cabins on The Emerald for two 
weeks sailing in the 
Mediterranean. It was a 
marvellous experience. 

The advantages were an 
accessible form of touring for 
those who cannot access a tour 
bus; an environment in which 
my elderly mother and I can 


... and bad 


Your article on Benidorm (DN, 
February) omits some of the 
problems which confront peo- 
ple with a disability travelling 
abroad. 

The major problem we have 
found is the coaches used to 
transport people between the 
airport and hotels. Many are 


safely spend time apart while 
holidaying together; and no 
worry about the suitability of 
the next hotel room. 

Since then we have been on a 
transatlantic cruise in The 
Emerald, to Alaska on Sky 
Princess and the Panama Canal 
on Sun Princess. 

My advice is: talk to the 
cruise companies — the 
brochures are incomprehensible; 
book the best cabin you can 
afford; tell everyone what you 
need at every opportunity, and 
don’t be afraid of “going it 
alone” in port. 

Janet Handley 
Coventry 


very high off the ground with 
steep, narrow steps, and often 
have a fold-away courier seat 
which makes access difficult 
and undignified. 

With 8,500 wheelchair users 
travelling to Benidorm each 
year, surely it is time holiday 
companies like Thomson Holi- 
days offered suitable transport? 
Neil Hollingworth 
Scope in Huddersfield 


SUSSEX HEALTH CARE 
NEW SPECIALIST UNITS IN HORSHAM, WEST SUSSEX 


In October 1998, a new dual, registered, purpose built specialist unit was opened in Horsham, 
for younger adults (18-35 years) with physical disabilities. The two 10 bed units are located 
close to all the local amenities on a main road leading into the centre of Horsham. 


Every resident will have an individual plan of care 
and support with provision of a full activity/continuing 
education programme. 


YOU ARE WELCOME 
TO VISIT 


Glenn Hoddle’s gaffe 


I am aa bed-bound paraplegic 
who was not offended by Glenn 
Hoddle, as he only voiced his 
opinion, and in doing so 
opened an arena for disabled 
people to make a comment. 

In normal circumstances 
disabled people get little oppor- 
tunity to get any publicity from 
any media. 

Paul Simpson 
Derby 


I got smashed up in a road acci- 
dent by a drunken lorry driver 
when I was young and I object 
to this football manager saying 
that disablement is payment for 
the person’s own sin in an earli- 
er life. He should be ousted. 
Tim Room 

Norwich 


Glenn Hoddle seems to believe 
it is our fault that we are the 
way we are. He is not the only 
one. The establishment, 
whether religious or political, 


Department of Health is 


Your article about job opportu- 
nities in the Civil Service (DN, 
December) omitted the 
Department of Health. 

I chair the department’s 
Disabled Staff Working Group. 
The Department was awarded 
the “two ticks” symbol in April 
1996 and we keep a close eye on 
how it is operating. 

5.8 per cent of our staff 
consider they have a disability 
(based on a staff survey which 
had a 98 per cent return), 


England’s now ex team manager 


finds Hoddle’s perspective useful. 
Local councils construct new 
eligibility criteria on the basis 
of the more deserving having 
their needs met whilst accepting 
the needs of others will not be. 
To say Hoddle is off his 
rocker or that he is bananas 
discriminates against disabled 
people. What we want is an 
open debate and a way forward 
that provides for our inclusion 
in society as equals. 
Brent Advocacy Concerns 
London NW 10. 


I wish to come to the defence 


second only to Social Security 
in your list. And our 
departmental disability budget 
of £58,000 is used to support 
two disabled staff placements 
and to cover equipment needs, 
etc, of disabled staff. 

I personally have had a good 
17-year career in this department 
and am also being mentored as 
part of the Civil Service bursary 
scheme you mentioned, which 
supports me and other disabled 
staff who have the potential to 


Each bungalow unit has a sensory courtyard garden 
at its centre and there is a spacious activity centre 
with multi sensory room and spa pool on the site. 


The units have been built to a very high specification 
and all rooms have track hoists and en-suite facilities. 


If you would like further information about this new 
accommodation, or would like to visit, please phone: 
KINGSMEAD LODGE, tel: (01403) 211790 or 


(01403) 217338. 


of Glenn Hoddle because the 
English football team has little 
enough success anyway and 
getting rid of its coach will- 
probably do it a great deal of 
damage. 

After all, he has only uttered 
about us disabled what most 
able bodied people believe. 

I remember somebody very 
closely related to me saying, 
after hearing about my 
genetically inherited condition, 
that there must be bad blood in 
this branch of the family. 

And at Makkah, Saudi Arabia, 
a Pakistani, hearing of my 
condition, said “Allah is so 
kind and forgiving, you must 
have done something awful 
earlier on for Allah to be 
punishing you like this”. 

Disabled people who believe 
in reincarnation must be very 
few in this country, so this 
thought affects very few people. 
Rauoof Ali Warrich 
Manchester 


doing well 


become senior managers. 

My own experience therefore 
fully confirms the view in your 
article: that things have impro- 
ved a lot. 

Susan Peak 
Disabled Staff Working Group 
Department of Health, Leeds 


DN’s table included the top ten 
departments (by number of 
staff) plus the Scottish, Welsh 
and Northern Ireland offices — 
Editor. 


The easy way 

Mr A Brown of Peckham, 
south London, writes: I want 
to draw your attention to a 
good experience I had. I am 
disabled from an accident and 
my wife is ill. We needed trans- 
port to be able to experience 
some sort of life again. 
Banstead Mobility Centre 
introduced us to Mr Tidmarsh 
of Reselco Easyway, who found 
Mr King to carry out conver- 
sions — a left foot throttle and 
power steering and automatic 
gear box. They also arranged 
insurance and delivery. They 
could not have been more help- 
ful and the car is wonderful. 

I hope other disabled people 
can benefit from Reselco (tel: 
0181 847 4509). 


We need your help 
Let us know of any experi- 
ences or comments that have 
either infuriated or heart- 
ened you — we need them for 
PC Pulse. Tel: 0171-619 7323. 
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LOW RATE FINANCE 
& CASHBACK 
“DEALS AVAILABLE 


CALL NOW FOR DETAILS OF OUR FULL 
RANGE OF NEW VEHICLES AND OUR 
HIGH QUALITY RANGE OF PREMIER 
USED VEHICLES, OFFERED AT 
AFFORDABLE & ATTRACTIVE PRICES! 


TYPICAL FINANCE EXAMPLES 


1. “ 
FIAT FIORINO PRICE OF VEHICLE £6,869.00 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED £1,000.00 
standard floor BALANCE TO FINANCE £5,869.00 
CHARGES 
and lowered floor INTEREST £1,596.92 
: ACCEPTANCE FEE £85.00 
version CREDIT FACILITY FEE £40.00 
TOTALCHARGE FOR CREDIT £1,721.92 
BALANCE PAYABLE £7,590.92 
TOTAL PAYABLE £8,590.92 
APR 13.5% / 1 payment x £85.00 / 48 mothly payments x £155.54 
oS eich ee eRe ee 
PRICE OF VEHICLE £9,869.00 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED £4,000.00 
FIAT SCUDO BALANCE TO FINANCE £5,869.00 
CHARGES 
Ex demo INTEREST £1,596.92 
i ACCEPTANCE FEE £85.00 
air and lowered CREDIT FACILITY FEE £40.00 
air suspension TOTALCHARGE FOR CREDIT £1,721.92 
BALANCE PAYABLE £7,590.92 
TOTAL PAYABLE £8,590.92 
APR 13.5% / 1 payment x £85.00 / 48 mothly payments x £155.54 
5 eb SR ee 
PRICE OF VEHICLE £7,869.00 
DEPOSIT REQUIRED £2,000.00 
BALANCE TO FINANCE £5,869.00 
CHARGES 
VW CARAVELLE INTEREST £1,596.92 
ACCEPTANCE FEE £85.00 
Ex demo CREDIT FACILITY FEE £40.00 


7 5 TOTALCHARGE FOR CREDIT £1 24892 
eee ce tua. BALANCE PAYABLE EO IO. 2 
alloys TOTAL PAYABLE £8,590.92 


APR 13.5% / 1 payment x £85.00 / 48 mothly payments x £155.54 


a Caen 


reaarmgze 


SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348 (7. 


Universal Mobility Ltd. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 
Tel: 01484 400795 ¢ Fax: 01484 400796 ¢ Website: www.unimob.co.uk 
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d for 


An average day in the DN truly, on the basis that a) I 


The romance and 
excitement of 
motorbikes proved 
too much for Dan 
Batten, who donned 
his leathers and 

hit the road 


office. Then from the mayhem wear a biker’s jacket, and 
breaks the following: “A dis- b) “you like horrible ‘biker 
abled bikers group in music’”. I try to imagine it: 
Stockport. Who shall we get Batten on a bike. Bingo. 

to go and talk to them?” All I'd always fancied the idea of | 
eyes instantly swoop to yours riding a big flash bike, tearing | 
about like a man possessed 
and leaving my four-wheeled 
counterparts for dust. 
However, not being able to 


Easy rider: Dan (left) tests out 
the theory of “two wheels 
good” and goes pillion on a 
cruise through the streets 


Hyundai have done it again. Or at least that’s as air-conditioning, central locking, electric 
what the motoring press would have us believe. front windows, alloy wheels, metallic paint and 


According to Autocar, the new Hyundai. Atoz a full-sized driver’s airbag as standard for only 
5 


represents a “potentially class-busting combination 
of packaging, performance and equipment”. (25.2.98) 


Who are we to disagree? 


After all, the Hyundai Atoz does start from just 


£7,999". 

And who else offers the option of a 5-speed semi- 
automatic transmission where you change gears 
without using a clutch pedal, or a 3-speed fully 
automatic transmission, but still with no advance 


£6,999 and with easy access via 5 doors, power payment on the Motability Scheme?‘ 
assisted steering, metallic paint, great headroom 
and superb visibility, there’s nothing else quite like 
it. 


For details on the Hyundai ‘Motability’ Scheme 
and the exciting Hyundai range of coupés, 
hatchbacks, saloons and estates, call free on 0800 
What’s more, its sibling Atoz+ has luxuries such 981 981, or visit www.hyundai-car.co.uk. 


bah waxe 3 - 
egy 74 


New car. 
No advance payment. No clutch. 
No worries. 


walk down the road ina f 
straight line on certain days F 
(BEFORE entering the pub, I . 
might add) always put a stick 
in my imaginery wheels. But I ; 
had been deluding myself all | 
along. My dream could come 
true, as I discovered on a sunny 
day in Stockport. 

The National Association for 
Bikers with a Disability 
(NABD) was formed in 1991, 
in Manchester, by a small 
group of people wanting to 
give disabled people the chance 
to ride motorbikes. 

The group expanded from 
humble beginnings to its pre- 
sent status, with over 2,000 
members throughout Britain 
and Eire. 

“Almost anyone can ride a 
bike,” says Tony Charles, alias 
TC, NABD’s public relations 
officer. “We can assess people 
to see what is suitable for them 
to ride or put them in touch 
with others, such as CSM 
Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. Training or the Driving 


Hyundai Atoz (manual) at £6,999 and Atoz+ (manual) at £7,999, on the road including 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). Standards Agency, who can 
Optional 5-speed semi-automatic transmission £470, 3-speed automatic transmission £699. "Subject to status. 12,000 miles per annum. Written details on request. help. Re 


VFIS EVERYTHING 


, My hopes of emulating 
“This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 /Y0 tabil ity Dennis Hopper in Easy Rider 
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e open road 
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. Tony details a mind-blowing 
: idaptations, including “a trike 
| r who has no legs and rides 
| ly independently.” 
first foray on two wheels, I’ll be 
th Stuart Kershaw on a Honda 
jiccompanied by Gerry Slater 
arley Davidson. 
}ve been riders and members for 
dirs. Stuart comes from “a fami- 
¥ all well into bikes” and Gerry 


| 
| 


lars seyoroentr nent AeA AA 


jalls away on his “awesome” experience 


i 
riding brothers, as well as “a 
cars”. 
aps’ bikes are adapted for their 
needs. In Stuart’s case, the con- 
mally operated by the right 
he all been moved to the left, 
ost the use of his right arm in a 
ident ten years ago. Gerry’s bike 

ols that are normally operated 
r feet transferred to his hands, 
inot bend his legs fully after 

a fire. 

tion to the original £11,000 for 
darley, and an estimated £1,500 
't’s Honda, extra money was 
the necessary changes to make 
-accessible. I wager that the 
ons have cost a fortune. “My 
are a custom made set, which 
€300. I bought them direct from 
Harley dealer,” says Gerry. 
ptations cost around £125,” 
art. 

been a member of the NABD 
tarted, and has received finan- 
tance from an NABD grant, 
nge from £100 to £1,200, for 
ons to a new bike after one was 
7 stolen. 
ingly, both contradict the rock 
lement traditionally associated 
ers. Stuart points out: “It’s not 
> thing at all for me. I ride pure- 


ly for transport” — sentiments 
echoed by Gerry. 

It does form an element of 
Stuart’s social life, with 
“roughly half” of his friends 
being bikers. Surely there must 
be some hellraising that goes 
on? “Yes, but we’ll keep a lid 
on that!” 

Martin Fowler, national com- 
mittee assistant, takes this as 


BILL LUSCOMBE 


his cue to regale me with a tale 
about “Little Charlie” falling 
down a well whilst being a lit- 
tle worse for wear at a bike 
rally, as well as a “debagging” 
story, details of which are 
unprintable. 

“We are present at all of the 
major rallies,” says TC, which 
doesn’t surprise me. “Your 
readers can catch us next at the 
Scottish Bike Show in Ayrshire, 
on 12 March”, he adds, ina 
shameless plug. 

The time comes to hit the 
road, though not literally I 
pray, so I plonk my “lid” firm- 
ly on my head. I suddenly have 
my innards replaced by an 
industrial tumble dryer. No 
time to panic now, although 
the Hail Mary’s commence 
immediately. The thought 
passes that infants’ under gar- 
ments would be a welcome 
addition to my attire. 

Once the initial hysteria sub- 
sides and I climb aboard 
Stuart’s Honda, I consider that 
this may not be one of my 
smarter moves in life. 

Despite minor flaws, I’m gen- 
erally happy with the position- 


ing of my limbs and wonder 
what the odds are of them 
staying in the same slots after 
we return. 

I need not have fretted. 
Grasping Stuart like a boa 
constrictor, we tear down the 
Stockport streets with ease. We 
race away at what feels like the 
speed of sound, only to be told 
that this is “gentle”. The feel- 
ing of the wind in my face, 
everything passing in a blur, 
and the sheer unhindered free- 
dom that the two wheels and 
pulsating engine below me 
offer, are awesome. 

I decide that I may have just 
found my “calling”, although 
my stomach will need convinc- 
ing first. 

The journey into work on the 
259 bus seems positively mun- 
dane now, not to mention 
painfully slow. I want a trike 
for Christmas. Mum and Dad 
had better get saving. Nothing 
less than a Harley Davidson 
will suffice. 


biker bits ¢ biker bits 
NABD, Parkview Centre, 
Hardman Street, Stockport, 
Cheshire, SKE ODH. Tel: 
0161-480 3380. Their maga- 
zine, Open House, is avail- 
able quarterly, and their 8th 
National Rally takes place 
7-9 May at Capesthorne 
Hall, Macclesfield, 
Cheshire. Call the NABD 
for more details. 
CSM Training, tel: 0161-223 
9233: 
Driving Standards Agency, 
tel: 0115-901 2500. 


Subscription 


form 


To subscribe, fill in this form and 
return it with a cheque (payable to 
Disability Now) to: Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 


or alternatively phone 


our subscriptions hotline, on 


0171-619 7317. 


Join the gang: (left-right) Dan, Stuart and Gerry get suited up for a 
quick spin around the block, and (below) Dan tries to smile as the 
stomach starts to churn 
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Plain sailing: Ryde harbour 
provides a more expected view 


I’ve visited the Isle of Wight 
repeatedly over the years and, 
although it is quite small in 
size, there are still lots of 
corners I’ve not found. However, 
despite polio and partial 
paralysis, I’ve been able to visit 
many places — here are some of 
them. 

Osborne House at East Cowes 
is an impressive place. It was 
built by Queen Victoria and 
Price Albert to be a home 
where they could live 
comparatively simply, and 
where their children could grow 
up in a “country” atmosphere. 
The grounds slope down to the 
waters of the Solent where, on 
a private beach, the whole 
family could swim. (There are 
shots of this in the recent film 
Mrs Brown, which you may 
have seen.) 

The grounds are large and a 
delight to look at. Prince Albert 
chose personally where trees 
should be planted to give the 
most picturesque effect when 
they grew to maturity; he must 


~ Jubilee Automotive Group , 


Jems ond cond 


tions adply. Price 


Isle of delight 


In our third holiday feature, we discover some treasures at home. 
The Isle of Wight is one of them, as Ken Barnes describes. 


have had a wonderful eye and 
understanding for these things. 
Nearly 140 years later every- 
thing still looks “just right”. 
Osborne House was given to 
the nation by King Edward VII. 
Part of the building is used as a 
convalescent home — I spent 


Durbar Room is full of wonder- 
ful pieces of Indian work, many 
of them presents from Indian 
princes. One can also see the 
Privy Council Chamber where 
she met her Ministers, 
governed the largest Empire on 
earth and could see the fleet on 


Osborne House: literally a majestic setting at the heart of the Isle 


four months there after I caught 
polio. It is also, of course, a 
listed building, so unfortunately 
there is no wheelchair access to 
the upper floors. 

There is so much to see on the 
ground floor, though. The 
Queen was very proud of being 
Empress of India, and the 


New MPV 


Super luxury MPV’s 

5 seated + wheeichair 
s Air conditioning 

Power steering 


Electric windows . 
Central pepe) 


Brand new 
from only 


which that Empire depended. 
In the grounds is Swiss 
Cottage where her children 
lived. You can go there in a 
pony carriage as they did (a 
carriage is adapted for wheel- 
chairs). Many of the children’s 
toys are still there: a model fort 
for the boys to play at soldiers 


‘Liberty’ Range 


and a fully equipped dolls 
house for the young princesses. 

Elsewhere, Carisbrooke Castle 
in the centre of the island is an 
excellent mediaeval castle, if 
you like that sort of thing 
(which I do). King Charles I 
was in prison there after the 
Civil War, just before he was 
tried and executed in London. 

There is also a very deep old 
well. My children used to love 
watching a donkey walking 
round and round drawing 
water up in a bucket. The 
donkey could be given a carrot 
for his trouble and there was a 
lot of competition to hand it to 
him. He (or was it “she” —I 
can’t remember) was a very 
gentle and plump little animal. 
Ask beforehand if you can take 
the car up to the courtyard. 

At Alum Bay there are cliffs of 
multi-coloured sands, which, 
for those who have no fear of 
heights (not me!), is accessible 
by a chairlift. The bay is ina 
National Trust park, from 
which you can see the famous 
Needles. At the centre of the 
park is a restaurant, an adapted 


Just two examples of 
our extensive range of 


stylish wheelchair accessible 
mobility vehicles available 


right now. 
\ 


New 


travei tips e travel tips 


Ken Barnes stayed at the 
Seaview Hotel, which has 
two ground floor ensuite 
rooms. It comes highly 
recommended by Ken and 
the Which Hotel Guide. Tel: 
(01983) 612711. 

The Isle of Wight Tourism 
Board publishes a Holiday 
Guide. Tel: (01983) 813800. 
Marion Lane specialises in 
access for those with 
impaired mobility. Currently 
compiling The Isle of Wight 
for Visitors with Impaired 
Mobility. Tel: (01983) 823885. 
Car ferries: Portsmouth to 
Fishbourne (near Ryde) and 
Lymington to Yarmouth, tel: 
0990-827 744. Southampton 
to East Cowes, tel: (01703) 
334010. Disabled travellers 
get one-third off. Ask at 
booking for position near 
lift and assistance required. 


Hovercraft: Southsea to Ryde — 


(no cars). Tel: (01983) 811000. 


loo and a shop where you can 
buy a ready-made Alum sand 


momento. You can even have a 


go at making your own. 

The Isle of Wight is full of 
pleasures; it is gentle and less 
hurried than the mainland, a 
step back in time. Enjoy it! 


Details of Ken Barnes’ book, 
Polio and Me are on page 27. 


Wagon R ‘liberty’ 


* Superb quality and remarkable 
*. value for money is guarantee 


On the road fully adapted 


§ show 
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Ultra modern town car 


Compact & spacious 
Lowered rear floor 
Extra easy access 


Amazingly economical 


Loads of options, inc. 
Power steering 
Electric windows 


, Wednesbury , WestMidlands , wet0 ONQ 
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Holidays ™ 


UK here we come 


Marion and Dennis 
Webb have 
become intrepid 
travellers thanks to 
their VW Caravelle 


It had become increasingly dif- 
ficult for my husband, Dennis, 
to load me, an electric wheel- 
chair and a manual wheelchair 
into our car. But in 1996 we 
had the chance to buy an ex- 
demonstration Volkswagen 
Caravelle. It was a dream come 
true. Now we visit places all 
over the UK instead of just 
looking at the scenery. 

Last year we went to Scotland, 
booking an adapted room at 
various Travel Inns in advance. 
We spent one night at Pontefract 
before going on to Edinburgh, 
to wheel along Princes Street 
and look at some of the 
beautiful old buildings. 

Then it was on to Inverness, 
with a look at the Perth Caith- 
ness glass factory on the way. 
We went out every day, along 
the coast of the Firth of Crom- 
arty, round Black Isle, before 
going west to the highlands. 

We nearly went to the furthest 
northwest point, but instead 
turned left at Laxford Bridge to 
see the rugged countryside 
along the coast. Innumerable 
little grass covered islands are 


Where to this time? Marion and Dennis Webb start planning 


scattered in the sea, while the 
mountains are huge and gaunt, 
quite different to those inland. 
We didn’t drive all the time. 
We visited Waltzing Waters at 
Newtonmore, where jets of 
water shoot up, changing 
colour as they “dance” to the 


ips for your UK trip 


® Which? Books has just pub- 
lished its 1999 Guide to 
Weekend Breaks in Britain. 
New ideas for ’99 include guid- 
d tours of the Isle of Wight 
nd Rutland, wildlife in 
Anglesey, maritime history in 
Portsmouth and the gardens of 
north-west England. £13.99 
(inc. p&p) from bookshops. ® 
CanBeDone can whisk you 
away for a day. From 6 April ’til 
September there are many 
sightseeing tours, such as 
London, Leeds Castle, Stratford- 
upon-Avon and Bath. 
Tel: 0181-907 2400. 
® Travelability will help you get 
on the road to relaxation, 
wherever you want to go. Both 
bosses have personal experience 
f disability. Tel :(01452) 740820. 
® RADAR has just released its 
updated Accessible holidays in 
the British Isles, covering hotels 
nd self-catering cottages as 
well as special interest holidays 
such as boating or sporting. 
£7.50 (inc. p&p) from RADAR, 
12 City Forum, 250 City Road, 
London EC1V 8AF 
® The East Anglian Sailing 
Trust is running three sailing 


cruises for people with visual 
impairments who want to learn 
how to sail. Two taster week- 
ends, 4-6 June and 16-18 July, 
can be followed by a week on 
the East Coast, 4-11 September. 
East Anglian Sailing Trust, PO 
Box 64, Ipswich, IP9 1D], or 
contact Virginia Miles, tel: 
(01732) 761891. 

e Ashwellthorpe Hall Hotel is a 
peaceful haven near Norwich 
run by disabled people. The 11 
acres of grounds are accessible 
to wheelchair users and five of 
the 19 rooms have overhead 
electric hoists in the en-suite 
bathrooms. Tel: (01508) 489324. 
© Accessible Scotland tells you 
how to reach Scotland, lists 
accommodation — including for 
wheelchair users — access 
guides and useful addresses. 
Scottish Tourist Board, tel: 
0131-332 2433. 

e The AA Guide for The Dis- 
abled Traveller details access to 
Forte Travelodges, motorway 
service areas and hotels suitable 
for dining only plus access at 
major sporting venues. Call the 
AA's disabled helpline, tel 0800- 
262 500 for a copy. 


ROY BEEVERS PHOTOGRAPHY 


music. Their patterns 
synchronise with a Walt Disney 
selection for children, modern 
tunes or Hooked on classics. 
At the Baxter visitor centre, 
near Elgin, we saw an audio- 
visual story of the origin of 
Baxter soups and preserves. We 


treated ourselves to a bowl of 
hot Baxter soup in the restaurant. 

Returning south, our first 
stop was Sunderland, where we 
aimed to spend a day at the 
historic Beamish Museum. But 
when we saw it covered 300 
acres, we realised getting round 
it wasn’t feasible for us. So we 
explored the coast from 
Seaham to South Shields. There 
were lots of interesting places 
to park, one next to the 
National Trust Souter light- 
house at Lizard Point, but, 
again, we thought the footpath 
wasn’t suitable for wheelchairs. 

Our verdict on Travel Inn-ing? 
The rooms were clean and 
roomy, the staff helpful and we 
could eat in or out when we 
wanted to. We covered 2,255 
miles altogether, half of it bet- 
ween Bexleyheath and Scotland. 

Another time we stayed a few 
days at The Fat Lamb at 
Ravenstonedale in Cumbria, a 
favourite base for us, which has 
five ground floor rooms with 
their own parking spaces, and 
pub or restaurant meals. From 
there, we went west for the 
ferry tour of Lake Windermere, 
using the Lakeside car park. 

We visited the pencil factory 
at Keswick and then went east 
towards Hawes to see cheese 
making at the Wensleydale 
cheese factory, finishing with 
coffee and a huge cheese scone 


travel tips ¢ travel tips 
Travel Inn central 
reservations, B&B £31.50 per 
person. tel: (01582) 414341. 
£39.95 per room per night. 
The Fat Lamb, Ravenstone- 
bank, Cumbria, tel: (01539) 
623242. B&B £28, with 
dinner, £42. 

Bryn Glas Hotel, Trefnant, 
Clwyd, tel: (01745) 730868. 
B&B £31.50 per person. 


with about two ounces of 
butter. Forgot the diet! 

Last year we also returned to 
another favourite haunt, the 
Bryn Glas Hotel, Trefnant, 
North Wales, which has eight 
ground floor rooms. 

A drive through the beautiful 
Llanberis Pass is always a must 
for me and at the end you can 
travel on the Snowdon railway, 
up 3,000ft into the clouds. But 
watch out for the platform, 
which we found wet and greasy. 

I like going to the Abakhan 
Mills near Holywell, where 
dress, curtain and sheeting 
material is piled high and sells 
by the pound weight — a delight 
if you are a home dressmaker. 

From Trefnant it is only 40 
miles to Liverpool, where we 
explored quaint little shops 
around Albert Dock. We had to 
go to the Beatles Museum — a 
platform lift took us down to 
the right level — and then we 
compared old and new cathe- 
drals before driving back to 
Wales via the Birkenhead tunnel. 

Our next trip? The Yorkshire 
Dales. We’ve got the travel bug. 


KEEPING THE DREAMS ALIVE 


The Landeez 


Get close to nature with 
this all terrain wheelchair. 
Access the beach, over 
shingle, nature trails, mud 
& snow. A rugged stainless 
steel frame gives you the 
choice, beach, BBQ, picnic 
or restaurant with change 
to street wheels. Reduces 
damage to lawned areas, 
gravel pathways. 


Transfer Care Chair 


The new Transfer Care Chair 
- a totally new lifting 
concept. Easy to operate, 
its unique lifting system 
deals with different heights 
in beds or _ bathrooms, 
and transfers into a car. 
Very small where space is 
limited. Folds for storage 
or transport. 


Suprema 


One of the most compact 
indoor powerchairs for 
freedom at all levels in 
a room, home or Office. . 
Raise, lower, slide or tilt, 
the seat models gives a 
wide choice of comfort and 
access options. Turns on its 
own small space. Models 
for all budgets and needs. 


For ano obligation demonstration, literature or further information on 
these, or any of our products, contact: 


Wheelchair Corporation Limited 


Incmoor House 


Chelmarsh, Bridgnorth 
Shropshire WV16 6AZ 


tel: (01746) 861940 Fax: (01746) 862085 
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For peace of mind, 
you need the right 
travel insurance, 
finds Kevin White 


Planning a holiday this year? 
Have you thought yet about 
insurance, that necessary evil 
with the infamous small print? 
DN has been reading between 
the lines to see what insurance 
companies offer people with 
disabilities who are planning a 
holiday abroad. 

We asked a sample of ten 
companies for an insurance 
quote for a family of two adults 
and two children on a two- 
week holiday. The scenario was 
the wife, a wheelchair user with 
spina bifida, plus her husband, 
and two children who are 
under 15, but over two. 

The best deal was from Europ 
Assistance, with whom our 
family would have had to pay a 
family rate of £39.77. The most 
expensive was Our Way Travel 


24 *™ Holidays 


Taking proper c 


who charged £108 as a family 
rate. Both exclude insurance 
premium tax at 17.5 per cent 
(see table). In all cases, disabled 


customers would be required to . 


call a medical line to answer 
some questions and would 
possibly have to fill in a 
medical questionnaire where 
pre-existing medical conditions 
would have to be declared. 

All applications for travel 
insurance are individually 
considered and customers will 
be asked three questions: 
© Do you have a terminal 
prognosis (condition) ? 

e Are you on any medication? 
e Are you due for any medical 
treatment between now and the 
end of your holiday? ' 

In fact, the actual wording of 

these questions varies from 


A Holiday in Cambridge? 


FOR DISABLED PEOPLE AND THEIR CARERS ; 


THIS SUMMER, Bridget’s 
Hostel can offer seven study 
bedrooms, three bathrooms 
and a large kitchen/common 
room. All rooms are fully 
adapted for wheelchair users 
and their carers. 

Bridget’s is ideally 
situated five minutes from 
the historic city centre. 


For further details, call Jenny 
Sandland, Care Manager of 
BRIDGET’S TRUST on: 


01223 354312 


HOLIDAYS OR SHORT BREAKS AT 
THE BARN OR GATEWAY COTTAGE 


The Barn 


Gateway cottage 


The Barn: thoughtfully designed, fully accessible flexible 
accommodation for up to 9 guests. Full board, care staff available. 


Gateway Cottage: self-contained and offering self-catering 
accommodation for up to seven people. Fully accessible 
ground floor, living room, kitchen, large bathroom, one double 
and one single bedroom. Upstairs two twin rooms plus bathroom. 
All refurbished to a very high standard. 


Set within 350 acres of beautiful and natural landscape looking 
towards the shores of Poole Harbour, within easy reach of 
Wareham, Bournemouth and the Isle of Purbeck. 


For full details: 


Holton Lee (DN/MA), Freepost (BH1679), Poole, Dorset BH16 6JN 
Tel/Fax: (01202) 631063, E-mail: holton@Ids.co.uk 
Visit our website: http://www.I|ds.co.uk/holtonlee 


Proof it can be done: Travelability boss Paul Derbyshire on holiday 


insurer to insurer. And there 
are other points to consider. 

Jim Bennett from Tripscope, 
which offers advice on 
transport and travel for people 
with disabilities, says you 
should make sure that your 
wheelchair is covered under 
your household contents policy. 
You should also make sure that 
the wheelchair has been covered 
for the plane and the airport, as 
“some companies will cover 
people for the entire trip”. 

When travelling in Europe you 
need to have filled in an E1:11 
form which covers you for 
treatment for minor things. 
Repatriation and major surgery 
are excluded. 

The form is available at post 
offices in the back of the 


government booklet Health 
Advice for Travellers. 

Of course, it is important to 
shop around, read the small 
print, and get all your 
questions answered before you 
get the policy that is most 
suited to you. 

If help is required to complete 
the forms, contact your local 
Citizen’s Advice Bureau. 
Another possible option, 
according to Mr Bennett, is “to 
get insurance through other 
organisations such as banks, 
trade unions and motoring 
organisations”. These were not 
included in our survey. 

Experience shows just how 
much it pays to shop around. 

Jean Dadge,a retired legal 
executive from Worksop, 


over 


Nottinghamshire, had 
problems last year. Her 
husband, John, who has 
diabetes, is registered disabled. 

The family decided to go on 
holiday. Mrs Dadge says: “I 
tried a couple of companies. 
The British Diabetic 
Association and BUPA didn’t 
want to know. They were 
concerned that the holiday was 
too soon and one company, 
Medicover, quoted £549. 

“| thought I misheard. This 
was for two weeks in Crete; the 
insurance premium was more 
expensive than the holiday!" 

Unsurprisingly, she decided 
not to buy the policy.. She then’ 
approached Age Concern who 
quoted £23.30 for everything. 
“I was amazed at the difference 
in price,” she says. 

However, be warned: within 
the many sections of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
there is a special clause for 
insurance companies called 
“actuarial risk”. 

In essence, this allows 
companies to charge a higher 
rate for people with disabilities 
as long as they can provide 
evidence from a reputable third 
party that such people are more 
of a risk. 

So much for equality. 


Tripscope, 

tel: 0181-994 9294. 

Association of British Insurers, 
tel: 0171-216 7518. 


Disability Now insurance survey 


Company name 


Europ assistance 
Tel: (01444) 442211 


Fish insurance 
Tel: (01730) 235310 


Travel Care 
Tel: 0181-295 1234 


Scope Select 
Tel: 0121-233 2722 


Marrs Insurance 


Brokers 
Tel: 0181-366 2222 


Travelability 
Tel: (01452) 740820 


Bradford Peters 
Tel: (01293) 402222 


Age Concern 
Tel: (01883) 834887 


Free Spirit 
Tel: (01483) 423766 


Our Way Travel 
Tel: 0181-313 3900 


Will questions 


be asked? 


Likelihood of 
extra charge 


Family rate 
excluding 
tax 


pea he ET 
£45.75 
£45.00* 
£55.25 


£58275 


£60.00 
£60.00 
£68.60 
£82.74 


£108.00 


All charges are subject to the Insurance Premium Tax at 17.5 per cent. 
*An extra charge of £6 for every £100 insured will be levied. 


DisabilityNow March 1999 


Holidays * 


Parks with access in mind: Oban Divers Caravan Park in the 
Scottish Highlands (above), tel: (01631) 562755, is owned and run 
by David Tye, who became disabled after an accident 30 years ago. 
He now has 45 accessible pitches, all of which, despite the terrain, 
are level. Mr Tye designed the toilets himself to ensure accessibility. 

Other disability-friendly parks include Thorngrove in Dorset, 
(top), tel: (01747) 822242, which is run by the charity Scope; Abbey 
Farm near Ormskirk in Lancashire, tel: (01695) 572686; and Halse 
Farm, near Minehead in Somerset, tel: (01643) 851259. 

But there are many more. For example, 52 of the caravan parks 
run by the Camping and Caravanning Club , tel and minicom: 
(01203) 694995, provide full disabled facilities. The Caravan Club, 
tel: (01342) 326944, says 101 of its parks are accessible. 


Where to go to get converted 


Specialists 

AB Enterprises, tel: (01604) 
862883. New and used motor- 
caravans. 

Autovan Services, tel: (01202) 
848414. New motorcaravans 
and tourers. 

Charles & Son, tel: (01202) 
733772. Crossley Coachcraft, 
tel: (01772) 623423. Tourers. 
K C Mobility, tel: (01924) 
442386. SVO, tel: (01249) 
815141. Both motorcaravans. 


Major manufacturers 
Auto-sleepers, tel: (01386) 
853338. Auto- Trail, tel: (01469) 
511000. Both new motorcara- 
vans. 

CMC Reimo, tel: (01303) 
261062. Euro Motorcampers, 
tel: (01977) 676028. Both new 
motorcaravans or retrofits. 
Explorer (Compass), tel: 0191- 
373 0899. New motorcaravans 
(not driving cabin). 

Explorer (Elddis), tel: (01207) 
503477. New tourers. 


Major dealers 

Bromley Motorcaravans, tel: 
0181-311 3500. Cotswold 
Motorcaravans, tel: (01452) 
857131. West Country 
Motorhomes, tel: (01934) 
732503. New motorcaravans. 
Brownhills, tel: (01636) 704201. 
New vans, possibly retrofits. 
United British Caravans, tel: 


0191-236 3156. New tourers. 
Tel: 0181-907 2400 


Motorhomes made to order E-mail: cbdtravel@aol.com 


Machzone, tel: (01482) 212208. 


(01752) 892200. Nu-Venture, 
tel: (01942) 494040. 


Happy campers 


Disability should be no barrier to you and your family discovering 
the delights of touring the country in a caravan, says Peter Baber 


One summer when I was a holi- 
day rep on a German caravan 
park, I had as neighbours a 
Dutch couple who had a severe- 
ly disabled daughter. At first I 
couldn’t see how this could be a 
good solution for them, given 
the relatively cramped condi- 
tions inside most caravans. 

But they persuaded me that, 
in fact, this is an ideal way to 
take a disabled person away on 
holiday. As you take your living 
quarters with you, you don’t 
have to worry about turning up 
at a hotel to find that the 
“accessible” room is actually 
up a flight of stairs. And 
nowadays many companies can 
convert your caravan, or build 
it from scratch (see list below). 

Of course, you must be aware 
of constraints. It is probably 
best to choose a motorcaravan, 
with a driving cabin, especially 
if you have to fit anything 
heavy to it, like a lift. 

In any case, there is a tax 
advantage to having a new 
motorcaravan converted. You 
can claim VAT back on the 
whole van’s price, as long as 
you can prove the adaptions are 
for a disabled person. With a 
towed van or tourer at best you 
can claim the VAT back on the 
cost of the conversion. 

That said, motorcaravans are 
much more expensive. The 
cheapest we came across was 
around £16,000. You can pick 
up a new tourer for half that 
price, if not less. 

It will probably be a new 
caravan you go for. Because of 
the way their assembly line 
works, most manufacturers are 
unwilling to take on second- 
hand models as “retrofits”. 
Specialists can do such work, 
but they may be expensive. 

So much for the van. Now 
where can you take it? 

Caravan parks certainly 
haven’t been great beacons of 


THE ACCESSIBLE WORLD 


When accessibility counts for so much in a holiday, look 
no further!! The accommodation we recommend has been 
checked by one of our representatives, where possible. 


Our 1999 brochure offers a wide range of holidays around 
the world whether you want Sun, Sea and Sand, a City Break, 
a Self-Drive holiday or a Coach Tour, it’s all there. 


Send for a copy now! 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 
Website:www.canbedone.co.uk 


Pad 
(7 \\ 
Murvi Motorcaravans, tel: Se 


accessibility. But things are 
changing. Over this winter, 
inspectors acting for Britain’s 
four tourist boards have been 
grading parks which claim to 
be accessible, in the same way 
that hotels have been graded 
for the past decade. 

On a “Grade 1” park the “key 
facilities” should be accessible 
for a wheelchair user on their 
own. On a “Grade 2” park they 
should be accessible for a 
wheelchair user with a carer, 
and on a “Grade 3” park they 
should suit someone who can 
climb up to three steps. 

The grades should be out in 
the next few months. 

Bob Donaldson, a disability 
consultant who has graded the 
parks in Wales, is disappointed 
that as yet there are no grades 
for people with sensory 


How to get the most out of your caravan 
e A motorcaravan is easiest to convert. Many can be converted 
so that a disabled driver can drive them. Check with the dealer. 

e New caravans are easier to convert than second-hand ones. 

e If you need to run medical equipment in the motorcaravan, 
ask your dealer to supply the NOTE power inverter. This plugs 
into your lighter socket and converts 12volt DC to 230volt AC. 

e Always check that a park is suitable for your needs. Most park 
owners will find you a pitch close to toilet facilities if you ask. 


Tips supplied by the Camping and Caravanning Club. It has a 
free guide for disabled caravanners, available from the club at 
Greenfields House, Westwood Way, Coventry CV4 8]H. 


impairments. He hopes to 
persuade the industry to 
introduce these later. 

But he does believe the 
industry is coming round to the 
idea of being accessible. “They 
are starting to realise that 
people with disabilities with 
caravans are part of the active 
retired population,” he says. 

So why not try out a caravan? 
You can always hire one. Verte- 
Breaks, tel: (016977) 3380, can 
hire out a four-berth accessible 
motorcaravan to any orange 
badge holder for between £200 
and £400 a week. The firm is 
based in Carlisle, where you 
would have to pick the van up. 

If you live in Essex, the Essex 
Disabled People’s Association, 
tel: (01245) 253400, has a four- 
berth motorcaravan for just £20 
a day — not including petrol. 


OUR POWERCHAIR 
DOTHIS? 


Be just like a 
Balder Owner - 
don’t settle for 

second best. 
Experience the 
amazing Balder 

Finesse soon. 
Models to suit 

all ages. 


Call Today 


01256 477333 


Balder UK Ltd, Unit E, Telford Road, Houndmills Ind Est, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6YU 
Tel: (01256) 477333 Fax: (01256) 470055 
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26 Share your problems 


My wonderful carer 

After reading letters on your 
page describing partners who 
have been less than supportive 
to disabled wives or girlfriends, 
| just had to take the 
opportunity to write about my 
wonderful husband. 

| have had many illnesses and 
it took ages for the doctors to 
diagnose my condition — lupus 
with polymyositis. My husband 
has had to give up work to be 
my carer. 

| hate that word as to me it 
implies that | am a child or an 
elderly person, when in fact | 
am 32 years old. 

We face new problems daily 
and tackle them accordingly. | 
still laugh. Our friends think I 
am remarkable, but it is he who 
is remarkable. | love him with 
all my heart and know that I 
would not be able to face life 
without him. He is my life. 

Margaret, Barnsley 


What a wonderful tonic to read 
your letter. I have included 
some numbers you may wish to 
contact anyway. It’s a great 
achievement to have a happy 
marriage, especially in difficult 
circumstances. 


= jove and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


Yet again, somebody complains in your colunt about the mis- 


treatment ae to eee: users by the poner at large 


made a mar 


_self-confider 


Computer love dilemma 
My wife and | are both in our 
fifties and have been married 
for 27 years. We are both dis- 
abled. | am a wheelchair user. 
For three years now | have 
been writing to a lady in the 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS © HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


on motors 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relax 
tired Ae 
muscles © 


Relieve pressure o 
on aching joints 


r ; 
Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


y | CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


..the rest comes naturally 


Improve circulation 


arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


high & low 
back pain 
hiatus hernia 
swollen legs/ 
oedema 

poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 


stress & 
tension 


a ’ 
Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


Send for a FREE 48 
colour brochure ? 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


Name(Title) 


DN3/99 


Phone 


Address 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT ¢ FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 


bit of power a. Best pinstripe suit, tie and shiny 
_ The day was is fabulous ae matted a real aren point | in 


USA by e-mail. My problem is 
that Sarah (not her real name) 
has fallen for me in a big way. 
She and her daughter came to 
see me last year and stayed for 
a two week holiday. Through 
writing to each other at least 


SOUTH MOBILITY SERVICES LTD 


18, Hedingham Gardens, Widewell, 
Plymouth PL6 7DX 


“FOR THE ULTIMATE IN HOME CARE!” 


A UNIQUE SI SERVICE _ 


twice a day, we have learned 
much about each other. | would 
say that | know her almost 
intimately. 

| have found myself more and 
more attracted to her, and this 
intensified when | met her last 
year, particularly through 
meeting in picturesque and 
romantic settings. But we never 
did anything wrong. We didn’t 
kiss or anything else. 

Neither of us is happily 
married. Now Sarah wants to 
divorce her husband and move 
to England to be with me. 

| have explained to her that | 
am not rich and because of my 
disability | am sexually 
inadequate. 

She says things will work out. 

Before she divorces her 
husband and says anything to 
him, she wants me to divorce 
my wife and find us both 
somewhere to live. 

Mike 


Iam sorry to hear about your 
problems. Is this this column’s 
first e-mail love affair? 

You really have to take a grip 
on things before they become 
any more difficult. You will 
have heard the advice:“If you 


This stylish Hi-Lo Profiling Bed does not look 
out of place in any home. 


As recommended by Philippa Harpin (National Advisor 
for the Muscular Dystrophy Group). 


Suppliers to N.H.S., Social Services and 
Major UK Charities. 


Prices start from £599. 
PHONE 01752 776034 


For a free colour brochure and price list 


| 
| 
| 


are in a hole, stop digging”. 

First and foremost you have to : 
decide whether you really love _ 
Sarah. You seem undecided | 
about this. You also tell me that 
you cannot trust her. (She may — 
ring your wife). 

Before making any moves you 
have to be certain that a firm 
trust is established. Without 
trust you will never have a good 
relationship. 

Sarah sees to be imposing 
unreasonable conditions on you 
and this is not the action of 
someone who has said she loves 
you and cares for you. 

You say you know all about 
her from your long and regular 
contact. But virtually all you 
know about her she has told 
you herself. 

You have two options 
regarding your own marriage. 
You can seek to regain some of 
the happiness you felt earlier by 
making very positive efforts; or 
you can go as you are and take 
the consequences which, of 
course, may include divorce. 

You are naturally worried 
about being left on your own, 
but many people have faced 
that prospect and sometimes 
they have found a new life. 

Do let me know how you get 
on with this. 


A wheel messy problem 

| have awful problems with 

cleaning dog mess from the 

pneumatic tyres of my electric 

wheelchair. Can anyone help? 
Jean, Surrey 


Phew! I hope readers who have 
similar unpleasant problems 
can help. 

May I suggest you contact 
REMAP. Local groups of 
voluntary engineers and 
occupational engineers design 
and make items of equipment 
to suit the individual needs of 
disabled people. What’s more, 
they love a challenge. Groups 
make every attempt to solve 
problems which have not been 
overcome by standard equipment. 


REMAP, Ightham, Sevenoaks, 
Kent, TN15 9AD, tel: (01732) 
883818. 

Lupus UK, St James House, 
Romford, RM1 3NH, 

tel: (01708) 731251. 
Polymyositis Support Group, 
146 Newton Road, 
Southampton, SO19 9HR, 
tel: (01703) 449708. 
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Kaiser’s sorry childhood 


Chis extraordinary book, 
toung Wilhelm: the Kaiser's 
Zarly Life 1859-1888, by John 
Rohl, casts new light on the 
nan whose militarism directly 
-ontributed to the first world 
war, and indirectly to the sub- 
,equent disasters of the Weimar 
Xepublic and the Nazi regime. 

| Wilhelm was a breech birth at 
1 time when less than two out 
of 100 such babies survived. By 
-wisting and pulling him by the 
arm during labour, the doctor 
succeeded in tearing out nerves, 
which resulted in a partly 
saralysed left arm and shoulder. 

Futhermore, the trauma of the 
birth, and the chloroform 
which was administered to 
Crown Princess Vicky, seemed 
-o have resulted in his mild 
brain damage. 

While his mother blamed the 
German doctors, Wilhelm later 
blamed the British court 
physician sent over by his 
srandmother, Queen Victoria, 
just as he blamed a British 
Joctor for failing to diagnose 
nis father’s cancer. 

Rohl does not imply that 
Wilhelm’s physical impairment 
lirectly caused his flawed 
sharacter. However, it is certain 
hat the medical regime 
inflicted on the young boy was 


deeply psychologically 
damaging. He experienced 
muscle stretching machines; his 
functional right arm was tied 
up to encourage him to use the 
weaker arm; he was given 
electrotherapy and even animal 


Wilhelm hated the English 


baths, in which his arm was 
inserted into a freshly killed hare 
for 30 minutes twice a week. 
Following Freud, historians 
have also blamed Wilhelm’s 
mother for his personal 
shortcomings. Although loving, 
she was unable to accept him as 


he was. He felt unable to please 
his parents and his feelings of 
rejection turned into hostility 
and rebellion. 

Partly due to this disturbed 
parent/child relationship, but 
also to his lack of intellect, 
laziness and poor concentration, 
Wilhelm grew up to be a cold 
and superficial personality. 

His parents had tried to 
educate him to be as cultured 
and Anglophile as themselves, 
but instead he became militar- 
istic, anti-semitic, and developed 
a hatred of the English. 

He idolised his grandfather, 
the Kaiser, and other tsars and 
emperors. 

His transcendent emperor 
ideology perhaps stemmed 
from his lack of self-confidence 
and narcissism. His wife, 
Princess Augusta, and his 
advisers encouraged his react- 
ionary and xenophobic views. 
The rest, as they say, is history. 

This thoroughly researched 
biography reads more like a 
novel and will be of great 
interest to anyone with time to 
find out how monarchy worked 
at the end of the 19th century. 

Tom Shakespeare 


Published by Cambridge 
University Press, £45. 
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Mixed message for 
wheelchair buyers 


Any new offerings from the 
Disability Information Trust 
will be respected and used by 
disabled people’s information 
services, wheelchair service 
providers and therapists wish- 
ing to update. 

Manual Wheelchairs: a 
practical guide (£15), Powered 
Wheelchairs and Scooters: a 
practical guide (£15) and 
Wheelchair Accessories (£3.50) 
provide excellent information, 
advice and guidance on choosing 
“wheels”, as well as facts and 
comment on a range of products. 

But they are, in fact, a three- 
volume eighth edition of 
Wheelchairs in the Equipment 
for Disabled People series. Much 
of the material is reprinted verb- 
atim from the seventh edition, 
with tired monochrome photos, 
lacking movement, and under- 


stated details about wheelchair 
performance and other features. 

By contrast, the new writing 
is excellent because it is clearly 
informed by people who use 
wheels to get around. 

The seven-page guide to 
buying a scooter addresses the 
market directly: “Will you use 
the scooter indoors, outdoors, 
or both?” Unfortunately it is 
not sustained: “It is important 
that therapists and carers are 
familiar with the operation of 
the chair, particularly with 
regard to initial positioning”. 

It is a pity that this otherwise 
intelligent update is still 
struggling to embrace a social 
model of disability. 

Rob Jackson 


The Disability Information 
Trust, tel: (01865) 227592. 


Ken Barnes (/eft) had always wanted 
to be a district officer in the colonial 
service, and contracting polio at 24 
did not stop him. He tells of adven- 
tures with his family in Nigeria and 
Malawi, culminating with an OBE. 
Polio and Me costs £5.99 from the 
British Polio Fellowship, The Runway, 
South Ruislip HA4 6SE. Proceeds 
from the sales will go to the charity. 


VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE & CADDY KOMBI, NEW FOR 1999. 


Various options of wheelchair access available on the 
Caravelle people carrier. Underfloor ramps or hydraulic lifts 
for side access. Ramps or lifts for rear access, including 
lowering rear suspension. Prices from £17,950 on the road. 
Full conversions for disabled driver independence, which can 
include: 6-way driver’s seat base, infra-red door and lift 


operation. 


CARAVELLE 


CADDY KOMBI 


This stylish and compact estate car has such a lot to offer. 
Power steering, electric windows, remote central locking, tinted 


glass, stereo/radio cassette player, driver’s airbag, 1.6 petrol or 
1.9 diesel engines. Lowered floor with assisted ramp and 
restraints for wheelchair, including seating for four people. 

Prices from £13,495 “S” model. “SE” model includes air 


conditioning and metallic paintwork, £14,390. 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel is a long 
established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people with disabilities. 
Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design and are recognised converters for VW. 


INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS 
Tel: 01704 506608 ¢ Fax: 01704 506607 


INVATRAVEL 


CUNVERS ONS 


http:// www.scoot.co.uk/invatravel_conversions/ 


Established 1983 
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Making drama hands on 


Artistic director of Graeae Theatre, Jenny Sealey, talks to Lisa Hitchen about her first all-female production 


There’s more ways to listen 
then using your ears, as Jenny 
Sealey knows well. The two of 
us use a mixture of sign and 
voice to communicate for this 
interview. 

Jenny’s latest production for 
the Graeae Theatre Company, 
A Lovely Sunday for Creve 
Coeur, does the same. The 
disabled cast perform in sign 
and voice in this little known 
Tennessee Williams comedy 
about the lives and loves of 
four 30-somethings set in the 
sultry, deep south of 1930s 
St Louis. 

This is the first professional 
British production of Creve 
Coeur for ten years. 

Jenny chose it for many 
reasons. She is a great fan of 
Williams, who himself had 
both physical and mental 
health disabilities. Creve 
Coeur also places women 
centre stage. Jenny thinks it 
vital to get more actresses into 
the spotlight. This play gives 
her women “dream team” a 
chance to show off their skills. 

Being single is another theme 
of interest to Jenny — 
something that was a great 
taboo for women in the 1930s. 
Today, there is less stigma but 
Jenny thinks being outside of 
couple life can still carry some 
discriminatory baggage. She 
reckons this makes it relevant 
to a 1990s audience. “These 


Direct approach: Jenny Sealey promotes inclusion of disabled 
people but won’t compromise on quality in her productions 


women are terrified about 
being on their own,” she says. 
“There is still a common 
thread about a woman over the 
age of 30. If she is not with a 
partner, people think there is 
something wrong with her. It’s 
bollocks — most of the single 
women I know are single 
through choice.” 

The play has a deaf character, 
Bodey, significant because of 


CLICK 


THE POWERED TAILGATE OPENS 


CLICK 


THE AUTOMATIC RAMP UNFOLDS 


CLICK 


THE REAR SUSPENSION LOWERS 


ROLL IN, TO TRAVEL EITHER AS A 
PASSENGER OR, WITH SUITABLE 
ADAPTATIONS, AS A DRIVER. 


FOR FULL DETAILS 


CALL RON OR BOB ON:- 
01438 747448 


mterlonlnty 


UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK STEVENAGE HERTS SGi 2BH 
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selective deafness where she 
chooses not to hear.” 

Jenny went deaf at the age of 
seven when she hit her head on 
a table. Doctors still can’t tell 
her why she lost her hearing. 
At the time the only advice 
they gave was to grow her hair 
to hide her hearing aid. Jenny 
defiantly wore her hair short. 

Like Bodey, Jenny had 
problems with her hearing aid 
which she felt was almost as 
cumbersome in her youth as 
Bodey’s chunky piece of 30s 
technology in the play. She 
says: “My poor mother had to 
sew a little hearing aid bag to 
match every dress I wore.” 

Coping with deafness in a 
mainstream school was a 
struggle because teacher 
awareness was “appalling”. 
What made the difference were 
Jenny’s friends who let her 
copy their notes as the 
teachers wandered around the 
room, oblivious to Jenny’s 
need to see in order to “hear”. 

Being partially deaf, Jenny 
sits in neither the deaf nor 
hearing camps. She has found 
this can lead to hostilities from 
profoundly deaf people. 

“Deaf people say ‘You are not 
deaf enough to belong to the 
deaf community,” she says. 
“This happens a lot and it is 
horrible.” 

Her experiences, both 
negative and positive, have 


Jenny’s own deafness. Williams 
gets praise for his accurate 
portrayal of the thoughts and 
feelings of a deaf person. 
“This part could have been 
written for Caroline Parker 
who plays Bodey, ” Jenny says. 
“The character is not a victim. 
She just happens to be deaf. 
She has an ambiguous 
relationship with her hearing 
aid and has moments of 


“= Do you want to live with friends? 

“= Are you young and with a disability? (aged 18 
and over) 

“= Do you want to live independently with care 
and support to enable you to do that? 

“» Do you want to develop new interests and 
life skills? 

“= If the answer is YES to any of the above - THEN 

“» Contact me: Gillian Purvis 


Tel: (01243) 786064 


The CRYPT Foundation 
(Reg. Charity No. 299206) 


For further information about our exciting small 
projects for young people with disabilities. 


I 


helped to create an individual — 
who is passionate about 
disability and the importance 
of inclusion. She is determined | 
to explore this in her next 
project, Fittings. which begins | 
touring this summer. “This is | 
based on the Victorian freak 
show and is very funny and 
moving” she says. 
Fittings is well seasoned with | 
Glenn Hoddle jokes. Jenny 
hopes it will go some way to | 
confront issues which surfaced | 
then sank after last month’s 
furore over the former England | 


a 


i 


: 
soccer manager’s comments 
about disabled people. She 
tells me: “He is a stupid man | 
but he has voiced an opinion | 
that shows there is still a 
problem amongst a lot of 
fundamentalist people.” 

Jenny reckons Graeae can 
play a part in encouraging 
more comprehensive 
discussions on disability. She | 
says: “People go to have a 
good look at disabled people 
and allay their fears. Then 
they relax and start toenjoy | 
the play for what it is. | 
Through watching, people’s _ 
opinions will shift. This is 
subliminal education and it is 
why a company like Graeae is 
so crucial.” 

Theatre in education is 
Jenny’s background and in her 
spare time it is something she ~ 
still enjoys with her four-year- 
old son, Jonah. The two of 
them attend workshops and 
play at role-swapping. “We 
spend mornings when I’m him 
and he’s me. I realise how 
bossy I am.” Jonah has learnt 
BSL, as has Jenny’s partner, 
Danny Braverman, associate 
director of education at the 
Theatre Royal, Stratford-East. 
She tells me: “Danny can 
finger-spell for the world”. ; 

I am impressed by Jenny’s 
remarkable lip reading skills. 
This and her sign have allowed 
her to straddle both hearing 
and deaf worlds. Without her 
hearing aid she finds it easier 
to immerse herself in sign. But 
so far she has not made the 

“political choice” to do so. She 
admits: shin is a whole grey ( 
area for me.’ 

What is clear is Jenny’s 
commitment to promoting 
change for people with 
disabilities. “As a disabled 
person you are constantly 
having to raise awareness — by 
just being in a pub.” This is 
one woman who isn’t afraid to | 
shout her message in that pub 
— or even from a hot tin roof. 


See page 29 for review. 
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Female lives ruined by loss and love 


Theatre 


A Lovely Sunday for Creve 
Coeur, written by Tennessee 
Williams in 1978, has at its 
heart a strangely old fashioned 
tale of female lives being ruined 
by loss and love. 

For Graeae, Europe’s leading 
disabled people’s theatre comp- 
any, with its reputation for 
sharp edged, high-speed pieces, 
this seems an unusual choice. 

Admittedly one of the central 
characters, Bodey (Caroline 
Parker), is partially deaf and 
tries to hide her hearing aid 
with a large plastic flower. 
People shout; she mis-hears, but 
ultimately she demonstrates the 
greatest insight. 

Helena (Ailsa Fairley) is a 
cool, smart, uptown woman 
who, having resigned herself to 
a single life, is trying to 
persuade Bodey’s flatmate, 
Dorothea, to share an elegant 
and expensive apartment with 
her. It is the opposition of taste, 
manner and style between 
Bodie and Helena that enable 
Williams to explore themes, 


The Heart ’n Soul Experience 
's going north. According to 
Nordaf News, this company of 
seople with learning disabili- 
ies has produced “a gig, com- 
plete with live band, outra- 


such as what is style and how 
do we achieve true happiness. 
Dorothea (Sarah Howard) is 
about to be disappointed in 
love and it is her fate that is 
being decided. Miss Gluk (Ali 
Briggs) offers comic relief as a 
woman so overwhelmed by 
grief that she cannot get 
dressed or make her own 
coffee. She wanders in and out, 


geous costume, and stage 
effects that pay homage to the 
best of popular culture...” It is 
at The Arc, Stockton on 17 
March, Alnwick Playhouse on 
18 March, Spennymoor Leisure 
Centre on 19 March and Live 


Theatre, Newcastle on 20 March. 


To join the Northern Disability 
Arts Forum (Nordaf), which is 


crying pitifully and shouting in 
unintelligible German. 

The play is a celebration of 
the human spirit’s ability to 
survive. Modern themes are 
balanced against a traditional 
view of women that begs the 
question — have things got 
better or worse for them? 

As a visually impaired person 
I found the play easy to follow 


free, tel: 0191-222 0708, mini- 
com: 0191-261 2238. 


Common Ground Sign Dance 
Theatre, a company of deaf 
and hearing people based in 
Liverpool, London and The Isle 
of Wight, are recuiting two deaf 
apprentices. If you are deaf and 
can dance, contact Barry Avison 


as it was based on dialogue. 

The acting was at the high 
standard we have come to 
expect of Graeae, and the 
direction, by Jenny Sealey, was 
measured, tense and held my 
attention. It was good to see an 
all-female cast working 
together, but this production 
was early in the run and needs 
time for actors and play to 
grow into each other. 

The Everyman Theatre in 
Liverpool was sold out, many 
of the audience there to see 
Tennessee Williams at his best. 
They were not disappointed by 
this production. Highly 
recommended. 

There is integrated sign- 
language, and programmes are 
in large print or on tape. 

Mandy Redvers-Higgins 


Tour dates: 8-9 March, 
Warwick Arts Theatre; 16-17 
March, Live Theatre, 
Newcastle; 18 March, Corn 
Exchange, Newbury; 19 
March-3 April (Tuesday to 
Sunday, not Saturday 27 
March), Drill Hall, London; 27 
March, Exeter and Devon Arts 
Centre, Exeter. 


on minicom: (0151) 707 7380, 
fax: (0151) 707 8033. 

The Royal College of Organists’ 
spring evening recitals begin on 
11 March with John Scott, 
organist at St Paul’s Cathedral. 
St Andrew’s, Holborn, London 
EC4, has ramped access, but 
phone first, tel: 0171-936 3606. 


HE HOPLA is a walking trainer for children 

who require an assistive aid in developing their 
independent mobility skills. Providing support and 
stability, Hopla is at the same time both functional 
and attractive, encouraging improvement in their 
walking abilities and their freedom of movement 


at play. 


Hopla helps to maintain balance in a standing 

5 position and assists in providing a natural walking 
posture. Simple adjustments to the height, angle 
and movement ensure safety and individual 


comfort. Hopla comes in two sizes for children 
years with a wide range of optional 


~Manufactured in Sweden by 
Alvema, leading suppliers of 
rehab equipment for children, 
Hopla is available in the UK from 
Rainbow Rehab. 


For full details call FREEPHONE 
0500 618008 or complete the 


FREEPOST, THE COACH HOUSE 
134 PUREWELL, CHRISTCHURCH 
DORSET BH23 1BR 


Paul Darke 


Gimme 
Gimme 
Gimme! 
(BBC2, 22 
January) is an 
amusing new 
sitcom about 
a woman and 
a gay guy flatsharing, and their 
love/hate relationship. It is up- 
front without betraying any of 
its political bite through fear of 
being negative or stereotyped. 

It is very fond of using abusive 
terminology about all social 
groups, but its crassness is its 
edge: by having stupid people 
use stupid phrases, the 
stupidity of the abuse is 
revealed as ignorance rather 
than cleverness. 

Shooting the Past (BBC2, 24 
January) captured the beauty 
of photography in a drama 
about the closure of a photo 
library. Although Timothy 
Spall was wonderful in this 
rather predictable narrative, 
ending up as someone with 
brain injury was a little 
unnecessary and clichéd. 

Still, anything was better than 
Catherine Cookson’s Tilly 
Trotter (ITV, 29 January), a 
drama series so bad they had to 
blame the author in the 
programme’s title. I think the 
writers thought they were being 
original in the Lady Chatterley 
type narrative, but they weren’t. 

Another drama to use 
disability rather sadly was 
Midsomer Murders, 
“Strangler’s Wood” (ITV, 3 
February), a usually amusing, 
kind of Inspector Morse series, 
set in a village where psychotic 
tendencies are the key to a 
residence permit. This episode 
had an elderly wheelchair-using 
mother watching over her 
murderous son. She kills him 
when a new murder takes 
place, mistakenly thinking he’s 
the killer. One felt sympathy 
for the son. 

Landladies (ITV, 2 February) 
voyeuristically uses hoteliers 
Chris and Janet, who are of 
restricted height, to look at the 
“common man” on holiday. It 
could have not been more 
patronising to both Chris and 
Janet or the common man. 

Then there was That's Esther 
(ITV, 7 February). Simply 
because it had two disabled 
presenters did not make it 
disability-okay, or in any way 
okay. It was expensive rubbish, 
brought to us with a smile of 
ignorance and the manner of a 
female Alan Partridge. 

Keep an eye out for Channel 
4’s next Access All Areas in late 
February and early March. I 
will be reviewing it all. Let me 
know what you think. 
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30 Fun and games 


Dan battles 
DN’s crossword through 
sponsored by Brice 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


—_—— OO 


January, the dead zone. Where 
nothing happens except 
overloading the “I wish it was 
summer” tank. And emptying 
pockets in preparation for said 
season. 

After surfing the net and 
eliminating the “dodgy Dels” 
of the travel industry, we (Jon, 
myself and other as yet 
unidentified life forms) have 
settled on two weeks of 
lasciviousness in Tenerife. 

And, in an unprecedented act 
of malevolence, a PC (micro 
variety, not Noddy’s mate) with 
modem and fancy mobile phone 
might accompany us, just to let 


Scvibble pad 


ole ier nee 
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ACROSS DOWN 

1. Come after or succeed (6) 1. Medicinal herb (8) 

4, Marsh (5) 2. “Neither a borrower nor 
7. Taping at oven (anag) (12) as be” (“Hamlet”) (6) 


8. Part of wind instrument (4) 3. Breadwinner (4,6) 
10. Woman's name (8) 4. Class of employee (7,5) 
13. Mobility aid (7,5) 5. Opposite of alkali (4) 
15. Angle or intersection (6) 6. Short fori of 10 across (3) 
a ie ay 0) 9. Disabled scientist (7) 
secae pare as aes gaa 11. Weather and temperature (7) 
sense terms (11) 12. Thin (6) 


14. Over (5) 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 
Answers on page 33 


Install a CARONY wheelchair system and 
your new car is VAT exempt ! 

Transfer into car without leaving seat ! 
Good postural supporting seat ! 
No lifting required ! 


Manual/ Electric ! 


And dignified ! 


Approved Installation Centres 


London / Home Counties - Steering Developments . - 01442 212918 
South West - Adaptacar - 01769 572785 

Midlands - B.R.Mobility - 01926 451545 

North West - Mobility Conversions - 0161 745 9737 

North East - K. C. Mobility - 01924 442386 

Scotland - Scotmobility - 01592 770204 


Please call for further information or demonstration. 
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Candid Dandids | 


us e-mail our respective offices 
from whatever sunkissed beach 
we happen to be on. 

I’m mourning a sad loss at 
work. My “mad woman round 
the corner”, Maureen, has left, 
leaving me without the most 
warped wit in the office. Who 
will now manipulate my 
chakras at the drop of a hat? 
My new age therapy at 
lunchtimes will be no more. 

Still, I think my position as 
her daughter Sarah’s occasional 
babysitter and wrestling 
dummy is safe. I worry 
sometimes when undertaking 
similar responsibilities (minus 
Hulk Hogan duties) with 
Maureen’s boyfriend Roy, as 
the bruises from Sarah fade 
quicker than hangovers gained 
thanks to him. I had to hold his 
hand and accompany him to a 
bike show recently, when his 


Your stars 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 


Your energy is fluctuating 
from happiness to the 
depths of despair. You need to 
keep your wits about you and 
use your brain, rather than for- 
tune, to succeed. Remember — 

“all that glitters is not gold”. 

ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 

Fortune smiles on you in 

March. You may well be 
able to look the gift-horse in 
the mouth and, what’s more, 
your loved one might just sup- 
port you in doing so. If inspira- 
tion strikes, use it. 

TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 
Despite the conflicts that 
may arise in March, you 

can get on top of things and 
express yourself, especially to 
your nearest and dearest. Take 
advantage of an opportunity to 
put relationships before career. 

GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

Hold on to positive 

thoughts about your 
future. You may not act on cur- 
rent ideas, but ensure you make 
the most of any insights and 
store them up for future use. 

CANCER (23 June-23 July) 

60 After tension early on in 
March you may find that 

colleagues begin to see things 

from your point of view. 

Personal restrictions should lift. 

You might begin to win friends 

and influence people. 

LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 

S& Your ability to communi- 
cate could be upset. A 

smooth period, turning into 


i 
| 
| 


« 
i 


playmates dropped out. 
Advancing years are obviously 
proving a challenge for him. 
Hence the import of younger | 
: 


stock to numb the pain. The 
checking out of deluxe stabilisers. 
for a Lambretta scooter doesn’t | 
help one’s street cred either. | 
A recent trip toa local pub, 
the Hornsey Wood Tavernin | 
North London, spawned an 
amazing display of ignorance. | 
As Windsor got the beers in, he - 
asked for a straw. On explaining | 
this was required due to my cp, } 
Einstein’s brother, aka the 
barman, asked “Should he be 
drinking that if he’s disabled?” 
I mused whether, with his 
apparent sub-zero level of 
awareness, he should be working 
with the public or in a sports 
management capacity. I hear 
there may be a senior position 
up for grabs. 


heated debate, may transform 
into an opportunity to further a | 
project. Don’t expect too much | 
support from loved ones. A 
male friend may help you out. 
VIRGO (24 Aug- 23 Sept) 
my It will be a strange month. 
Someone opposing your 
plans will end up your best ally | 
You may do a dramatic U-turn 
yourself on an idea that you 
have been nurturing. Take the 
plunge and make the change. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 
Uncharacteristic stress 
could bother this month, 
Although mostly psychological, — 
you may feel physically ill as a 
result. Take it easy and avoid 
making any major decisions for 
the time being. : 
SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) : 
m, An authoritative female 
figure may oppose your 
plans. Try to be positive. 
Communicate your ideas any- 
way you can, and you may win 
people over to your side. ii 
SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
Your bruised ego should 
begin to heal around th 
22nd. An admirer who ha 
been trying to get your atten 
tion could help restore you 
self-esteem. Confide in them. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
Start to lay down founda 
tions for some soli 
prospects for your future 
Things in the balance begin to 
go in your favour. Avoid offend ; } 
, 


ing people in the second half o 
the month and you should be 
successful. hy 
AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) i 
amr As Mars in Scorpio— 
‘VM reverses direction, you 
may feel like you are running 
but getting nowhere. So, review 
past successes and use it to feed 
your future achievements, 
rather than trying to take any 
action at the moment. 


My favourite walk 31 


Bay watching 


Julie McKechnie 
akes a regular turn 
ound her home 
jillage of Heysham 
n Lancashire 


Jeysham is a small village on 
he coast at Morecambe Bay. 
(he view is spectacular, 
vhether on a bright morning 


Marvellous Morecambe: the view from Heysham across the bay 


when you can see all the way to 
Grange-over-Sands and the hills 
of the Lake District rising 
majestically behind them. Or 
on a beautiful summer evening 
the sunset is a joy to behold. 
Due to my arthritis, my 
mobility is not what it should 
be. But I can do this short, 
circular walk on foot with DJ 
the dog when I’m feeling 
strong. When I’m not, my 


oe ee 


ae 


husband, Roger, pushes me 
along in my wheelchair. 

Visitors to Heysham can 
begin the walk at the car park 
in the village. There is plenty of 
space and it is free for Orange 
Badge holders. There is also a 
disabled toilet for members of 
the Royal Association of 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
Key Scheme. 

Off we go down Main Street, 
past cottages dating back to the 
1600s with their baskets and 
tubs full of flowers. 

Along the way, the Royal 
Hotel beckons with the 
promise of home-cooked food 
and a well kept pint. 

Halfway down the street 
stands St Peter’s church. In the 
spring the grounds are covered 
with snowdrops and crocuses. 

DJ and I stroll through the 
graveyard and the Glebe garden 
and marvel at the quietness of 
it all. The ruins of St Patrick’s 
Chapel and the stone coffins 
behind the church are not 
accessible to wheelchair users, 
but if you can manage, they are 
well worth a look. 

We carry on down to the 
shoreline and the little sloping 
jetty, where the local fishing 


a 8 BO ES Oe 
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boats of long ago used to set 
off on their daily fishing trips 
across the bay. 

Then it’s off to the cliff top 
which looks over Morecambe 
Bay. DJ and J love this part. 
Here you can sit on one of the 
many benches and gaze over 
the waters. We sit watching the 
birds flying low over the sands. 
Or, on a blustery day, watch the 
wind crashing into the waves. 
Nature can be very humbling. 

We turn at the top and make 
our way back into Heysham 


~ NAME. 


The pull of the pub: the Royal Hotel beckons Julie and DJ 


LANCASTER CITY COUNCIL TOURISM SERVICES 


as 


where we stop to watch people 
being weighed on the village 
weighing scales. For 20 pence 
you can sit in the suspended 
chair and be weighed by Jake, a 
local who seems to have been 
there since the year dot. 

By the time I’m home, I feel 
totally relaxed and invigorated. 


Heysham village can be 
reached from the AS89 Marine 
Road from Morecambe. 
Tourist Information, tel: 
(01524) 582808. 


\ For full details call FREEPHONE 0500 618008 or /, 
AANA end the completed coupon to ~“$ ADDRESS 
. vs EN dca POST BODE 
RAI ST . : 7 
THE COACH HOUSE - 134 PUREWELL ~ DAYTIME TEL NO 7 


CHRISTCHURCH - DORSET BH23 1BR 
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32 ¥ Bright ideas 


Dan Batten brings 
you another batch 
of clever gadgets 
for home and office 


Is viewing your favourite tv 
show on video a drag because 
you can’t read everyone’s lips? 
Panasonic’s new NV-HD680 
video recorder (right) has the 
capacity to record subtitles as 
well as normal sound and pic- 
ture. The subtitle feature can be 


turned on and off as required. 
The days of ploughing through 
tapes to find your favourite 
show are over too, with its tape 
library function listing contents 
of each tape recorded on it. To 


find your nearest Panasonic 
dealer, call their sales informa- 
tion line, tel: 0990-357 357. 


Pain Gone, a new pen-like 
device (left) based on a 30- 
year-old medical technique 
called Transcutaneous Nerve 
Stimulation, claims to ease pain 
rapidly without the use of 
drugs. Place the pen over the 
painful area, avoiding the eyes, 
and rapidly press the button 30- 
40 times. Each click emits a pulse 
which stimulates endorphins, 


T* car gives us all freedom. The power to go where we choose, when we choose. It 
gives us independence and of course it gives us mobility. For wheelchair users though 
Just getting in and out of an average four door saloon is not only difficult, it is sometimes 


nigh on impossible. 


Gownngs Mobility has been building high quality Chairman car conversions for over 30 
years so we understand the value of mobility. But don’t just take our word for it, you can 
See what June and Bernard Simpson of Staffordshire had to say: 


the body’s natural painkillers. 
It can be used regularly, with no 
reported side-effects. Contact 
Allied Healthcare Products, 
tel/fax: (01723) 501884. 


“Since we have had our Chairman life has had 
a richer quality, with no problems of thinking 
shall we make the big effort to go out! 

Its just so easy.” 


JUNE AND BERNARD SIMPSON — CHAIRMAN OWNERS 


‘To find out how you can experience the pleasures of easy motoring call the Freephone 
number below for your free full colour Chairman information pack, or if you prefer 


complete the coupon. 


a whole world of possibilities 


ESL Healthcare has added 

padded seat option to th 
Geberit Shower Toilet rang 
(below), as part of their fixe 
price package. It eases pressur 
on sensitive areas and the sea 
has a wipe clean surface, mak 
ing it easier to keep germ-free 
Remote control options for th 
range have been increased t 
include a beam operated b 
passing something through it, ; 


hand-held unit for the user anc 
a carer’s control on a long core 
to ensure private moments are 
just that. Details from ESI 
Healthcare, tel: (01323) 465800 
or www.eslhealthcare.co.uk. 


Enabling Computer Supplie: 
(ECS) help make using comput. 
ers easier. Products available 
include an acrylic keyguard to 
fit the Cherry Mini keyboard 
(below) and various pieces of 
ergonomic furniture. Private 


assessment can be requested to 
address specific needs, or they 
can be arranged through 
assessment centres or the 
Employment Service. ECS, tel: 
(01785) 243111. 


The RNIB and British Telecom 
have come up with a BIG 
Button phone (below). It fea- 
tures, as the name cunningly 
implies, large buttons with oa 
print, an inductive coupler, 
adjustable speech amplification 
and a large easy-grip handset 
Also included are a call indica- 
tor light and three large “one- 
touch” memory buttons. 


£24.99 from RNIB Customer 
Services, tel: 0345-456 457. 


Please send me further information regarding the Gowrings Mobility Chairman range. Please return this coupon to 


Name: _ us at: 


Address: 


Gowrings Mobility 
FREEPOST 
Newbury 


Berks RG14 5ZW 
RU. Tel: 01635 529500. Fax: 01635 529400. Internet: www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 


Postcode: 


Gowrings Mobility Ltd. 3 Arnhem Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5 
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>elebrating Peace on Earth... 


| message r good will: Se one renowned wildlife artist 
yavid Shepherd (/eft) with African elephants, and (right) speaking 
t the opening of the Mouth and Foot Painting Artists (MFPA) 
xhibition, Peace on Earth, at the Royal Geographical Society 
RGS) in December. The event celebrated the 59th anniversary of 
he United Nations’ declaration on Human Rights. With him are 
.GS’s curator Sherie Naidoo (centre), MFPA representative Trevor 
Vells and his wife Shirley. 


.-by helping out animals too 


the MFPA is now actively 
elping out the David Shepherd 


anti-poaching work in the 
Russian Far East. 

There will also be an Art for 
Survival Wildlife Auction at 
Christies in London, 28 April, 
helping to raise further funds. 


jonservation Foundation 
DSCF), which is, in turn, 
jorking to help raise funds for 
ne Siberian Tiger Project. 

A leading MFPA member, 
sruce Peardon, has mouth 
ainted a picture of Siberian 
‘igers with their cubs (above). 
The MFPA have donated 500 
gned limited edition prints to 
1e DSCF to help raise funds. 
All money raised from their 
ale will be used directly on 


Video top five 


. THE X-FILES MOVIE 
sox Pathé): Mulder and 
cully move to the big screen. 
. LOST IN SPACE (E.V.): CT 
emake of the tv series, with 
riends’ star Matt Le Blanc. 

. 6 DAYS 7 NIGHTS (Buena tT 
ista): Romantic island 
ick with Harrison Ford. 
. GODZILLA (Columbia 
ristar): World’s biggest 
inosaur manages to hide in 
lew York, unconvincingly. 
. SLIDING DOORS (CIC): Cr 
wyneth Paltrow in two- 
ded love plot. 


Chart supplied by MIRB. 


Closed captions included. 


Further information about the 
Mouth and Foot Painting 
Artists or about the auction, 
can be obtined from Susanna 
Kolsch, Vockrodt Projects, 121 
Oxford Gardens, London W10 
6NE, tel: 0181-964 0260, fax: 
0181-964 0277. 


The ME Association Young 
People’s Group now has a web- 
site. The group, with over 340 
members, is open to anyone 
under 26, and gives contact and 
support to those with ME and 
their families. It has a penpal 
scheme and produces two 
newsletters, Pick Me Up for the 
under 16s and Side by Side for 
16-25 year olds. Membership is 
free. It’s at www.cix.co.uk/ 
~meaypg/index.htm. 


The Disability Information 
Service Bedford is a resource 
centre giving information on 
equipment, access, leisure, ben- 
efits and much more. All infor- 
mation is free and confidential. 
You can access information in 
person, by post, telephone, fax, 
minicom or e-mail. Contact 
Disability Information Service 
Bedford, 1st Floor, 1 The 
Howard Centre, Horne Lane, 
Bedford MK40 1UH, tel/fax: 
(01234) 349988, minicom: 
(01582) 470968, e-mail: 
drc_beds@compuserve.com. 


Unwanted cameras needed 
Due to increasing mem- 
bership, the Disabled Photo- 
graphers’ Society needs 
unwanted, serviceable SLR 
or 35mm zoom compact 
cameras to supply to mem- 
bers. The charity is for 
anyone who enjoys pho- 
tography, no matter what 
their disability. It gives 
advice, support and helps 
with design modifications. 
Contact the), Society at 
PO Box 130, Richmond, 
Surrey TW10 6XQ. 


I Try a Theraposture 
4 Adjustable Bed or 
| Recliner Chair in your 
| own home and you, 
too, will immediately 
appreciate the benefits, 
You will discover new 
levels of comfort. See 
how the rhythmic massage helps 


soothe your aches and pains and encourage 

a good night’s sleep.Each bed or chair is individually 

made to order so you can choose the size, upholstery and 
features to suit your needs. For more information and details 


of our affordable finance packages contact us today 


Freephone 0800 834654 now 


or write to us at: Theraposture (DN 2/99) 


Freepost, Warminster, Wilts BA12 8TZ 
www.theraposture.co.uk 


intage pol 

atricia LB. Walking stick 
15. Corner 16. Again 
Demystified 

OWN: 1. Feverfew 
Lender 3. Wage earner 
Support staff 5. Acid — 

Pat 9. Feelin il. Climate 


brillant... 
Mrs. Meister, Knebworth 


...and customers 


“Our Theraposture bed brought us immediate relief 
from backache and circulation problems. It is simply 
How have we done without for so long?” 


Showtime in the 


Independent Living South-West 
will be at the Whitchurch Sports 
Centre, Bristol, 24-25 March. 
Over 140 suppliers will exhibit 
products for 
mobility, household equipment, 
hoists and lifts, communication 
aids and therapy devices, and you 
can attend free seminars. 

The Lifestyle 99 feature includes 
a fashion show and visitors can 
try out reflexology, manicures and 
massage. A wheelchair sports 
“Have a Go Day” on the 25th is a 
great opportunity to get some one-to-one coaching in 
indoor/outdoor activities such as tennis, basketball and fencing. 

The Wheelchair Corporation will be exhibiting three new 
products. The Landeez is an all-terrain wheelchair (above). The 
balloon tyres can cope with awkward terrain, and the chair folds 
into a car. There are also interchangeable indoor wheels. Their 
multifunctional Transfer Care Chair gives ease of transfer from bed, 
bathroom, shower and into a car. The Suprema is “Europe’s most 
compact and manoeuverable powered indoor wheelchair” for use in 
home or office. It can be raised and lowered, and the seat tilts. 

Shad Sewing Machines has recently launched a cordless remote 
control device that can be adapted to most sewing machines 
(below). Approved by the DLE, the Starlight Model 2010 has variable 
speed, making it ideal for both novice and experienced users. The 
portable device can be attached to your clothing or left on the 
floor in a comfortable position. The box is 5x7x2.6cm in size, and 
weighs 70g. The battery can be used continuously for 16 hours 
before recharging. 

Entry to the show is free, but you must have a pre-registered ticket. 
For yours, write to Independent 
Living, PO Box 513, Bristol BS99 
2AH, or tel: (01275) 836465. 

Courtesy buses run to and from 
Bristol Temple Meads _ railway 
station. 

The show will be in Glasgow 28- 
29 April and at Wembley 15-16 
September. 


indoor/outdoor 


AT ered ux ite 


MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH QUALITY COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 
1 CLIFTON ROAD * HALESOWEN ° WeEsT MIDLANDS * B62 9HB 
TEL/FAx: 0121 561 1015 


* Extreme comfort 
¢ Excellent posture support 
¢ Power driven/Self-propelling 
¢ Tilt ’n space powered 
or manual 
* Fully reclining back rest 
* Elevating leg rests 
¢ Paediatric and adult sizes 
* Built in pressure relief 
* Tailored to your 
requirements 
¢ Full range of adaptations 
* Pommel, therasic support 
headrests 


All you will ever need from a wheelchair, 
guaranteed. 


We are pleased to announce the launch of our 
new paediatric chair at the Bristol Independent 
Living Exhibition, in conjunction with our local 
dealer Keep Able, on stand 36. We will also 
have our range of junior and adult chairs on 
the stand. 


KEEPA pre 


Making life easter 


We look forward to welcoming you. 
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Henshaw’s College (Henshaw’s Society for the Blind) is holding 
a one-day course, Anti-Discriminatory Practice in the 
Workplace, 18 March, Harrogate, identifying key forms of dis- 
crimination, its impact on individuals/groups, and practice in the 
workplace. There will also be two open days, 24-25 March, for 
prospective students, parents and professionals. Contact Davina 
or Julie, School of Visual Impairment Studies, Henshaw’s 
College, Bogs Lane, Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG1 4ED, tel: 
(01423) 886451. 


Environmental Good Practice in Construction, 18 March, 
London, is an Environment Agency conference organised by 
Construction Industry Research and Information Association. 
Looking at current trends of good practice within the construc- 
tion industry. Senior agency and industry representatives will dis- 
cuss ways in which building environments can be made more 
accessible. For conference details, contact Torgun Cane, CIRIA, 
6 Storey’s Gate, London $W1P 3AU, tel: 0171-222 8891. 


The National Disabled Persons Housing Service hosts A Perfect 
Match?, 23 March, in York. Aimed at disabled people, social ser- 
vices and housing associations, there will be workshops on how 
disability housing registers work, their relevance to the needs of 
disabled people, and planning for better housing. Details from 
Alex McNab, National DPHS, 17 Priory Street, York, YO! 6ET, 
tel: (01904) 653888. Deadline for bookings is 12 March. 


Going For It, 24 March, London, is a free event for young dis- 
abled people, aged 14-25, organised by the Greater London 
Association of Disabled People. Aiming to promote indepen- 
dence for young disabled people, speakers are from Independent 
Living Alternatives and Greater Manchester Coalition of 
Disabled People. Workshops run all day. Contact April Bird at 
GLAD, tel: 0171-346 5812, minicom: 0171-346 5811. 


Time To Listen, 13 April, Manchester Conference Centre, is a 
conference run by Pavilion Publishing in association with the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation. It will address the experiences of 
disabled children and young people, such as living away from 
home, independent living and direct payments. Contact Pavilion 
Publishing, tel: (01273) 623222. 


AbilityNet, which provides advice on how computer technology 
can help disabled people, is hosting two awareness days: for RSI 
(15 April) and visual impairment (24 June). Contact Ability Net, 
tel: 0870-240 4455. Visitors can drop in at any time to view the 
hardware/software adaptations available. 


FINDING THE KEY 


A one-day national conference 
4 March 1999 


Finding the Key focuses on developing best practice in 
independent living and accessible housing through a series of 
lively workshops and presentations. Speakers from the cutting 
edge of the disability and housing movements include: 


e Anne Rae Chair, British Council of Disabled People 


e Frances Hasler Co-Director, National Centre for 


Independent Living 


¢ Mike Donnelly Chief Executive, Habinteg Housing 


Association 


© Ginny Shaw Director, National Disabled Persons 


Housing Service 


Delegates will find out more about Lifetime Homes, Disabled 
Persons Housing Service and Hull’s Accessible Housing Database. 


Finding the Key is the culmination of an 18 month Housing 
Corporation funded project involving new working partnerships 
between users, service providers and local authorities and 
Eee areas of good practice, pitfalls and models for future 
work. 


For further information please contact Tracey Coleman on 
0171-822 8700. 


Habinteg Housing Association, 1 Pemberton Row, London 
EC4A 3PQ. 


Habinteg 


Housing Association 


An Innovation and Good Practice Grant 


ReABLE is a project 
a mid and west Wales. 
culties, with advice and infor- 
those adjusting to the after- 


run by Relate Dyfed, 
It aims to provide disabled peo- 
mation on dealing with these 
effects of surgery or living with 


| _information 
operating in south, 
ple, who have had sexual diffi- 
problems. It also offers help for 
illness. Tel: (01267) 238823. 


Connections, the London 
media centre, are awarding four 
video production bursaries and 
four research and development 
bursaries to disabled people 
with ideas that confront images 
and perceptions of disability. 
The aim is to partner trainees 
with established programme 
makers. Application deadline 
9 March. Write to Connections 


Communication Centre, 


Palingswick House, 241 King 
Street, London W6 9LP, tel: 
0181-563 0826. 


Exploring Your Emotions, 
published by the British 
Institute of Learning Disabilities, 
is a resource pack for profes- 
sionals, counsellors or thera- 
pists to help people with learn- 
ing disabilities grasp the con- 
cepts of emotions and behav- 
iour. It contains 30 colour pho- 
tographs and a manual show- 
ing commonly felt emotions. 
£25 (£1.25 p&p) from Bild 
Publications, Plymbridge 
Distributors, Plymbridge 
House, Estover Road, Plymouth 
PL6e7PZec Quote. BUBGSi5 
when ordering. 


Sound Sense, a national devel- 
opment agency for community 
music-making, has produced a 
large print version of their 
leaflet What is Community 
Music? It describes community 
music and its accessibility to 
people of all abilities and ages. 
They also run the National 
Music and Disability Information 
Service. For a copy contact 
Sound Sense, Riverside House, 
Rattlesden, Bury St Edmunds, 
IP30 OSE Tel: (01449) 736287. 


With the driving school BSM, it 
is now possible to learn how to 
drive in the virtual world, due 
to their new website. The site 
has useful information, includ- 
ing a section on the recently 
introduced theory test, the 
basics of driving, a guide to the 
workings of a car, a driving 
simulator, and details of BSM 
offers. Their site can be seen at 
http:// www.bsm.co.uk. 


Naidex celebrates its Silver 
Jubilee this year, 18-20 May 

at NEC, Birmingham. The 

show is billed to be bigedl 
and better than ever before, 
concentrating on attracting disabled people and their carers, and | 
promoting companies who want to sell direct to the public. { 
For the first time in the history of the show, Naidex will be sup-_ 
ported by The Guardian newspaper, which will sponsor a new 
series of public seminars. | 
This year Disability Now will be sponsoring the New Product | 
Showcase, where companies enter their new products and visi- | 
tors to the show cast their vote for what they think are the most | 
innovative and useful. Companies or inventors who would like | 
to enter their new products for the Award should contact Lee 

Hobbs, tel: 0181-940 0202. Closing date for return of entries is | 
31 March 1999. | 
Visitors to Naidex will also find other established favourites, 
like the mobility test track 
and an exhibitor demon- 
stration area. 


Naidex 


Naidex Care Management 


DisabilityNOW 


Look out for 


The London arts group Shape will be holding 
an installation of multimedia and computer- 
made images, 22 March. All artwork has been 
produced by young people with learning diffi- 
culties — students at Ickburgh School, Hackney. 
It can be seen at the Perpetual Beauty Carnival 228 
Club, 1-15 Leswin Road, London N16, 3.30-5.30pm. Further 
details from Christina Domingo, Shape, LVSRC, 356 Holloway 
Road, London N7 6PA, tel: 0171-700 0100 extension 289. 


High Spin dance company, a group of dancers with and witho 
learning difficulties are on tour performing Frog Shark Shark 
Shadow, an “off-the-wall” piece exploring relationships, mov 
ment and moods, and Blind Date White Noise, a humorous play 
on the theme of dating, with a commissioned soundtrack of soap 
opera tunes. 11 and 13 March, Brighton, tel: (01273) 70970 
19 March, Chichester, tel: (01243) 816100. 24 March, Londo 
tel: 0181-341 4421. 26 March, Crawley, tel: (01293) 553636. _ - 


DN brings you another list of website addresses. Cut it out 
and keep it safe. If you have any to add send them to 


Damien Vessey, address on page 3. Ask if you want it 
added to our website links page. 


! ACCESS 


Centre for Universal Accessibility in the Built Env’t: 
http://www.ulst.ac.uk/faculty/eng/SCOBE/cua.html 
Disability Access Rights Advice Service (DARAS): 
http://www.daras.co.uk 

Institute on Independent Living: 
http://www.independentliving.org/index.html 


EDUCATION 

Advisory Centre for Education: 
http://www.ace-ed.org.uk 

National Association for Special Needs: 
http://www.nasen.org.uk/mainpg.htm 

National Institute of Conductive Education: 
http://www.conductive-education.org.uk 

Office for Standards in Education (OFSTED): 
http://www.open.gov.uk/ofsted/ofsted. htm 


EMPLOYMENT 
Opportunities for People with Disabilities: 
http://www.vois.org.uk/opportunities . 
OUTSET — Real Jobs for Disabled People: 
http://www.charitynet.org/~Outset/ 


HOUSING 

Centre for Housing Policy, University of York: 
http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/chp/Welcome.htm 
Housing Corporation: 
http://www.demon.co.uk/hcorp 

Housing Net: 

http://www. housingnet.co.uk 

National Housing Federation: 
http://www.housing.org.uk 


SPORT 

England International Disabled Angling Team: 
http://www.bvp.net/alink 

Gloucestershire Disabled Anglers: 


http://wkwebS.cableinet.co.uk/gdac Bs 
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‘PM RESEARCHING MY final project for a 
journalism degree. I am producing a 24- 
page magazine on cerebral palsy. Do you 
have articles you could contribute? I par- 
ticularly want stories on the strength of 
person or family. I plan to produce this 
commercially, and I hope to send all con- 
tributors a copy. Contributions to JS 
Clarke, Flat 7, Old Brewery Residence, 
Bridge Lane, Carlisle CA2 SSR. 


{] HAVE COMPILED a questionnaire about 
the facilities for disabled people at the 
Reading Festival. I have approached 
{Mean Fiddler (the promoters) and intend 
‘to forward my results to them so that 
ithey know what access requirements 
need to be improved. Questions include 
views on access to facilities, information 
and assistance. I would also like to hear 
from those who have never been, but 
would like to. For a questionnaire con- 
tact Jacinda Worrall, 31 Grosmont 
Terrace, Bramley, Leeds LS13 3NY. 


1AM CURRENTLY undertaking a study of 
disabled access into pubs, as part fulfil- 
ment of my degree course in building sur- 
yveying. | would like to hear about read- 
er’s personal experiences; any horror sto- 
ries and when you’ve been well catered 
for. Send to Andrew Murphy, 78a 
Radford Road, Nottingham NG7 SFT. 


STRONG VIEWS ON disability? BBC in 
East Anglia are planning a campaign in 
April. We’re highlighting personal rela- 
tionships, benefits, transport, carers and 
access issues. We are keen to talk to you. 
Contact Alan Bramwell, tel: (01473) 
250000. 


1 AM A young adult with cerebral palsy, 
living in New Delhi. I work as a canteen 
manager for a group of disabled people. I 
have been going all over India, increasing 
general disability awareness and fighting 
for our rights. I plan to open a photo- 
stat/Zeroxing centre in one of the col- 
leges in Dehli. I would to set up contact 
between our countries and hopefully do 
an exchange. Write to Dinesh Gupta, 7 
East Avenue Road, East Punjabi Bagh, 
New Dehli-110 026. 


RESEARCHER INTO COSMETIC quality of 
orthopaedic appliances needs to contact 
amputees and others who frequently use 
crutches. Also needs to contact both leg 
amputees. Please write to Ray Barrett, 26 
Red Cow Village, Exeter EX4 4AZ. 


Personal 


HAPPILY MARRIED MAN, 70, registered 
partially sighted, wishes to correspond 
with anybody, using tapes (maybe phone 
calls). Interests are radio programmes 
(sport, classical music and current 
affairs). Call Paul Lawson, tel: (01394) 
175501. 


MALE, EARLY 30s, cp, seeks friendship/ 
s0ssible romance with female, similar 
age. Likes socialising, cinema, pub 
lights, animals, computers, sport and 
nost types of music. Any area. Photo 
ippreciated. Box No. 340 


MALE, 31, WISHES to meet female to 
srighten his social life. Friendship is 
sssential. Romance, sex and relationship 
ire non-essential. No age preference. 
,ondon, Essex or Kent area only. 
30x No. 341 


ASIAN MALE, 48, educated, kind, caring 
and sincere with moderate hearing dis- 
ability, would like to meet female, able 
bodied or disabled for friendship/rela- 
tionship. Box No. 342 


YOUNG GAY MAN, 36. Tall, blue eyes, 
short hair. Hobbies are music, drama 
and competing in sports. I am a student 
at University. I would like friendship and 
hopefully more. Box No. 343 


MALE, AGED 38, living in Calderdale. My 
interests are cars, 4x4s/minibuses, muse- 
ums, leisure and animals. I am looking 
for a lady aged 35-40 years old who 
loves animals, cars, 4x4s or whatever. 
Box No. 344 


HI, ’'M A disabled man, early 40s, inde- 
pendent spirit, keen traveller, had enough 
of solo travel and want to settle down to 
family life (sex, warmth, children hope- 
fully). Please don’t apply if you just want 
to be my sister. Box No. 345 


MALE, 41, NEVER married, seeks similar 
female for genuine friendship. Likes quiet 
interests, nature, walking and music. No 
single mothers thank you. Anyone or 
anywhere welcome. Box No. 346 


MY HUSBAND DIED 17 months ago from 
motor neurone disease, having had it for 
2 years. I would like to hear from anyone 
who has lost a partner from motor neu- 
rone disease to let me know the affect it 
has had on themselves. Box No. 347 


PM 32 AND need my Romeo who wants a 
family. I haven’t found an able-bodied 
man who wants the same thing and can 
cope with a shy tetraplegic. Could you be 
my Romeo? Box No. 348 


ACTIVE MALE, LIKES to pretend to be an 
amputee, wishes to contact others with 
similar interest. Strict confidence assured. 
Box No. 349 


MALE, 37, SENSITIVE, sporty with gsoh, 
enjoys countryside and classical music. 
Wltm like minded female for friendship 
and possible romance. Box No. 350 


ONE-LEGGED, SINGLE male, 26, 6ft 2in, 
wltm or correspond with other limbless 
males for friendship. Age, race or area 
immaterial. Box No. 351 


Wheelchairs & scooters 


POWERED WHEELCHAIR, DUAL controls, 
leg bag and rain cape. New April 1997. 
£1,500. Tel: (01305) 770159 (Dorset). 


QUICKIE 2 LIGHTWEIGHT folding wheel- 
chair. Quick release wheels, vgc, £400. 
Tel: (01273) 474019 (evenings). 


QUICKIE 2 WHEELCHAIR, black, vgc, 
swing out foot plates. £500 ono. Tel: 
(01234) 305563 (Beds). 


QUICKIE REVOLUTION SEAT. 16in width, 
in Forest Green. Good condition, £650. 
Tel: (01600) 860373. 


INDOOR/OUTDOOR ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Little used, excellent condition, £800. 
Tel: (01795) 666909. 


SUNGIFT LEGEND ELECTRIC powerchair 
for sale. Hardly used, £1,400 (cash only). 
Tel: 0171-727 9071. 


STERLING 4 WHEELCHAIR. Canopy for 


wet weather, charger, kerb climbers, 
hardly used. £1,275. Tel: (01442) 864534 
(Berkhamstead, Herts). 


CARTERS G63 CRUISER electric power- 
chair. Excellent condition, with charger, 
kerb climbers and holdall. Rarely used. 
£950. Tel: 0181-878 0502 (Roehampton, 
London). 


POWERTEC F40 WHEELCHAIR with kerb 
climbers. £1,250. Tel: (01895) 622697 
(Middlesex). 


INVACARE STORM “C” ELECTRIC wheel- 
chair. New, unused. Sale due to bereave- 
ment. Innovative modular design. 
Descriptive brochure on request. Right 
hand dual controls, kerb climbers, 
puncture proof tyres. Cost £4,350, sell 
for £2,500 ono. Tel: 0181-660 0796 
(Purley, Surrey). 


SUNRISE MOBILITY POWERTEC F45. As 
new, 18in seat width and depth. 
Elevating foot rests, electric back rest. 
£2,200 ovno. Tel: (01249) 782708. 


BOOSTER TOWN & COUNTRY mobility 
scooter. As new. £1,350 ono. Tel: 0181- 
203 0128. 


SUNRISE SPIRIT ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Elevating leg rests. Vgc, £1,500 ono. Tel: 
0181-441 3229 (Herts/north London). 


INVACARE THREE-WHEELED scooter. 
Excellent condition, 30 months old, £850. 
Tel: (01844) 213099. 


Household & family 


THERAMATIC BED BY Theraposture for 
sale. Condition as new. Cost £2,185, will 
accept £1,000 ono. For information or 
details, tel: (01273) 501136. 


OXFORD MINI PATIENT hoist. £250 ono. 
Tel: (01234) 305563 (Beds). 


TRIKE WITH SUPPORTS. Age 5-10, sturdy, 
as new. £300. Tel: (01453) 823951. 


BAKARE MULTI-POSITION 3ft bed. 
Excellent condition. Delivery if required. 
£375. Tel: (01925) 757416 (Cheshire). 


PARKER BATH. Tel: (01792) 524908. 


ALPHAXCELL ACTIVE PRESSURE relieving 
mattress overlay system, with spare 
pump. £350 (cash only). Tel: 0171- 
727 9071. 


SYMMETRIKIT MEDIUM TILT chair, £300. 
Tel: (01344) 620846. 


STANDEASY HOIST, VERY little used. Cost 
£1,200, will accept £650 ono. Buyer col- 
lects. Tel: (01643) 831586. 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT, HARDLY used, excel- 
lent condition. Fits right side of 13-step 
stairs. £1,000. Tel: (01536) 741537 
(evenings). 


ACORN STAIRLIFT, PERFECT condition. 
Nearly new, operating on lefthand side 
for 12 stairs. 13.5ft or less. Includes deliv- 
ery, fitting and 4.25 years’ free service. 
£1,600 ono. Tel: 0181-878 1802. 


GOWRINGS CHAIRMAN FIORINO, turbo 
diesel, 1998, 700 miles, as new, £7,995. 
Tel: (01749) 890742 or 0836-681 796. 


FORD ESCORT AUTO. 1600cc, N reg, 1996, 
Alberta green, 11 month MOT, 26,800 
miles. Constables driver’s electric chair 
system, hand controls. Vgc, £10,500 ono. 
Tel: (01823) 335982 or (01823) 274703 
(evenings). 


RENAULT EXTRA L REG. 31k miles, 
dropped floor, bench seat in rear plus 
wheelchair person, roofrack. Vgc, £7,500 
ono. Tel: (01234) 305563 (Beds). 


TALBOT RANCHO 1.4. B reg, red, Gowring 
conversion. Takes one wheelchair via 
rear ramp. Good condition. £1,100 ono. 
Tel: 0191-286 0472 (Newcastle). 


CAR WHEELCHAIR RACK with accessories. 
£50. Tel: (01485) 534265. 


SPECIALLY MODIFIED RENAULT Extra. 
White, 1.41 petrol. Interior fully lined, 
grey carpet trim, solid rubber mat floor, 
full length storage box left hand side, car- 
pet trim, cushion seats to hold portable 
toilet. Guidosimplex clutch control. 3.5 
years old. 9,800 miles, fsh, MOT, 
immaculate condition. £4,500. Tel: 
(01395) 514295. 


FORD POP TRANSIT van. G reg, tail lift 
and fittings for wheelchair passenger. 
Good condition, very reliable. £2,500 
ono. Tel: (01995) 605451 or (01995) 
606685. 


HONDA ACCORD COUPE. Auto, 20k miles, 
1966. Constables electric carchair. 
Passenger side fitted out September 1998. 
Sale due to bereavement. £15,000. Full 
details, tel: (01604) 880609. Not home 
5-12 March. 


NISSAN SERENA 2.0L. Diesel LX, red, 
M reg, 4-door. 10,100 miles, Brotherwood 
conversion, rear chair ramp with 4-point 
anchorage. Seats 5 including driver and 
wheelchair, 6 months MOT. £11,500 
ono. Excellent condition. Tel: (01246) 
278952. 


GOWRINGS CHAIRMAN FORD Courier. 
K reg, 1.3, 29k miles, fsh, vgc. £6,950. 
Tel: (01865) 372472. 


FIAT SCUDO CHAIRMAN EL. P reg, 22 
months old, 1.9L diesel. Lowered floor, 
60in headroom. Seats 4 plus wheelchair 
passenger. Fsh, PAS, 19k miles. List price 
£18,000, sell for £13,000 ono. Possible 
part exchange for standard car. Tel: 
(01535) 652490. 


PEUGEOT EXPERT COMBI. April 1998, 
turbo diesel, very versatile. 5-seater, huge 
high boot space, only 2,200 miles. Power 
steering, fitted with Bruno hoist. Bargain 
at £11,000 ono. Tel: (01727) 860673. 


FORD COURIER, L REG. Low mileage, long 
MOT, excellent condition. Carries one 
wheelchair passenger plus 4 other passen- 
gers. £6,450. Tel: 0181-979 1637. 


MILFORD ELECTRIC CAR hoist. As new, 
used half a dozen times. Paid £1,555, will 
take £1,000. Tel: (01424) 845246. 


FIAT FIORINO ’90 wheelchair carrier. One 
previous lady owner. Only 36k miles, fsh. 
Folding rear seat, sunroof, windows, 
ramps. Lovely condition, £2,500. Tel: 
0114-236 7892 (evenings). 


FIAT FIORINO K REG. 1993, 44k miles, 
tinted glass, winch, clamps, ramp, full 


MOT. £3,550 ono. Tel: (01484) 545889. 


3 ap , 5 
| Classified lineage advertisements (For Sale adverts only — not for Personal adverts) 
| Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. 


fret toliner dyacrl 


Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


I 

I 

I 

I 

Selsey sl derehaanlatetile sehoved oi) itll tbe Wtert aah tbeend 111 | See ee JEP] oe (Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) ‘ 
june) sadiidahco | orlinay “| | 


Ads cost £5 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number Continue ona separate sheet if necessary 
and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


_ DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right to 
amend or withdraw lineage adverts 
without prior notice. All adverts must 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 


Telephone numbers and addresses will 
not be placed in personal adverts, 
instead Box Numbers will be provided. 
Box Numbers cannot be used for the 
sale of documents or goods. 


Lineage adverts can only be used 
by private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to the 
Advertising Manager (see imprint on 
page 3). 


DN cannot except responsibility for 
loss or damage of adverts or letters 
during forwarding. 


VW CARAVELLE CL. M reg, 2.4 diesel, 
21,700 miles. Rear ramp and tracking. 
Mint condition. £10,750. Tel: (01535) 
605627. 


BMW 316i COUPE. Auto, M reg, white, 
full BMW service history, 69k miles, 
hand controls, full electrics. Super condi- 
tion, £10,495 ono. Tel: (01922) 683201. 


VW CARAVELLE LW8, TDI, diesel. Fitted 
with power lift by Cotrim. 9 seats, cen- 
tral locking, air conditioning, 8k miles, 
1998, one owner. Bereavement forces 
sale. £18,950 ono. Tel: (01278) 671585. 


FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN. L reg, 1.4 
petrol, 1994, 20k miles. 4 seats plus 
wheelchair. Immaculate, rear ramp, tint- 
ed windows. £7,800. Tel: (01379) 783351 
(Suffolk). 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat and rally har- 
ness. Vgc, £60. Tel: (01784) 449579. 


FORD CHAIRMAN 1.4, H reg. Ramp access 
at rear for wheelchair. £4,500 ono. Tel: 
(01539) 560822 (Cumbria). 


DETACHED BUNGALOW, ADAPTABLE. 
3 beds, living room, dining room, lounge, 
fitted kitchen, bathroom, separate we, 
double glazed, gas central heating, dou- 
ble garage. Driveway, parking for 3-4 
cars. Offers over £115,000. Tel: 0151-426 
3504 (Prescot, Merseyside). 


4-BEDROOM DETACHED HOUSE in town 
centre location, Rochford, Essex. 
Designed for wheelchair user. £140,000. 
Contact RH Boyd. Tel: (01702) 541919 
(office). 


ATLAS FESTIVAL 1998, 35ft x 10ft two- 
bedroom wheelchair caravan, sited 
Seahouse. New ramp, gas cooker, fridge, 
shower, toilet, hand basin, mains elec- 
tricity. £10,950. Tel: (01665) 720628 
(Seahouse). 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
..and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
65,000 people for just £5 a line. 
All small ads must be paid for in 


advance. If you want to 
advertise, please use the form 
on the left. Send it with a cheque 
for the total to Disability Now, 6 
Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and send 
a cheque or postal order 
for £5 payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. This is 
to help cover our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 

Private and Confidential. 


If you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 3. 
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Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including indoor heated pool. 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


Bonneuil Holiday Cottages 


— Designed for people with disabilities in mind — 
Own an idyllic holiday cottage in rural south west France: 
Bonneuil Holiday Cottages is a unique UK owned farmstead 
development project — site to include 6 cottages, large 
covered swimming pool, river fishing and tennis courts 
Prices range from £28,000 per cottage 
For further details contact: Bonneuil Holiday Cottages, 
53 Woodville Road, Mumbles, Swansea SA3 4AE 


BRYN MEIRION GUEST HOUSE, Amlwch Road, 
Benllech, Anglesey, Gwynedd, LL74 8SR 
Tel: 01248 853118 


catered for. Various aids available on request. Open all 
year. Ample car parking. 
There is always a warm welcome at Bryn Meirion 


The Lake District, Windermere 


Burn How Garden House Hotel situated in delightful 
garden setting with everything on the ground floor: 
bedrooms, restaurant, bar, lounges, patio and toilets 
—no steps! Parking outside each room. Come and 
relax in spacious bedrooms in peaceful setting only 2 
minutes walk from lake and shops. Award winning 
food, highly commended for comfort cuisine and 
warm hospitality. 
Telephone for brochure: (01539) 446226, 
fax: (01539) 447000, website: www. burnhow.co.uk 
e-mail: burnhowhotel@btinternet.com 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


Roselands Holiday Chalets 


Ideal for all South Devon attractions — a small 
family run concern offering self-catering detached 
chalet accommodation with wheelchair access 
and safe parking between Newton Abbot and 
Totnes. Pets are very welcome and have the 


freedom of our large garden. 


Tel: (01803) 812701. 


HOLIDAY COTTAGE SOUTH 
WEST WALES 


Swn y Gwynt (Sound of the Wind). 
5 dragon WTB rating. 
Grade 1 access rating 


Built specifically for people with 
disabilities. Suit up to 4 people, 
including two in wheelchairs. Great 
views; good touring centre; easy 
parking. Reasonable inclusive rates. As 
good a place as you'll find anywhere. 


Telephone Griew on 01267 237261 


DN 1s on the web. Visit our site at 
http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
or you can e-mail us with ideas on 

editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Want your advert to reach 
more people? 


Why not put your advert on 
DN’s website? 


To add yours, contact 
Richard Gresham, 
tel: 0171-619 7336, 
fax: 0171-619 7331. 


CORNDENE — A SHROPSHIRE HOLIDAY 
“Get away from it all” to this comfortable old 
rectory in beautiful, peaceful countryside. There’s a 
special welcome for our disabled visitors & many 
return year after year. B&B plus Visitor’s Kitchen. 
Superb access (Tourist Board Category 1), spacious 
ensuite ground floor rooms. Write, phone or fax: 
Clare & David, Corndene, Coreley, Ludlow, 
Shropshire SY8 3AW, tel: (01584) 890324. 


JUBILEE LODGE — Essex 
Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorized hoists. 
Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Social Services 
registered. From £255 pw. For brochure call: 

0171 833 4579 ext. 132 


EILDON HOLIDAY COTTAGES 
MELROSE, SCOTTISH BORDERS 
HOLIDAY CARE SERVICE UK WINNER 
Five category 1 self-catering holiday 
cottages in magnificent setting 
overlooking Tweed valley. 

Two cottages have overhead hoists 
Scottish Tourist Board 4 stars. 

For colour brochure please contact: 
JILL HART, DINGLETON MAINS, 

MELROSE TD6 9HS 


TEL/FAX 01896 823258 
http:/www.aboutscotland.co.uk/eildon/cottages.html 


Crabhill House - SURREY 
Fully accessible country house — with purpose- 
built extension. 26 single en-suite rooms. 5 twin 
rooms. Licensed bar. CTV. Conservatory. Lovely 
gardens. Electric hoists. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Day trips to Brighton, 
London, Theatreland etc. From £255 pw — 
food/personal support included. For information/ 
booking form tel: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


SHOREFIELD COUNTRY PARK 

Downton, Hampshire: 

Award winning coastal site with indoor/outdoor 
pools; sports/leisure facilities; restaurants and 
bars. Wheelchair accessible, fully equipped 1/2 
bedroom chalets, sleep 4-6. 

Call: K. Pepper on 01590 642073 — New Forest 
Mencap Charity No. 1038962. 


ORANGE BADGE 


MACHINE S.L. 


Wheelchair Hire * Manual & 
Electric Chairs 
Electronic Scooters * Walking Aids 
Bathroom & Toilet Aids 
Airport Service & Island Tours 
Edificio Arco Iris, Cristian Sur, 
No 9 Av. Penetracion, 
38650 Los Cristianos, 
Arona, Tenerife 


TEL/FAX: (00 34 922) 79 73 55 
E-mail us at orange@interbook.net 


Accessible Accommodations Abroad 


Wheelchair accessible villas, apartments and 
hotels in Europe and worldwide. Also cruises 
and tailor-made travel. 


Call TravelAbility 
tel: (01452) 740820 


ANGA Self Catering villas and cottages, 
temo, hotels, B&B, car hire with 
Dabo hand controls, adapted vans, 
ac 
ar 


ase #& etc. Scuba Diving courses 


io % and other sporting and 
Seam leisure facilities. 
ALGP David Player, Wheeling Around 
The Algarve, Apartado 3421, 


8135 Almancil, Algarve, Portugal 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 Fax: 00 351 89 397448 


E-mail: dave@player.pt Website: http://www.player.pt 


Sandpipers - SOUTHPORT 
Overlooks Southport's Marine lake/ beaches. Trips 
to the Lake District, Blackpool, Alton Towers. 
Accessible holiday centre. 12 single rooms. 12 twin 
rooms. Help buttons. Indoor swimming pool. CTV. 
Bar. From £270 pw — food, full personal support/ 
volunteer help included. Registered with Social 
Services. Most physical disabilities catered for. 
Brochure? Call: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. 
Book now for 1999. 
For more information tel: 0181 885 4971 evenings. 


Skylarks — Nottingham 


Purpose-built holiday centre in the Heart of England. 
26 single en-suite, 5 twin rooms. Electric hoists. CTV. 
Hydro pool. Bar. Help buttons. Free trips/excursions. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Prices from £255 pw — 
including food/care. For brochure, please tel: 
0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


Meadow Hill Guest House 


Historic Berwick-upon-Tweed. 
Two purpose designed ground floor suites for 
disabled guests. Three crowns highly commended. 
Contact Barry and Hazel Hall, Duns Road, 
Berwick-upon-Tweed TD15 1UB. 


Tel: (01289) 306325 


Purpose-built Centre 
NETLEY VILLAGE — Hampshire 
Overlooking Southampton Water, Netley 
Waterside House has a holiday atmosphere. 16 
single and 5 twin rooms. Hoists. Call buttons. 
Parker bath. Variable height beds. CTV. Lounge. 

Bar. Trips and food included. Registered wi 
Hants SS. Nurses and volunteers carers. From 
£235 pw. Tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


CENTRAL BRITTANY 
FARMHOUSE 


with excellent ground floor facilities for 
wheelchair users. Resident English 
owner. For brochure contact Peter 
Davies, 94 Church Road, Stretton, 
Burton upon Trent DE13 OHE. 
Tel: (01283) 543743 


GAER COTTAGES 


“HOLIDAY CARE AWARD WINNERS” 
Quality self-catering cottages for ALL the family 
with an emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 
6 of the 9 traditional Welsh stone cottages are 
single storey, easily accessible from the car park. 
WTB Top Grading 5 Dragons. Luxurious indoor 
heated swimming pool with hoist. Games room. 
Open ALL YEAR. Groups welcome. For colour 
brochure telephone: 


RICHARD & LINDA BURGESS 
01570 470275 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 454300. 


D&D Taxis 


Licensed 6 seaters, wheelchair accessible, 
Hackney Carriage Eurocabs. Working in 
Hemel Hempstead and surrounding areas. 
Michael Dunn Peter Douglas 
0802-955 432 0802-955 429 
Fax: (01442) 393255 


Personal 


The Samaritans 
03545 90 90 90 


RY Find-A-Friend 
Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 


Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 
MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


| Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 

Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 

Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


Your ideal man might be here 


A specialist introduction agency for people with 
disabilities. It also welcomes able-bodied people. 


~hone\tax 


~L47R 
226950 
E-mail: Conrad_Packwood@compuserve.com 
A member of ABIA 


GLAD - London’s premier 
disability organisation has 
exciting opportunities for 
disabled people to enhance 
its image and strengthen its 
membership base. 


GAD saa: 


Membership Development Officer 
(full-time post, annual salary £20,415 inc LW). 


GLAD is looking for a disabled person who has a thorough 
understanding of the voluntary sector and experience of community 
development work to run a National Lottery Charities Board funded 
three year programme of building on our work with disability 
groups in London. The successful candidate will have excellent 
communication skills, good knowledge of disability issues and 
experience of working in the voluntary sector. 


Promotions Officer 
(part-time post of 2.5 days a week, annual salary £9,321 inc. LW). 


To have responsibility for GLAD’s day-to-day promotions work, 
including publicising GLAD’s events and one-off publications. This 
position is funded by London Boroughs Grants. 


We are looking for a person with a wide experience of all aspects 
of producing publications and promotions material. The successful 
candidate should be able to use computer software for word 
processing and desktop publishing, and have good interpersonal and 
excellent communication skills. 


Candidates for both posts will have to show a personal experience of 
disability and good understanding of equal opportunities. 


Closing date for all posts is 26 March 1999. 


For details of the posts and further information please contact 
Ravi Govindia at 336 Brixton Road, London SW9 7AA. 
Tel: 0171-346 5800, fax: 0171-346 5810, minicom: 0171-346 5811. 


"y GLAD is a registered charity Lz 


(no 293158) which through 
its work aims to improve 
opportunities for disabled 


NATIONAL su ; , Thi ication ts funder 
LotTerY people living or working in SL ORB ANISEIOD ee 
BOARD London. by London Boroughs Grants 


hiZz-kidz 


THE MOVEMENT FOR NON-MOBILE CHILDREN 
Registered Charity No. 802872 


‘A Team Approach to 


Children’s Mobility’ ‘Paediatric Mobility 


Conference’ 


How many people does it 
take to carry out a holistic 
assessment for a paediatric 
mobility aid? 


Physiotherapist? Occupational Therapist? Rehab Engineer? 
Social Worker? Supplier? Parents? Child? 


Tell us what you think! 


Chair: Dr Robin Luff (Chairman Posture & Mobility Group) 


e Assessments examined - hear the views of parents, 
children, therapists and suppliers on assessments. 


Perspectives from: Physiotherapist, Occupational Therapist, 
Orthotist, Rehab Engineer, Dealer. 


¢ Opportunities to see the latest equipment in our exhibition. 


¢ The conference will be open to professionals working 
within the field of mobility, suppliers, children & families. 


Venue: Bristol, 9 June 1999, 10am-4.30pm 
£60 professionals, £50 family rate. 
For details contact Ceri James, Whizz-kidz, 
1 Warwick Row, London SW1E 5ER, 
tel: 0171-233 6600, fax: 0171-233 6611. 


Deadlines for the April issue of Disability Now: 


Booking deadline is 12 March 
Copy deadline is 16 March 


DisabilityNow March 1999 


Classified 37 


Recruitment (also on pages 36 & 38) ite Holidays ss 


—— 
Surrey Independent Living Council 


Personal Assistance / Advice and Support / Direct Payments. 
Salary: £20,912 - £23,181 per annum 
(inc. Inner Fringe Allowance). 
Hours of work: 35 hours per week, flexible. 


Surrey Independent Living Council is a user-led 
organisation committed to the concept of 
independent living. 


We want to appoint a Manager initially to oversee the 
transition of the Personal Assistant Scheme from that 
currently provided by Surrey Social Services to SILC. We 
intend to expand the Scheme to other users who are 
eligible for Direct Payments / Personal Assistance. 


You will: 


¢ be a person with a proven track record in disability issues 
¢ be fully conversant with the social model of disability 
e have a knowledge of disability legislation. 
¢ need to be at ease with people regardless of 
status and abilities. 
e have excellent interpersonal skills 
® possess a sense of humour. 


The successful applicant will need to demonstrate that they 
have the ability to think strategically and have a good 
working knowledge of information technology. 


We intend to appoint two Development Workers who will be 
responsible to you. 


For job description / application forms please contact: 


SILC at Central Surrey CVS, The Cedar’s, 14 Church 
Street, Epsom KT17 4QB, tel: (01372) 722911. 


Closing date for completed application forms: 
Monday 15 March 1999. 


Committed to Equal Opportunities. 


WEST OF ENGLAND CENTRE 
FOR INTEGRATED LIVING 


requires a Disabled Person for the post of: 


Personal Assistant Employment Advisor 
Salary: £18,006 - £19,194 (A P T & C, pt. 29-31) 
(possible rise to £20,922) 


To advise, support and empower Disabled People to set up 
their own self-operated personal assistant schemes. 


Closing date: Friday 26 March 1999. 


Further information: Wendy Tyler, WECIL Ltd., Leinster 
Avenue, Knowle, Bristol BS4 1AR. Tel: 0117-983 9839 
(voice and minicom). 


ne WECIL 


WECIL particularly encourages applications from under- 
represented groups (eg Black Disabled People, Disabled 
Lesbians and Gay Men). 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRES” 


———————————— 


NEW posts IN DISABILITY POLICY 


As the UK’s leading voluntary sector provider of support 
Se - services to disabled people, Leonard Cheshire is an active 
contributor to public debate and policy formulation. The external policy 
team operates within a fast-moving environment to ensure that 
disabled people’s interests are addressed within the public arena. 


External Policy Research Officer 


CENTRAL LONDON (WESTMINSTER) c£19,000 P.A. INCL. 


With knowledge of Parliament and participation in a range of public fora. 
Whitehall and a proven record in policy 
research and analysis, you will 
contribute to the charity's public policy 
formulation and representation through 


research, analysis, written responses and 


External Policy Assistant 


CENTRAL LONDON (WESTMINSTER) c£17,000 P.A. INCL. 


Deadline for completed applications: 
Friday 26 March 1999 


Interviews will be held on: 
Friday 9 April 1999 


academic skills, attention to detail, 
database experience essential. 

Deadline for completed applications: 
Friday 12 March 1999 

Interviews will be held on: 

Friday 26 March 1999 


Responsible for data resources and 
co-ordination of liaison with external 
bodies and in particular the voluntary 
sector, you will be a confident 
administrator responding to fluctuating 
priorities. Good written, verbal and 


For an information pack and application form please contact : Personnel, 


Leonard Cheshire, 30 Millbank, London SWIP 4QD. Fax: 0171 802 8270 


Chief Executive - Disability Action in Islington 


Salary: PO1 (£23,768) 


Disability Action in Islington (DAI) invites applications from disabled people for the 
above post. 


The Chief Executive will carry on the successful work of the organisation. Directly 
accountable to the Management Committee, s/he will be responsible for the management 
of a small staff team. Applicants will have experience in working with disabled people in 
a multi-cultural environment, representing an organisation at senior level, and a detailed 
knowledge of the funding issues which effect community organisations. S/he will work 
Closely with the local business sector to raise its awareness of disability issues and to 
raise income from DAI’s own professional services, advise the Management Committee 
on the fulfilment of its 5-year Business Plan, and take lead responsibility for DAI’s 
fundraising initiatives. 


For an application pack (available in print, large print, Braille, computer disk, e-mail or 
tape), write to: 


Disability Action in Islington, 91 Upper Street, London N1 ONP, or telephone: 0171-226 0137, 
minicom: 0171-359 1891, e-mail: daii@compuserve.com. : 


Closing date: 31 March 1999. 
CVs will not be accepted. 


The position is open to job share, with or without partner. 


NOTTINGHAM YOUNG DISABLED PEOPLE 


promotes self-advocacy amongst young disabled people. 


The project wishes to appoint a disabled person to the post of part-time Development Worker 
to facilitate groups and support individuals. 


self-empowerment amongst young disabled people. 


The post is based in Nottingham City Centre. 

Salary scale: SO1 pt29, £17,481 pro rata (£8,740) for 18.5 hours per week. 

Funding for the project is secured until 30 April 2000. Future funding is being sought. 
Nottingham Young Disabled People is an Equal Opportunities Organisation. 

Closing date for applications: Friday 16 April 1999. 

Interviews will be held at Nottingham Voluntary Action Centre on Wednesday 28 April 1999. 


For an application pack please contact Sandra Holland at Nottingham Voluntary Action Centre 
on 0115-934 8404 (available on tape, disc or in Braille, on request.) 


Art & Power 


Art & Power are a group of disabled people that use the arts to express the realities of ff 


our lives, to challenge and to inspire. This year we are co-ordinating a major #4 


celebration of Freedom in poetry, visual art, song, sign song, film, theatre, animation, 
and video. Applications are now being invited for the post of: 


Project Director 
(Freedom project) 


Temporary contract: 10 months with the possibility of renewal subject to funding. 
Hours: Approximately 37/week. A flexible approach will be required on both sides. 
Rate of pay: £16k pro rata. 

We will also be prepared to discuss a self-employed person for this post. 

Closing date for applications: Friday 12 March. 


Applicants will need a good understanding of the nature of oppression and a . 
commitment to equal rights for all. The post will involve working with a diverse range of | 


community groups and individuals to produce a large scale community project. 


Art & Power promotes equal opportunities and welcomes applicants from all sections 
of the community, regardless of disability, age, race, sex, sexuality, marital status, 


religious faith, income, education, cultural heritage or background. We particularly ] 


welcome applications from disabled people, black people and members of 
minority ethnic groups. 


Information is available in standard print, large print, tape and Braille. 


For further details and an application form please contact: Art & Power, St Werburghs 
Community Centre, Horley Road, St Werburghs, Bristol BS2 9JT. Telephone: 
0117-908 9859, Minicom: 0117-908 9860, Fax: 0117-908 9861. 


Supported by the National Lottery through the Arts Council of England. 


|& [POWER 


Community Arts Projects Limited 


Kith & Mids Seminar: 
CHALLENGES OF INCLUSION 


Towards solving common problems on projects 
(holiday, friendship, advocacy) enabling people 
who have a learning physical and/or sensory disability 


Presentations/ workshops focusing on: 


* appropriate range of activities 

* people whose behaviour may challenge 

* safety and protection Shae £0 

* family involvement (problem or asset?) 

* effective training and support for 22nd April 1999 in 
volunteers/staff who provide direct assistance North London 


Cost (inc. lunch): 
professional £45 


For 28 years Kith & Kids has been evolving training for its volunteer- 
supported projects to be able to include people of all abilities and ages. 
We wish to share our experience of what is working well and we would 
welcome sharing your experiences. 


For further information and/or booking form phone: 0181-801 7432. 


DN is not responsible for claims made in the advertisements it prints and all 


readers are advised to check claims with the advertisers before relying on them. 


We are looking for a dynamic and motivated person who is committed to the principles of 


SCARBOROUGH 


Abbydale Guest House. 

Superior ensuite accommodation. All rooms 
comfortable, spacious with easy access. Central 
location. More details and prices contact Pat 


01723 379469 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
NEAR NORWICH, NORFOLK 


Beautiful Elizabethan Manor House in 11 acres 
of natural grounds. Wheelchair accessible 
throughout. Electric hoists etc. Minibus. 
Call: (01508) 489324 for "99 programme 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal park in 
North Wales. Fully wheelchair accessible with 
all services for disabled people, 2 miles from 
the beach. Three quaters hour drive from 
Snowdonia National Park. 01407 711433. 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


Is scooter storage a problem? 


Looking for an affordable weather proof 
storage for your scooter - contact Comfort 
Aids for information on our scooter hut. 
Telephone Hayley or Kelly on 


0115-911 0322 


MERCEDES-BENZ and 
VOLKSWAGEN Wheelchair 
Accessible Conversions 


Cotrim specialises in wheelchair accessible conversions 
for both Mercedes VClass and Vitos, and Volkswagen 
Caravelles. We are recognised Mercedes Body Builder 
and Volkswagen Compatible Design Converter. 

We are also a recognised installer of many leading makes 
of lifts, ramps and hoists 

including AMF, Ricon, PLS, 

Portaramp and Bruno. 


In addition we carry out Colrim 


complete accessible MPV sccieestniaas 
conversions crash tested Conversions 


to M1 standard COMMITMENT TO QUALITY 


COTRIM, ANTON MILL ROAD, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE, 
SP10 2RW TELEPHONE: 01264 332665 


COTSWOLD COTS 


ots and Beds for Adults and 
Idren with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


gue> Extra Strong Playpens. 
yO Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


Fair prices 


ew? 
High Quality 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


ELECTRIC MULTI-POSITION BEDS 


TWO YEARS GUARANTEE, £495. 
PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


(01689) 829186 


Cheat on toner 


Refill your empty 

toner with the 

“Cut & Pour" 

method. Save 

LEELES. ’ 

Doesn't disturb \ 2 K 
the inner workings aA Z 
of your cartridge. we 
Starter kits and 

bottles of toner 

for Hewlett 

Packard, Canon, Lexmark, Xerox and many 
more. 


For FREE catalogue, FREE phone 


0800 376 9922 (24hrs) 


FREE fax 0800 376 9955 
http://www.refilltoner.com 


X marks the spot! 
Cut or melt. 


U.S. VANS ARE BETTER DEALS 


VanFare, USA is a tetraplegic owned company 
specialising in new and previously owned 
adapted mini or full size vans for disabled 
driver, passenger or group transport. 
Contact: VanFare, USA 11 School St., Essex, 

MA 01929 USA 

Phone: 001 978 768 6228 

Fax: 001 978 768 6404 

E-mail: vanfare@tiac.net 
http://www.tlac.net/users/vanfare 


Continued on page 38 
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University of 
Hertfordshire 


U 


Department of Student Services 


Part Time Disabled Students 
Officer (0.5) 


Salary £18,374 - £20,170 p.a. pro rata, 
i.e. £9,187 - £10,085 p.a. 


Working within continually developing policies and practices 
in support of students with disabilities, you will work with 
individual students, lead a team of co-ordinators spanning all 
academic and administrative areas of the University and advise 
senior staff of the University on matters relating to disability. 
Applicants need to be flexible, well organised and able to work 
with limited supervision. A degree (or equivalent qualification) 
and experience of working with disabled people are essential, 
and a knowledge of the Higher Education environment is 
desirable. 


For informal discussion please ring David Ball, Director of 
Student Services on 01707 284451. 


Further details for the above post from the Personnel 
Department, University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield AL10 9AB 
or tel: 01707 284802 (24 hour voicemail) quoting reference 
T3811D. Closing date: 15 March 1999. 


The University of Hertfordshire is committed to 
Promoting Equal Opportunities 


CHANGE, an organisation for people 
with both a learning disability and 
a sensory impairment, is looking to 
recruit: 


Arts Worker 


Salary £9,590 (pt 27 NJC ATC&(Q), 18.5 hours per week. 


pcr 


a ? ee 1 4) 
4 CHANGE /* 


ey 


Holiday entitlement of 24 days per year (pro rata) plus pension 
entitlement. 


To work as part of CHANGE?’s Arts for Access Team and make 
sure that all of CHANGE’s visual information is fully accessible to 
people with learning disabilities. The Arts Worker will produce 
illustrations and will have special responsibility for the production 
of CHANGE’s Photo Bank and all the photographic material to be 
produced by the Arts for Access Project. 


It is essential that the person we recruit is: 


- a disabled or deaf person with experience in producing publications 
+ has excellent photographic skills 

+ has experience of using QuarkXpress along with Adobe Photoshop 
- able to work to tight deadlines 

+ able to communicate in BSL or is willing to learn. 


Please send a 39p stamped addressed envelope for 
an application form and job description to Christine ; 
McMahon, CHANGE, 1st Floor, 69-85 Old Street, 

London EC1V 9HY. 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
BOARD 


Deadline for receiving applications: 26 March 1999, 
Interview date: 12 April 1999, 


PR/Marketing Administrator — are you full of I.T? 
Articulate? Confident? Experienced in PR, marketing, fundraising, planning 
& budgeting? Skilled in MS Office, e-mail & database? 


Working closely with the Director and a small team in Nottingham & 


Baildon, you will be responsible for co-ordinating our marketing, 
fundraising & PR. 


awear, an organisation of disabled people and fashion professionals seeks to 
ensure disabled people have access to fashionable clothes of their choice. 
We have exciting plans. Join us in making them happen. 


25 hours per week, £12,000pa (£16,800 pro rata). Could be home based 
with regular office contact. Phone for details: 0115-953 0439. 


awear particularly welcomes applications from disabled people. ) 


dWeadfl 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 


Registered Charity No. 1071681 


DAN wish to appoint five staff to the Disability Advocacy Network. 


DAN is Tower Hamlets’ Independent Disability Advocacy Service, 
and aims to give local people with disabilities choice and control 
of the services they have a right to. All posts are only open to 
people with disabilities, and the Women’s Advocate post is open 
to women. 


MANAGER 


PO2 - £23,766 (inc. LW) pro rata for 28 hours per week. 

This is a key post and you will be required to manage a large team, be 
involved in strategic planning and liaising with the Management Committee. 
You will need to be a flexible and experienced Manager in Advocacy and 
Disability, as you will be responsible for supervising staff, service 
development, fund raising, budget management, team building, and service 
provision. Minimum of 3 years’ experience. 


INFORMATION & ADVICE CO-ORDINATOR 


SO2 - £22,170 (inc. LW) pro rata for 28 hours per week. 

This is an exciting and challenging development post to run the Disability 
Information & Advice Service. We require an Information & Advice Co- 
ordinator with specific experience in project development, information 
technology, and welfare benefits. You will need skills in collating and 
disseminating information to people with disabilities. Minimum of 2 years’ 
experience (paid or unpaid). 


1 GENERAL ADVOCATE & 1 WOMEN’S ADVOCATE 


SO1 - £20,415 pro rata for 21 hours per week per post. 

Both of these posts provide quality direct and self advocacy services and 
training to people with disabilities. Minimum of 1 years’ advocacy work 
experience Is required (paid or unpaid). 


DAN ADMINISTRATOR 


Scale 6 - £18,642 (inc. LW) pro rata for 25 hours per week over five days. 
To develop and maintain a strong central administration base and systems for 
the team, with a key role in monitoring and servicing the Management 
Committee and other meetings. You will be dealing directly with our Service 
Users as well as the team and other organisations, and will be an essential 
part of DAN. Minimum of one years’ work experience is required (paid or 
unpaid). 


All posts are one year initially, and it is essential that you understand, work 
within and are committed to the social model of disability. 


We are now able to recruit, thanks to funding from: Bridge House Estates 
Trust, National Lottery Charities Board, Comic Relief, Tower Hamlets Healthcare 
Trust, Tower Hamlets Social Services. 


Closing date: 12pm, Monday 22 March 1999. 
Interview dates: in the week commencing Monday 12 April 1999. 


For information and application forms contact: Marie Bryant, Manager, 
DAN - Disability Resource Centre, 40-50 Southern Grove, London 
E3 4PX, tel: 0181-980 2200 (voice), minicom: 0181-981 0337. 


(Ea aa dae de a Ein as Oa) 
HOUNSLOW BOROUGH ASSOCIATION OF DISABLED PEOPLE 
“representing all people with a disability in the London Borough of Hounslow” 
We are looking to appoint an 


INFORMATION PROJECT WORKER 
(£17,514pa [inc. OLW], 36 hours per week, job share considered) 


to establish an access to information project for people with physical and/or 
sensory disabilities. 


Applications from people with a disability are welcome. People with a 
disability who match the essential requirements will be guaranteed an 
interview. 


For informal enquiries please contact Steve Hurry on 0181-577 3226. 


For an application pack please ring or write to: HBADP (VAC), 12 School 
Road, Hounslow TW3 1QZ. Tel: 0181-577 3226, fax: 0181-570 5802, 
minicom: 0181-572 3923, mobile (V): 0836-366 895. 


If you wish to receive and/or submit your application in a format/language 
different to print/English language — then please contact us by telephone to 
arrange this. 


Closing date for applications: 5.30pm, 6 April 1999. 
Interview date: 26 April 1999. 


Independent Living Scheme (ILS) Co-ordinator 


CHOICES 
&RIGHTS 


Salary: Scale 6 point 26 
£16,233 for 35 hours per week. 


Choices and Rights are an organisation run 
and controlled by disabled people. We currently 
operate a Disability Information line and are now 
seeking to appoint a Co-ordinator to develop 
and manage a new ILS project. 


disability coalition 


The successful applicant will have a sound knowledge of current 
disability legislation, a commitment to independent living as a civil rights 
issue, the ability to work within the Social Model and be able to work and 
encourage individuals. 


Closing date for applications: Friday 19 March 1999. 


To discuss the post informally, contact Mark Baggley on the numbers 
below. If you require information in a different format, please let us know. 


For further details and an application pack, please send an A5 stamped 
addressed envelope to: 


Choices and Rights Disability Coalition, the Arthur Richardson Centre, 


Savoy Road, Kingston Upon Hull, HU8 OTX. Tel/Fax: (01482) 788668, 
minicom: (01482) 789320. 


Choices and Rights is an equal opportunities employer and particularly 
welcomes disabled applicants. 


Recruitment (also on pages 36 & 37) Open day 


RNIB REDHILL COLLEGE 


° 


; is holding an 

SN\ Open Day and 
RNIB Disability 

challenging blindness Exhibition on 


Wednesday 31 March 1999 


For further details please 
contact Leigh Iliffe or 
Beverly Jenkins on 


(01737) 768935 


Property for sale 


Three bedroomed detached 
adapted bungalow, in 
Ceriog Valley, North Wales. 


Oil fired central heating, upvc double 
glazed. Conservatory, large kitchen, 
large level garden. 


£79,000 ono. For more details call: 


(01691) 718069 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 
LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE 
YOU NEED OR DISPOSING OF 
YOUR EXISTING VEHICLE? 
Register your requirements or vehicle 
for sale with the Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Register 
and let us match buyer with seller. 
For full details of this service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


for lifting 
wheelchairs, 
scooters and 
people into 
cars... 


WE HAVE 
THE ANSWER! 
Ring Free 0800 214 045 


New Range of 
Easy Folding 
Wheelchairs ) 


& Scooters @ 
www.demon.co.uk/autochair 


Autochair Ltd, Milford Lane, 
Bakewell DE45 1DX 


* Walking sticks * Rainwear * 


ie Tyres * Batteries * Grab rails * 
Dah) 


Scooters * Wheelchairs * 
Riserchairs * Stairlifts etc ete 


Equipment bought and sold. 
Sales, service, hire. 


D & K Mobility, 62, Hollybush Road. 
Gravesend, Tel: 01474 353837 
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-3. 


= —_ Polartec fleece 

=) andankle socks. 
=a Details from Island Glen. 
Za _— Tel: (01253) 838880. 


Business opportunities 


Possipty THe Best CareEerR OPPORTUNITY 

For DisaBLep Peopte Ever! 

In the telecommunications industry. 
Flexible hours to suit you. Part or full-time. Working 
from the comfort of your own home. No experience 

necessary as full continuous training, support and 
advice given to help you succeed. Telephone today 
to arrange your interview appointment. 

Call Ethical Ltd on 0181-245 0805 or 0956-566 149. 
There is a £200 business start-up fee to cover 
business materials, equipment, administration, 

training, and also to discourage timewasters. 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the 
advertisements it prints and all 
readers are advised to check 
claims with the advertisers before 
relying on them. 
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you are always on the go, due 


tassle free hotels Independent cooking a reality 


business or holiday, you need 
find a place to stay. Finding 
ymewhere that caters to your 
eds, and is to your taste, can 
> time consuming. So let us 
Ip you out. 

Thanks to Which?, we have 
x copies of their Hotel Guide 
99, worth £14.99 each, to 
ve away. 

This comprehensive guide to 
yer 1,000 places to stay, in 
agland, Scotland and Wales, 
wers B&Bs to top hotels, 
ased on visitor’s reports and 
rofessional inspections. 
Up-to-date information lists 
‘ices, including many at under 
35 per night and over 50 
ondon hotels. Wheelchair 
cess is given, though only by 
otel owners, where it is in 


Recorded delivery 


KATHERINE MANSFIELD 


The Garden Party 
and Other Stories 


you, like many of the DN 
aff, love literature, but appre- 
ate the versatility of cassettes 
ther than books, Sound Write 
ay be the company for you. 

[Thanks to SoundWrite six 
cky winners will receive a 
ypy of Katherine Mansfield’s 


What’s 


= 


Se Leder ge 
GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 


accordance with British 
Standard recommendations. 
We recommend that you always 
check with hotels in advance 
that your needs can be met. 


ISBN 0-85202-732-X. 


The Garden Party and Other 
Stories, worth £8.99 each. 

The main story is the famous 
satire centering on “society’s 
heartlessness”. 

They will also get a free cata- 
logue listing over 500 titles, cov- 
ering poetry, classics, comedy, 
and children’s titles. They 
include The Wasteland by TS 
Elliott, Wuthering Heights by 
Emily Bronté, and Winnie the 
Pooh by AA Milne. 

Catalogues can be obtained at 
a reduced cost of 60p (3x20p 
stamp) for DN readers. 


SoundWrite, 2 Lysons Walk, 
London SW15 5EG, tel: 0181- 
480 9988, fax: 0181-878 3986. 


Independent cooking becomes 
a reality! Design Matters have 
teamed up with Atag and 
Versatility to bring DN readers 
the chance to win a fabulous 
Atag built-in oven, fitted into a 
Versatility housing at a height 
to suit you, worth £1,171, and 
a contribution of £100 towards 
the cost of installation. 

Until recently using an oven 
safely had its difficulties. Now, 
thanks to Atag, independence 
becomes a reality with their 
side-hinged Turbo electric 
oven. 

Every kitchen supplied by 
Design Matters is tailor made 
to suit the individual’s needs. 
The company’s designer, Adam 
Thomas, who is a wheelchair 
user, has over 18 years’ experi- 
ence and having researched the 
market, found that only Atag 
met the needs of people who 
have a desire to be independent. 

Atag ovens have a slide-out 
shelving system, which allows 
items like baking trays to be 
pulled in and out without them 
falling onto the users lap. 

The side-hinged door can be 
opened to the left or right for 
easier access. Atag ovens cook 
by hot air circulated through- 
out the oven. This allows differ- 
ent foods to be cooked at the 
same time with superb results. 

The controls of the oven are 
easy to read and use — the 24- 
hour clock allows meals to be 
ready whenever you choose. No 
one enjoys cleaning either, so 
Atag have made the sides of the 
oven smoother, making this 
less of a chore. 


in DN next month? 


mM DDA 


FASHION 


31 March. 


DN looks at how well companies are preparing 
their policies and practises towards disabled 
people in time for the October deadline. 


DISABILITY SPORT 


With minimal media coverage and lack of funding, 
what are the incentives for aiming to achieve? 


Beachwear: it may be fun, but can you wear it? 


Plus the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 


>lease reserve me a regular copy of Disability Now until further notice LC] 
-lease deliver a copy of Disability Now to my home address CL 


Name: 
Address: 


Signature: 


Postcode: 


To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is published monthly by Scope, 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart Meadows, 
Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 


custom-make 


Versatility 
kitchen furniture to suit the 
needs of disabled people. 
There are a huge choice of 
cabinets available, with over 
250 front colour variations to 


choose from. 

Design Matters can create 
kitchens that allow you to live 
independently. For 
whose kitchen is used by a 
non-disabled person as well, 
there are various electrically 
operated worktops, sinks and 
wall units available which rise 
up and down. 

To win this fabulous prize, 
carefully read these questions 
and send us your answers. 


those 


Don’t forget to include your 
name, address and daytime 
telephone number. 

1. Who manufactures an oven 
with a self-supporting slide-out 
shelf system? 

2. Who is the UK’s only 
wheelchair using kitchen 
designer? 

3. Which manufacturer cus- 
tom makes furniture to suit the 
needs of disabled people? 


Send your answers, with an 
SAE, to: Design Matters, Aries 
House, Straight Bit, Flackwell 
Heath, High Wycombe, HP10 
ONB. Entries must arrive by 30 
March 1999, 


To enter, send your name and address on a postcard marked 
hotel guide or Garden Party, to DN, address on page 3. Closing 
date 30 March. No cash alternatives. UK entrants only. Entrants 
must be over 18, and agree to terms and conditions. Not open to 
DN staff or associates. The Editor’s decision is final. 


BATHING WITH CONFIDENCE 


e Exceptionally quiet & 
smooth operation. 

e Padding seat for 
comfort and support. 

e Lightweight design and 
“quick release” system 
for easy installation 
and removal. 


available for optimum 
space saving. 


The Huntleigh Leo® 
Bathlifter 


e Folding version 4 


TO ARRANGE A FREE DEMONSTRATION 
CAEL 0151-236:5311 


Tel: 0151 236 5311 


= 
Huntleigh 


KINETICS 


Tailoring solutions to your moving & handling requirements 


Regent Street, Liverpool L3 7BN 


Fax: 0151 236 4698 


Disabilitynow March 1999 
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